Jer. 5
July 22, 1989
H. Van Dyke Par unak

A. Overvi ew

1. ch. 3-6, God's judgnent on Judah.

a) 3:6-10, Judah fails to learn from | srael.

b) 3:11-4:2, God's dealings with |Israel.

c) ch. 4-6, the judgnent that Judah will receive

2. 4-6 is chiastic

a) 4 and 6 are descriptions of battle agai nst Judah: what wl|
happen. Characterized by alarns, cries fromthe people,
descriptions of the eneny and of the destruction that is com ng.
Rel atively little discussion of the people's sin. (Only in the
center, 4:14-18, 22.)

In 4, the conmmopn thene in every |evel of the chiasmis judgnent:
avoi di ng judgnment, God as the agent of judgnent, sin causing
j udgnent .

b) ch. 5: Wiy this judgnent nust fall. Cf. 5:9, 29. This section is
al so chiastic; the outer nenbers deal with ideas of sin and
forgi veness; the inner with sin and judgnent. Thus sin is the
domi nant thene. Dom nant repetitions: in outer parts, vv.9, 29;

i nner, 10, 18. Even the forgiveness is expressed negatively, so
that the overall interchange is in terns of sin and judgnent.
Thus the three sections are:
5:7-9 5:10-19 5:20-31
No forgiveness Sin: Reject prophets Sin: (Devel opnent)
Si n: Fal se gods Judgment \ No forgiveness
\ \

No forgiveness Si n: Fal se gods Si n: Rej ect prophets
The devel opnent at the start of 5:20-31 is extensive, and | eads
from oppression, to distorting the law, and finally to no fear
of God.

B. 5:7-9, sin will result in no forgiveness.

The point is nade chiastically, with two rhetorical questions giving
t he statenent surroundi ng two expl anati ons of the reason.
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No forgiveness, vv.7a,9. Phrased as rhetorical questions: "How
shall | pardon?" = "There's no way | can pardon." It is conpletely
unr easonabl e for the nation to hope for any stay of execution.

The reason: their sin, 7b-8. Back to the picture of nmarriage:

a) Literal: they forsook the Lord and foll owed after other gods.
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b) "When | had fed them"™ the responsibility of the husband to
provide for the w fe; breadw nner. They spurned his provision by
committing adultery, and not just with a single |over, but by
frequenting spiritual brothels, foll owi ng many gods.

c) "Like horses." The netaphor of hunan adultery is still too
el evated, too noble for what they have done. So he reduces them
to ani nmal s.

Thus the picture of sin at this point is focused on the ultinate,
final problem the people have rejected the true God and gone
astray after idols.

C. 5:10-19, Judgnent is com ng because of their sin.
v. 10 gives a sumary of the section: judgnment because of sin. Then the
devel opnent proceeds chiastically: sin/judgnent/sin.
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Summary, v.10. The inmgery here returns to the vineyard (recal
2:21). AV "walls" are terraces, used to grow crops in the hilly
terrain around Jerusalem The word read "battl ements"” is actually
"tendrils," "branches."

a) The sane logic applies here as in Isa. 5:5. God planted the
vineyard; it did not produce as expected; therefore he will tear
it down.

b) Reason: "They are not the Lord' s." They are not produci ng as he

i nt ended; they have rebell ed against him so he will destroy
t hem
c) "Not nmake a full end." The gracious prom se that God will | eave

a remant.

11-19: Chiastic Anplification. The outer menbers highlight the sin;
the center returns to judgnent. Two sins are highlighted: interna
(rejecting the prophets) and external (followi ng foreign gods). The
second is the bottom of the | adder, which we have just seen.

Rej ecting the prophets is a step before that.

a) 11-13. First sin: The peopl e have betrayed the Lord by rejecting
hi s prophets. Note how he zeroes in on their sin, becom ng nore
specific in each sentence.

1) "dealt treacherously": verb refers to breach of covenant;
opposite of xesed. How have they done this?

2) "belied the Lord." That is, tell a lie concerning him The
next sentence, in turn, shows what this lie is.

3) The content of their lie:

a> "He is not." Denies the existence of the Lord. (Thus the
verb "belie" is el sewhere sonetines transl ated "deny the
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4)

Lord.")

b> I f he does not exist, then there is no need to fear
judgnent at his hand, such as the sword or fani ne.

c> And in this case, the prophets who warn of these things
are enpty w ndbags: let them suffer under the sword, if
they are so preoccupied with judgment.

Application: Two |l essons to draw fromthe vocabul ary here.

a> The notion that their denial of the Lord is a lie presunes
that they know it to be false. Cf. Rom 1. Al nen have
t he know edge of God; only the fool can say, "There is no
Cod." Denial of God is not a conclusion drawn from
evi dence, but rejection of what our own heart tells us.

b> For God's people thus to deny himis to break covenant
with him For them it was rejecting the prophets. For us,
it is rejecting the Scriptures and their nessage.

b) 14-18, Judgnent: "Because of your sin, | will send a consuner,

c)

but

1)

2)

3)

4)

19,

not make a full end."”

14, Summary. They have denied the truth of the prophetic
word; that word will becone like fire, devouring them The
word of the prophet is presented as the actual cause of
judgnent. God's word is active; it acconplishes things, not
just reports them

15-17, Anplification. Describes in nore detail what formthis
judgnent will take. Notice the build-up of short phrases

Wi t hout conjunctions--like the blows of a sword or the
strokes of an ax! Jerem ah is hacking away at themw th his
wor ds.

a> A nation will attack them

b> Description of the nation, 15-16.

c> Actions of the nation, 17.

18, Contrast. God's continuing pronise to | eave a remant, as
we saw in the summary, v. 10.

Application: God's judgnent is sure and certain, but also
controlled. He will |leave a remant--but don't count on being
in it unless you are righteous!

second sin: they have forsaken the Lord and served foreign

gods. "You served foreign gods in your own |and; try serving
themin their own | ands, as captives there."”

d) Application: Rejecting the Word of God (the first sin) is the
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first step toward rejecting the true God hinmself and turning to
fal se gods (the second sin, which was al ready i ntroduced above).
We nust keep the Scriptures in the highest regard.

D. 5:20-31, sin will result in no forgiveness.

Again a chiasm wth sin on the outside. On the inside, not judgnment,
but the absence of forgiveness. This tine, again, the |ast sin section
conti nues what was i ntroduced in the previous section, and the first
sin section gives yet nore precursors to it.

1. 20-28, First sin. Long section, devel oped as a three-step
conversation. Here we have not a single sin, but actually three
successive |levels in the devel opnent.

a) 20-22, CGod commands the people to fear him because of his
power .

1) v.21 characterizes the people as foolish, with no heart, and
then goes on to descri be them as havi ng eyes but not seeing,
ears but not hearing. This description is characteristic of
the idols, Ps. 115:5-8, and fulfills the warni ng of that

passage that idolaters will becone |like what they worship. In
fact, we becone |ike what we worship, as well: godly,
Christlike.

2) 22, They should fear the Lord, because of his power. He can
make the m ghty see obey his will; how can they think to
rebel successfully agai nst hinf

b) 23-24 (note change in person from second to third:) Someone
(perhaps Jereni ah?) replies that the people neither fear GCod,
nor recogni ze himas the source of bl essing. This thankl essness
and failure to fear God is itself a sin, and in fact the one for
which the gentiles are condemmed in Rom 1.

c) 525-26. The Lord replies that in fact they have not been
recei ving as nuch bl essing as they could have, because of their
oppr essi veness toward one anot her.

1) 25, bl essing has been withheld, because of sin.

2) 26-28 anplifies the nature of this sin. Note the progression.
First they are described as w cked (26), then as nore than
wi cked (28b).

a> 26-28a anplifies 26a, they are wi cked. Their dealings with
other nen are characterized by exploitation (26), deceit
(27a), and greed (27b,28a). The birds that are conpared
with deceit nay be decoys, |ike wooden or tethered ducks
used to attract the gane; or "deceit" nay be a netonyny
for "goods gai ned by deceit."

b> 28b anplifies "they overpass the deeds of the w cked":
they are worse than w cked, because they pervert judgment.
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Not only do they sin, but they try to change the nora
standards of their society to justify their sinl!

d) Application: Note the sequence of events here leading to

har deni ng.

1) We oppress one another.

2) Then, to justify our oppressive action, we pervert the
standards of norality.

3) The Lord withdraws bl essing in order to call us back to
hi nsel f.

4) Unless we respond in repentance, we are likely to grow | ess
t hankful to the Lord.

5) That in turn leads us to turn fromfearing the Lord.

2. 29, No Forgiveness. Conpare v.9. How can anyone expect God not to
judge for such sin as this?

3. 30-31, Second Sin: the people support the perversion of prophecy
(cf. 12-13). One of the greatest tenptations for one who speaks for
God, when the people don't |ike what he says, is to change the
message to suit the peopl e!

Summary of the People's Sin
Now we can work our way back through the chain of sins that |leads to
rejecting the true God. Al ong the way, watch out for ourselves!

1. 26-28a, Oppressing others. Horizontal sins; the "second table of
the law. " Si ns agai nst man.

2. 28b, Perverting the standards of justice in order to justify our
si n.

3. 23-24, Wien the Lord wi thhol ds bl essing, respondi ng by not fearing
hi m

4. 12-13, 31, Once one stops fearing God, it is easier to reject his
Wrd, and encouraging fal se teachers to pervert it to suit our
tastes, in support of our self-serving standards of justice.

5. 7-8, 19, Spiritual adultery after fal se gods.

Application

VWhen we think of what God has to do with our sin, we often think of
forgi veness, and that is inportant. But it is also inportant to know
that he can deliver us fromsinning in the first place, if we are his
children. Consider the Lord's Prayer, "Lead us not into tenptati on,
but deliver us fromevil." Al so the teaching of 1 John that Jesus is
our intercessor. 2 Pet. 2:9, he knows how to deliver out of
tempt ati on.

Closing hymm: "In the hour of trial," recognizes that our Lord not
only pleads for our forgiveness, but also works to strengthen us in
t he hour of tenptation.



