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Overvi ew

1. Place in the Book: Recall overall chiasm
a) ch. 1, Hi storical Prol ogue
b) ch. 2-25, Judgnment on Judah
c) ch. 26-29, Opposition fromthe Religi ous Establishnent
d) ch. 30-33, Pronise of Bl essing
e) ch. 34-45, Opposition fromthe Political Establishnent
f) ch. 46-51, Judgnment on the Nati ons
g) ch. 52, Historical Epilogue.
These propheci es bal ance the judgnents on Judah in 2-25,
enphasi zing ch. 25 in particular, and show that while God does
chasten his own people, he is not blind to the sins of the
pagans.

2. Inner order of the nine oracles:
a) GCeographically, they nove i nexorably toward Babyl on.
b) The first and | ast oracles (Egypt and Babyl on, respectively)
are speci al :
1) Both are multiple oracl es;
2) Both include bl essings on |srael.
c) NB: The different tinme notices attached to these prophecies

show that these were not given as a unit, or even necessarily

in this order. They have been coll ected toget her because of
their structural role.

3. Structure of the Oracl es agai nst Egypt: Three nmi n oracles.

a) 2-12 describes Egypt's abortive attack on Babyl on at
Carcheni sh, 609-605 BC. Originally delivered under Jehoi akim
Lesson: Don't | ook to Egypt for deliverance.

b) 13-24 descri bes Nebuchadnezzar's invasi on of Egypt, 568 BC
the subject also of ch. 43. Lesson: Don't flee to Egypt.

c) 25-28 pronises the restoration both of Egypt and of Judah.
Lesson: The God who chastises is the sane one who is able to
restore. Trust in him

A 2-12, First Oracle: Egypt Defeated at Carcheni sh

1. 2, Historical background

a) In 609 BC, Pharaoh Necho sought to extend his control over
of Syria by attacking Carchem sh on the upper Euphrates. It
was in this canpaign that Josiah chall enged himand died, 2

Chron. 35:20ff. The people replaced himwi th his son Jehoahaz,

but Necho deposed himand install ed Jehoi aki m



b)

This verse records the defeat of Necho by Nebuchadnezzar at
the very beginning of his reign, four years |ater, 605,
therefore the fourth year of J' kim

Political significance: marks the ascendency of Babyl on. Two

i nportant events in Jer date to this year: ch. 25 (the oracles
agai nst the nations), and ch. 36 (the scroll burned by J' kim
the first edition of the book of Jer).

Synopsis: The body of this oracle alternates between reports of
Egypt's attack and descripti ons of her defeat.

3-4, Attack
The prophet |lets us evesdrop on the Egyptian canp as the captains
prepare their troops for battle.

Buckl er = small hand shield
Shield = covers full body
Fur bi sh = polish

Bri gandi ne = coat of mai

5-6, Defeat

The prophet asks a question, recalling a sinilar question in 30:6
agai nst Judah: why is such a well prepared arny routed? In
answer, we hear the commands of another General, the Lord CGod,
and then witness the outcone of Hi s canpaign.

a)

b)

The Lord's Conmmand
1) "Fear was round about."” Note italics on "was"; | prefer to
read this as a jussive, "Let there be fear round about."
a> The notto originates in Ps. 31:14 (ET 13), where it
expresses the suffering of God' s people.
b> Jer picked it up fromthere to descri be his own
suffering in 20: 10.
c> It describes the terror of Judah in 6:25, an oracle
probably delivered about the tine of Josiah (3:6).
d> Jer turns it into a nicknane for his persecutor Pashur
in 20: 3.
e> Here and 49: 29, it describes the experience of the
pagans under God's judgnent.
2) In v.6, the Lord commands that none of the eneny be all owed
t o escape.

As a result of the terror that the Lord sends anong the
Egypti ans and the hi ndrances he puts before their flight, we

see the final outcone: the Egyptian arnmy has fallen on the
banks of the Euphrates.

Appl i cati ons:

1) It is futile to fight against the Lord. The best
preparations in the world cannot thwart his plans. Rom 8,
"If God be for us, who can be agai nst us?"

2) The citations of 30:6 and Ps. 34:13 here rem nd us
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13-

explicitly that whatever CGod allows to cone agai nst his
people, he will bring in spades agai nst the heat hen.

7-9, Attack

Once again, we see Egypt rising to the attack. Like the | ast
para, this one is structured as a question and the
correspondi ng answer.

a) 7, Question: Wiat is this approaching force?
"Flood" is the word for "Nile," which fl oods every year.
Egypt's flooding river is here used to descri be the nation
itself as it surges through the Levant agai nst Babyl on.

b) 8-9, Answer: It is Egypt.
Again we evesdrop on the Egyptian plans. First (v.8) we hear
the generals plotting in the HQ tent, then (v.9) the
comrands to the allied Egyptian troops go out, troops from
Et hi opi a, and Li bya, and Lud.

10- 12, Def eat
Fi rst we hear an announcenent of the Lord's day of
vengeance, then advice to Egypt that she give up hope.

a) 10, This day, the day of Necho's defeat at Carcheni sh,
bel ongs to the Lord God (not, as nen night think, to
Nebuchadnezzar). In fact, the slaughter of the troops is
described as the Lord's sacrifice. The reference to the
|l ocation parallels the one at the end of v.6, the earlier
descri ption of defeat.

b) 11, The address turns to Egypt for the first tine. No natter
how hard she tries, she will not be able to be heal ed. Last
four words of v.11 are sanme as those of 30:13; ref to balm
of Glead in 8:22 as well as here. The earlier parts of the
book enphasi ze how futile it was for Judah to seek materi al
sol ace when she was under God's chasteni ng hand. Now t he
same is seen to be true of Egypt.

c) 12, The nations will hear the news of E s defeat, as her
soldiers fall defeated to the ground.

Application: Judah had the benefit of this prophecy in the
fourth year of J'kim Yet they continued to seek the help
and protection of Egypt agai nst Neb; they would not accept
that it was the Lord who had defeated Egypt, and who coul d
protect them So we need to see the hand of the Lord behind
all that happens in the world, and | ook to himal one for
protecti on and hel p.

24, Second Oracl e: Egypt | nvaded by Nebuchadnezzar

13, Historical Background

Ch. 43 prophesies that Neb will invade Egypt, an event
recorded by the ancient historian Berossus. A fragnentary
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cunei formtabl et records that this happened in Neb's 37th
year, therefore 568 (ANET 308).

Synopsi s: Each of the two nmj or paragraphs of this oracle begins
with a command. I n between, the invadi ng Babyl onian is pictured
as a towering nountain. The first paragraph enmphasizes that it is
the Lord who defeats Egypt. The final one shows the role of the
Babyl oni an under two net aphors.

14- 17, The Lord chall enges Egypt to take a stand and fight, even
though it's futile. Calls to nind Goliath's chall enge to David,
except this tine the Lord is Goliath and Egypt is the puny runt,
and this tine the giant w ns.

As we see the defendi ng Egypti ans runni ng away (15), we
overhear two sets of conments.

a) v.16b is fromforeigners allied with Egypt, either as part
of the arny (cf. v.9), or as nerchants there to prosper from
her power. They abandon her.

b) v.17, people in Egypt now realize that Pharaoh is powerl ess.
"He hath passed the tine appointed:" during the 37 years
bet ween t he defeat of Necho at Carcheni sh and the invasion
of Egypt by Neb, they could have turned to the Lord. They
had a respite in which they could have neditated on their
di saster and sought the Lord. But they did not, and now it
is too | ate.

Application: 2 Cor. 6:2 shows that each of us stands where
Egypt did after its defeat at Carchem sh. W see daily
tragedy in our lives, but God withholds the final judgnent
to give us tine to recogni ze that we have sinned agai nst
him and to turn to him If we delay too |ong, the
opportunity is gone. It passed for Judah, when the clay of
the potter's bow hardened into the bottle that could only
be smashed, between J'ki m and Zedeki ah. It passed for Egypt,
sonmewher e between 605 and 568. Don't let it pass for you.

18, The approachi ng foe.

The previous para. shows that the Lord is the ultinmate
source of the defeat. Now, as the king, the Lord announces
the conming of a pronm nent one to execute his judgnent. Tabor
st ands al one and proni nent over the plain of Jezreel; Carnel
ri ses suddenly above the sea at Haifa. So Neb will tower
over his surroundi ngs and dom nate them

19-24, Egypt nust prepare herself for captivity.

Thi s section opens and closes with references to Egypt as a

ber eaved woman (" Daughter of Egypt", 19, 24) who must go into
captivity ("Furnish thyself to go into captivity"; ... "she shal
be delivered into the hand of the people of the North"). Conpare
the frequent references to Judah as the abandoned "daughter of
Zion." Between these we have two vivid word pictures descri bi ng

4



t he i nvasi on.

a) 20-21, Egypt is a heifer, and her nercenaries are cal ves, al
oppressed and scattered by Neb, as by a gadfly fromthe North.

1) 20-21a presents the inage. "Gadfly" is only here in the OT,
"the pincer," sone kind of biting insect.

2) 21b descri bes the defeat that cones upon themas a result of
this fly.

b) 22-23, Egypt is a serpent, whose habitat is destroyed by an
advancing arny of foresters. The inage is quite contenporary,
in view of the ecol ogi cal debates of our own tine.

1) 22, "She sounds like a serpent who is going." As the arny
cuts down the forest, the snakes slither away to seek refuge
el sewhere.

2) 22b, 23a describe the activities of the | unbernen.

3) 23b enphasi zes how many there are: "It [the arny] is
unsearchabl e; that is, they are nore than the grasshoppers,
and are i nnunerable.” The land will be stripped cl ean before
them and all who lived there will have to fl ee.

6. Application: Wien the Lord brings his judgnent, it is
overwhel m ng, and there is no way to stand before it. No one
can thwart his plans or stand agai nst him

C. 25-28, Third Oracle: Restoration after Judgnent

God's judgnent is tenpered with the prom se of subsequent

sal vation--al ways for his people, and often for the nations as well.
Four of the nine nations agai nst whom judgnent is announced in these
oracl es are pronised restoration, and Egypt is one of them In this

final word, God promises to restore Egypt, and al so Judah

1. 25-26, Egypt.
Egypt is promised a restoration after her destruction in al
t hree prophets who raise oracl es agai nst her: here, Ezek.
29:8-14; and lsa. 19:23-25. During Messiah's ki ngdom sone of the
ancient nations will turn to the Lord, and be established once
again as political entities. Egypt is one of these.

2. 27-28, Judah.
The two verses are closely parallel. Each begins with an
instruction for Jacob not to fear, and each gives a reason.

a) The first reason is that the Lord will work out everything al

right. It encourages themto hope because in the end God will
bl ess them

This is certainly a valid reason to hope in the Lord. Wen we
get to heaven, we will be free fromfear. But sonetines, in
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the turmoil of our present life, it's hard to | ook that far
ahead. So the Lord gives them a second word of encouragenent.

b) The second reason is that the Lord is with them and even
t hough he may chastise themand allow themto suffer, he wll
not make a full end of them He is in control of their
suffering, and will contain it so that it will benefit them
but not overwhel mthem

This is the source of our confort now-not that God will bl ess
us in this world, but that in the mdst of our sufferings, he
is with us.

Sunmar y
1. The basic | esson of these oracles, that God in chastening his

peopl e does not overl ook the sins of the pagans, is enphasi zed by
drawi ng from the oracl es agai nst Judah to descri bes Egypt's fate:

a) 5 "Wy do | see...", 30:6
b) 5 "Terror round about,"” Ps. 34:13 and nunerous citations in
Jer

c) 11 "balmof Glead," cf. 8:33
d) 11 ineffective nedical help; "no healing," 30:13
e) 11, 19, 24, "daughter of Egypt,"” cf. the frequent title

"daught er of Zion" used to describe Judah in her desol ati on.

2. "The nost High rules ... anong the inhabitants of the earth,"
Dan. 4. The political fortunes of nations are the outworking of
hi s soverei gn pl easure.

3. Finally, he prom ses blessing to his chosen ones. Utimtely, we
will rejoice forever in heaven--and until then, in this present
evil world, we have the assurance of his |oving presence with us,
and his guarantee that though for our good he nay pernmit us to
suffer, he will never let it get out of control.

Psalm 73

Anal ysi s

Three main oracles. The first descri bes Egypt's abortive attack on
Babyl on at Carchemni sh, 609-605 BC. The second descri bes
Nebuchadnezzar's i nvasi on of Egypt, 568 BC, the subject also of ch.
43. The third prom ses the restoration both of Egypt and of Judah.

2-12, First Oracle: Egypt Defeated at Carcheni sh

After the |IF, the oracle is an alternation of two panels, each
giving first the description of Egypt's attack, then a record of her
def eat .

1. Addressee:
a) 46:2 L:/MC RAYIM
b) coment p
1) text: (AL-X"YL P. AR (OH N KOW MELEK: M C: RAYI M
2) comment-1 XYL: ):A$ER-HFYFH (AL-N- HAR-P.: RFT B.:/KAR K. : M $
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3) coment-2 XYL: ):A$ER H K. FH N. BW KAD: RE) C. AR MELEK: B. FBEL
B.1/%$: NAT HF/ R BI Y(I YT LI/ YHOANFQ YM B. EN- YO) $1 Y. FHW
MELEK: Y: HW DFH

2. 3-4, Attack: Commands to prepare for war
a) 46:3 (IR KW MG'N W/CI N FH
b) W/G $W LA M IL: XFMFH
c) 46:4 )IS:RW HA/S.WSIYM
d WA (: ALW HA/ P. FRF$I YM
e) W/H T: YAC. : BW B.:/KONBF(I YM
f) MR QN HF/ R MFXI YM
g) LIB:$W HA/S. | R YONOT

3. 5-6, Defeat: Question-Answer p

a) Question: AQ p: Wiy is Egypt routed?
1) AQf: 46:5 MAD.W (A RR)IYTIY (cf. 30:6)
2) AQ
a> H'M FH XAT. | YM
b> N SOd YM ) FXOAR
c> W/ d B. OAR'Y/ HEM YUK. AT. W
d> W/ MFNOAS NFSW
e> W/LO H P:NwW

b) Answer: Execution p: The Lord has commanded it, and brought it
t o pass.
1) Command: The Lord conmands Egypt's destruction.
a> MFGOAR M/ S. FBI YB N ) UM Y: HAFH
1> cf. 6:25 (oracle against Judah); tine of Josiah (3:6)
2> 20:10, Jer's |lanent about his persecution,
fromPsa. 31:14 (ET 13);
3> 20: 3 (agai nst Pashur);
4> 46:5 (agai nst Egypt);
5> 49: 29 (agai nst the Arabi ans);
b> 46:6 )AL-YFNW S HA/ Q AL
c> W/)AL-YIM FL"+ HA G | B. ONR
2) Execution: CFPOMFH (AL- YAD N HAR- P.: RFT K. F$: LW
W / NFPFLW

4. 7-9, Attack: Question-Answer p

a) Question: coordinate p: What is this approachi ng force?
1) 46:7 MY-ZEH K. A/ Y:)OR YA(: ALEH
2) KA/ N :HFROM YIT: G F(: ASW M YMFY/ W

b) Answer: anpl p: It is Egypt
1) text: coordinate p
a> 46:8 MC RAYIM K A/ Y:)OR YA(: ALEH
b> W/ KA/ N : HFROM YIT: G O(: AW MYl M
2) anpl: quote p
a> quote f: WA Y. O MER
b> quot e:
1> resol ve:
a: )A(: ALEH



5.

10-

a)

b)

c)

b: ): AKAS. EH ) EREC
c: )OBI YDFH (1 YR W/ YCs: B"Y B/ FH.
2> conmands
a: 46:9 (:ALW HA/S. W SI YM
b: W/H T: HOL: LW HF/ REKEB
c: conmment p:
1: text: W/Y'C)W HA/ G| B ONR YM
2: coment <GBWRYM:: Egypt's partners
A KWS$
B W/PW+ T.0P: &Y MFG'N
C W/LWD YMT.OP: &Y D.OR K'Y QF$ET

12, Defeat: chiastic notivated conmand p
motive-1: illustration p
1) anpl p

a> text: commrent p

1> text: 46:10 W/ HA/Y. OM HA/ HW) LA/ ) DONFY Y: HW H

C. BF) O\

2> coment yowm YOMW N: QFMFH L:/H N. FQ'M M/ C. FRFY/ W
b> anpl :

1> W /) FK: LFH XEREB

2> W/ &FB: (FH

3> W/RFW TFH M/ D. FM FM

2) illus: K1Y ZEBAX LA/) DONFY Y: HWH C. BF) OM B.:/) EREC

CFPOMN ) EL- N HAR- P. : RFT

conmands
1) contrast p
a> thesis: get nedicine
1> 46:11 (:ALIY A L:(FD
2> W/ QXIY CFRIY B.: TWLAT B. AT-M C. RFYI M
b> antithesis: it won't work
1> LA $. FW) {HRB."YTIY} [HRB."YT] R PU OA
2> T.:(FLFH )" YN L/ FK:

noti ve-2: reason p
1) text:
a> 46: 12 $FM (W GONI M Q LOW " K:
b> W/ClWXFT/"K: M-L:)FH HF/) FREC
2) reason:
a> KI1Y-AB.O/NR B.:/d B. ONR K. FSFLW
b> YAX: D. FY/ W NFP: LW $: N'Y/ HEM P

B. 13-24, Second Oracle: Egypt |Invaded by Nebuchadnezzar

1.

2.

| F:
a)

b)

temporal p
text: 46:13 HA/D.FBFR ): A$ER D. |1 B. ER Y: HWFH ) EL- YI RR M YFHW
HA/ N. FBI Y)
tine: LF/ BON N BW KAD: RE) C. AR MELEK: B. FBEL L:/ HAK. O

) ET-) EREC M C. RFYI M

quote f: coordinate p

a)

46: 14 HAG | YDW B:/ M C: RAYI M
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contrast p: prepare to fight, though it's futile. At this point,
the adversary is only the Lord. (Egypt nasculine)
a) thesis: notivated command p: Take a stand in war.
1) command:
a> H T: YAC."B
b> W/ HFK"'N L/ FK:
2) notive: K 1Y-)FK LFH XEREB S: Bl YBEY/ KF
b) antithesis: you will be defeat ed.
response p
1) query: 46:15 MAD. W (A NI S: XAP ) AB. | YREY/ KF
2) response: reason p
a> text: LO (FMAD
b> reason: K 1Y
1> Y: HWFH H ADFP/ OW
2> 46:16 H R B. FH K OA" L
3> G AM NFPAL )1Y$ )EL-R'(/"HW

4> quote p
a: quote f: WANY.OMRW
b: quote:
1: QW MFH

2: W/ NF$UBFH ) EL- (AM /"NW W /) EL-) EREC
MOALAD: T./"NW M/ P.:N'Y XEREB HA/ Y. OANFH

5> quote p
a: quote f: 46:17 QFR)W $FM
b: quote:

1: P. AR (OH MELEK: - M C: RAYI M $F) OAN
2: HE(: EBI YR H&/ M O\ " D

The approachi ng foe: quote p. Focuses on the approach of Neb.

a) quote f: 46:18 XAY-)FNI'Y N:)UM HA M ELEK: Y: HWFH C: BF) OAT
$: M OW

b) quote: K 1Y K. :/TFBONR B. E/f HFRI YM W/ K: / KAR: MEL B. A/ Y. FM
YFBOW

19- 24, Metaphors of destruction (Egypt fem nine)

a) Opening of Inclusio: "Daughter of Egypt"
reason p
1) text: 46:19 K :L"Y GOALFH (: A& Y L/ FK: YOWEBET
B. AT-M C. RFYI M
2) reason:
a> K. 1Y-NOP
1> L:/$AM FH TI H: YEH
2> W/NC. : TFH
3> M/)"YN YOM"B S

b) interp p: Egypt as a heifer, oppressed by a gadfly
1) inage: the cows and the gadfly
a> 46: 20 (EG LFH Y:P'"H PIY.FH M C RFYI M
b> QEREC M/ C. FPOMN B. F) B/ F)

9



c> 46:21 G AM& KIREYHF B./QRB./FH K :/(EGL"Y
MAR: B. " Q
2) interp: defeat
a> K 1Y-GAM H'M FH HI P: NW
b> NFSW YAX: D. FYw
c> LO (FMFDW
d> K1Y YOWM)"YDDFMB.F) (:AL"Y/ HEM ("T P.: QUD. FT/ FM

c) Egypt as a serpent, whose habitat is destroyed
1) 46:22 QOW./FH K A/'N FXF$ Y'L"K:
2) KI1Y-B:/XAYI L Y'L"KW
3) W/BB/QARDUMOWM B.FHW L/FH K. :/XO+:B'Y ("ClYM
4) 46:23 K FR TW YA(:R FH N ) UM Y: HAFH
5) anmpl p: the nunbers of the invadi ng arny
a> text: K1Y LO Y'"XFQ'R
b> anpl: par
1> K 1Y RAB W M/)AR B. EH
2> W/)"YN L/ FHEM M S: P. FR

d) Cose of inclusio
1) 46:24 HOBI Y$FH B. AT-M C. RFYI M
2) NI T.:NFH B.:/YAD (AM CFPOMNN

C. 25-28, Third Oracle: Restoration after Judgnent

1.
2.

quote f: 46:25 )FMAR Y: HWFH C. BF) OM ): ELOH'Y YI & RF) "L
quot e:

a) 25-26, Egypt's restoration
1) judgnent:
a> HN:NY PONY'D )EL-)FMOWN M/ N O W/ (AL-P. AR (OH
W/ (AL-M C. RAYIM W/ (AL-): ELOHEY/ HF W/ ( AL- M LFKEY/ HF
W/ (AL-P. AR (OH W/ (AL HA/ B. O+: XI YM B./ OW
b> 46:26 W/N TAT. 1Y/ M B.:/YAD M BAQ $"Y NAP: $/ FM
W/ B:/ YAD N: BW KAD: RE) C. AR MELEK: - B. FBEL
W/ B:/ YAD- (: ABFDFY/ W
2) restoration: W/)AX: AR'Y-K'N T.1%: K. ON K. I/ YM' Y- QEDEM
N: ) UM Y: HWFH S

b) 27-28, Reassurance to |srael
1) reason p
a> text:
1> 46:27 W/)AT.FH )AL-T. I YRF) (AB:D./1Y YA(: AQOB
2> W/)AL-T."XAT Yl & RF) "L
b> reason: K1Y
1> HN:NY MOMI (/: AKF M/ RFEXONQ W /) ET- ZAR: (/ : AKF
M'/) EREC $I B: Y/ FM
2> W/ $FB YA(: AQOVB
3> W/ $FQA+
4> W/ $A) : ANAN
5> W/)"YN MAX: ARl YD S
2) reason p
a> text: 46:28 )AT.FH )AL-T.IYRF) (AB:D./1Y YA(: AQOB
N: ) UM Y: HWFH
b> reason:
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1> K1Y )IT./:KF )FNI'Y
2> contrast p
a: K1Y )E(: E&EH KFLFH B. : / KFL- HA/ G OAYI M ) : ASER
H D. AX: T. 1Y/ KF $FM FH
W /)OT/: KF LO -) E(: E&EH KFLFH
W/YIS. ART.IYKF LAMIS$: P. F+
W/NAQ "H LO ): ANAQ/EK F S

o 0T
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