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Summary:

1. 1:12-18. The principles of the search. "Thesis Proposal."

2. 2:1-23, The Three Areas of |nquiry
These correspond to the three things "that are in the worl d"
(1 John 2:16, conpare Gen. 3:6 and the tenptati ons of our
Lord).
a) 2:1-11, Pleasure ("Lust of the Flesh")
b) 2:12-17, Wsdomand folly ("Pride of Life")
c) 2:18-23, Labor (not searched out, but hated) ("Lust of the

Eyes, " produci ng weal t h)
3. 2:24-3:22, The answer, in God's sovereignty.

=

:12-18. Principles of the search.

=

1:12, his qualifications. Sol onon, holding unchall enged rule
over the Levant, from Anatolia to Egypt and fromthe Med. to
t he Euphr at es.

2. 1:13, the approach.
a) (bject of study: "all that is done under heaven."
b) Method: "by wisdom"™ As we will see, includes experinental
nmet hod as well as theory.
c) Scope: DR$ is depth; TWR is breadth. This is to be a
conpr ehensi ve st udy.
d) Motivation: This is the task God has gi ven nan.

3. 1:14-15, Prelimnary result on the Object: Enpty and Vain.
The world is crooked and wanting (the result of the fall),
and man cannot set it right.

4. 1:16-18, prelimnary result on the Mthod: does not seemto
solve the dilenma, but rather turns into a dilemma itself!

2:1-11, Examining the Lust of the Flesh (Pl easure)

1. 1-2, Sumary:
a) la, Exami nation of pleasure.
b) 1b-2, Conclusion: Vanity; folly; usel ess.

2. 3-10, Exam nati on
Chiastic, with doubled m ddl e secti on.

a) 3,9b-10. "Meditative Libertine." Attenpts to conbi ne
di ssol ute abandon with wi sdom and refl ecti on.

b) 4-7,8-9 The things he exam nes. Alternation:
1) Riches:
a> Real estate, 4-6
b> Treasure, 8a
2) Living things:



3.

3)

a> Servants, flocks, and herds, 7a

b> Si ngers and concubi nes, 8b

Both series end with "above all that were before ne in
Jerusalem " 7b, 9a.

11, Concl usi on

a) Considers all his works and all his | abors--the actual
deeds, and the stress he has gone through to acconplish
them Think of how hard it would be to set up the pleasure
pal aces described in 4-9. Maybe fromtine to tine he stopped

to

b) In

C 2:12-17,

1

2.

wi pe his brow and ask, "Are we having fun yet?"
the light of all this effort, it wasn't worth it!

Exam ning the Pride of Life (Wsdom and Folly)

12, Prolog to this particular investigation.

a) 12a, vjects:

1)

2)

3)

W sdom -"Applied intelligence.” The exercise of the
intellect in successful |iving. Sol onon showed it through
wi se judgment (dividing the baby), scientific scholarship
(describing the plants and animals), and literary activity.

Madness- - What Davi d fei gned before the Philistines.
Uncontrol | ed behavi or.

Folly--More sinister: wlful w ckedness.

b) 12b, Mdtive: he is the best qualified for the task.

1)

2)

3)

13-17,

KJV: "For what [can] the man [do] that coneth after the
ki ng? [even] that which hath been al ready done."

Revi se: drop out italics, and nake | ast clause a nodifier to
the first. "For what man conmeth after the king [with respect
to] that which hath been al ready done?" That is, who could
possi bly be better qualified in the matter of w sdom t han
Sol onpbn?

Seenms proud, except that he takes no credit for his own
wi sdom It is God's gift and trust to him and he is
accountable for it. In fact, he would be delinquent if he
did not exercise it for the benefit of others! NB: W are
responsi bl e to exercise our giftsl!

Concl usi on

a) 13-14a, \Wiat W sdom can do.

W sdom conveys an advantage over folly, since it shines
Iight upon the path and enables the wi se nan to avoid
dangers that entrap the fool. Cf. 7:12; 10:10. This is not a
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b)

thesis to disprove, but a true statenent of the advantage of
wi sdom

14b-17, What W sdom cannot do: @uarantee freedom from
"fate," the quirks of life. The sane happenstance happens to
all. [Technical note: "happen" QRH at 2:14,15; 9:11, MJRH at

2:14,15; 3:19 (3x); 9:2,3. Thus very high concentration
here. ]

1) The three-fold concl usion, 14b-15

Centers on "happen." The word is not fatalistic, as though

there were no God; nor does it express God's loving care. It

is a plain, unvarni shed observation: any event in daily life

that a wi se man experiences, you can find a fool who

experi ences the sane thing, and vv.

a> 14b, One happeni ng happens to all. The sane set of events
are experienced by all nen.

b> 15a, Thus he cannot understand the special w sdomthat has
been given to him

c> 15b, this certainly fits the pattern of enptiness!

2) The data, 16
a> Nobody will renenmber you; the world has a short nenory. Ev

t he people we renenber are not distinguished as all w se c

all fools.
b> Everybody dies, fool and wi se alike.

3) The result, 17
Leads himto hate life, for it weighs heavy on him Not a
strange OT concept, but very nuch in accord with the NT:
John 12: 25 exhorts us to "hate our life in this world," just
as helet "hates life ... under the sun." (Qhelet's
t houghts are not godl ess frustration, but the true | ogica
and phil osophical basis for setting our affection on things
above, not on things on the earth. The OT notive is that
this world is dead and corrupt; the NT notive, that we have
died with Christ (Col. 3:1ff).

D. 2:18-23, Exanining the Lust of the Eyes (Labor and Walth)
This section has three big ideas: Hard | abor; |eaving the
resulting wealth to soneone unworthy; the resulting despair.

1

Hard | abor.

The word here is uniformy (M., enphasizing the pain and
stress of work, not the fact of busyness. 18a, 19b, 21a,
22-23. Note enphasis on pain in 23.

Leaving it to soneone unworthy. Note two disqualifiers:

a) 19a, may be a fool.
b) 21b, he hasn't worked for it! Presunes a basic norality in

work as a neans to wealth. One who has not earned it has no
right toit. P.C. the socialist or comuni st idea of
providing for all nmen's needs wi thout respect to their

| abor .



Results in despair, 20. He turns around and abandons hi nsel f
to despair. NB: the result of trying to find contentnment in
what he can buil d!

Techni cal note: Arranged in a conplex chiasm
a) 18-19, Labor/Leave/ Labor

b) 20, Despair

c) 21-23, Labor/Leave/ Labor

Concl usi on
No satisfaction can be found in the things that are "under

the sun,"” "all that is in the world."

1. Abandoni ng oneself to pleasure is stressful; and since
pl easures are expensive, it takes a |l ot of work.

2. Wsdomis useful, but it doesn't provide insurance agai nst
t he happenings of life, the inevitability of death, and the
fate of being eventually forgotten.

3. Possessions are frustrating, for eventually they will go to
someone unwort hy.

4. Next tinme, we will see the first positive encouragenent, an
exhortation to enjoy good in the snmall things of life, as a

g ft from God' s hand.



