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The major s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  book are  marked by OnG o f  two repea ted  
headings : 

TGEPL 6~ ... Ornow concerning  .. ."): 7:1 ,25;  8 : 1 ;  1 2 : 1 ;  16:1,12 ... BE bpas a6EXqo~ (llnow . . .  you b r e t h r e n , "  where . . .  i s  a  verb  
o f  speaking  i n  t h e  f i r e c  person s i n g u l a r ) :  1:10;  11:2;  15:1 

On t h e  b a s i s  o f  7 : 1 ,  we h y p o t h e s i a e  t h a t  t h e  "now concerning"  
s e c t i o n s  address  t o p i c s  r a i s e d  by t h e  Cor ie thzans  i n  a prev ious  
correspondence ,  w h i l e  t h e  "now I say t o  you b r e t h r e n "  s e c t i o n s  
i n t r o d u c e  m a t e r i a l  which PauZ i s  i n C t i a t i n g .  

Block 0 
Prologue 

1:l-9.' 

 his bZook i s  marked 
1 .  by  s t a n d i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  headings  o u t l i n e d  above.; 
2 .  by i t s  r e g u l a r  p a r a l l e l s  i n  PauZ's o t h e r  e p i s t t e s .  

I. The S a l u t a t i o n ,  1:l-3 
A. From, 1:1 

1. Paul ,  de sc r ibed  i n  two d i r e c t i o n s :  
a .  "a c a l l e d  one," h i s  o r i g i n ;  
b. "an a p o s t l e  [ s e n t  one ] ,  " h i s  purpose.  

2 .  Sosthenes  ( ~ c t s  18: 17) 
B.  TO, 1 : 2  

1. The church  a t  Cor inkh.  
2 .  A l l  b e l i e v e r s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  most g e n e r a l  heading of a l l  

P ' S  e p f s t l e s .  Compare u n i v e r s a l  n o t i c e s  i n  4:17; 7:17; 
1 1 ~ 1 6 ;  14~33: 1 6 : l .  

C .  G ree t i ngs ,  113  
1. The i r  na tu re :  g r a c e  and peace  (always i n  t h i s  o r d e r ) .  
2 .  Thei r  source .  

11. The Invoca t ion ,  1:4-9 
These v e r s e s  are  d i v i d e d  s y n t a c t i e a t l y  i n t o  two s e n t e n c e s :  a  
prayer  o f  thanksgCving  f T : 4 - 8 ) ,  and a  s t a t e m e n t  about  God's 
f a i t h f u l n e s s  11:9/ wh.ich summarises t h e  prayer .  We are  s u r p r i s e d  
h o t  t o  f i n d  a  r e q u e s t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  prayer ,  as i n  many 
o t h e r  e p z s t l e s .  Per.haps PauZ f e l t  t h i s  would have been incon-  
s i s t e n t  wZth t h e $ r  p o s i t i o n a l  c o m p l e t e n e s s ,  which he emphasizes  
i n  t h e  t h a n k s g i v i n g .  But 1 : 9  does g i v e  t h e  t h e o l o g i c a l  b a s i s  for  
f u r t h e r  progress  t n  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a i !  l i v e s .  

A .  Thanksgiving (1: 4-8) 
B .  S ta tement  (1:9) 
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One: I Cor 1-6 

Block 1 
"Now I beseech you, brethren1'-AUni t y  

1: 10-6: 20  

Note r e p e t i t i o n  O F  napaubh~w "beeeech" i n  1:10 and 4:16 ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
case u r g i n g  them n o t  t o  foZZow PauZ, and i n  t h e  second,  u r g i n g  them 
j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e .  Church u n i t y  depends on r i g h t  a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h e  
church (2 : lO-4:13- - the  H O Z ~  S p i r i t ,  n o t  man),  and r i g h t  conduct  i n  t h e  
b e Z i e v e r s l  r i v e s  ( 4 : 1 6 - 6 : 2 0 - - h e m ,  human example i s  i m p o r t a n t l . T h e s e  
two main s e c t i o n s  are mapked by keywords:  "wi se , "  I r w L s d ~ m , ~  " f o o l , "  
" f o o Z z s h ,  " "pooZishness" i n  t h e  f i r s t ,  f l f o r n i c a t i o n "  and " judge"  i n  t h e  
second.  4:14-15 i s  t r a n s i t z o n a l .  The s inguZar  "I" i s  a  break from t h e  
pZuraZ "we" o f  4:13 ,  and l o o k s  forward t o  4 : 1 6 f f ,  whiZe " t h e s e  t h i n g s "  
i n  4:24 r e f e r s  bauk t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c o n t e x t .  

I .  Church Unity and t h e  Q u e s t i o n  of Au tho r i t y ,  l:10-4:P3 

C h i a s t z c  s t r u c b u r e  o f  1: lO-3:4  marks i t  a s  a  un i t , .  The remainder o f  
t h e  s e c t i o n  c o n o i s t s  o f  s e v e r a l  mecaphors o f  C h r i s t i a n  m i n i s t r y  
( 3 : s - 4 : 5 ) ,  foZZowed b9 some n o n - f i g u r a t i v e  comments based  on t h o s e  
metaphors ( n o t e  4 : 6  " i n  a  f i g u r e " ) .  T h i s  d i v i s i o n  i s  , j @ u r t k e r - r e y l e c t e d  
i n  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  k e y w o ~ d s ,  y~vwauo Itto know" Cn 1 < 1 2 - 3 : 4 ,  and 
E p y a ~ w u a c  " t o  workv  i n  3:5-4:13 .  

A .  A man-centered authority b e t r a y s  a f a u l t y  view of C h r i g t i a n  
t each ing ,  l:k2-3:4. 

, " , ' .  
The v a r i o u s  s e c t i o n +  a y e  marked b y  ,change@ i , n x p r o n q ~ ~ t j s . , , ' " ' ~ ~ "  a ~ d  ' 
"you" o c c u r '  a t  t h e  extremb's and ifi t h e  m'iZd2e ( A  ,'an'd C  of ' A B C B A ) ,  
w h i l e  "we" and " t h e y "  are  used  .{q :he. in,t?rqr,d$ate s e c t f o n s , : ( 3 ) - .  
The o e n t e r  seat.{on i g  f u r t h e y  d i v i d e d ,  'e.i~pl$&.;'~f" :<i' us2q;ensefr', i n i  ' -  
t h e  second h a l f .  Note aZso " b r e t h r e n "  at. ' t h . e ' s t c i r i  df t h e  A ' s ,  

'~.. and a t  t h e  s t a r t  and c e n t e r  o f  c. , ) . :  ! .. I :.,; ., 
The Car in th iane  were arguing o v e r  d ipgerences  f.n i l i ~ " a 6 b t r t n e  and 

a u t h o r i t y  o f  v a r i o u s  human t e a c h e r s .  Paul responds  t h a t  t h e  
r e r e v a n t  c o n t r a s t  i e  between t h e  wisdom o f  t h e  wor ld  ( u n s a v e d )  and 
t h a t  o f  God (and h i s  saved peo Z e ) ,  and t h a t  t h e  c i r c u q a t a n a e s  o f  4: t h e  orCgin o f  t h e  C o r i n t h i a n  c  urch  i Z Z u s t r a t e  t h i s .  

1. The p?r ty  Qivigions of t h e  Cor in th i ans ,  1;12-1'7; 3:l-4. 

Each o f  t h e s e  paragraphs has t h e  same t h r e e - p a r t  i n t e r n u 2  s t r u c t u r e .  
T h e i ~  order  f s  r e v e r s e d ,  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  chiasm o f  t h e  whoZe s e c t i o n .  

a .  The p a r t y  c la ims  o f  t h e  Cor in th i ans ,  1:12; 3:4. "I am o f  X ,  
I am of Y ,  I am of 2 . ' '  The c l a i m  t o  be "of c h ~ i s t "  may have 
beeq mgde by eyewi tnesses  of t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  15:6. 

b .  The c la ims  expounded through r h e t o r i c a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  1:13; 3:3-4. 
i. The q u e s t i o n s  of 1:13 e x p e c t  n e g a t i v e  answers. 
ii. The q u e s t i o n s  of 3:3-4 expec t  p o s i t i v e  answers. 

c .  How Pau l  sought  t o  a v e r t  t h i s  problem, 1:14-17; 3: l-2.  
i. 1:14-19, by avo id ing  " c e n t e r p i e c e "  r o l e s  i n  the church.  
ii. 3:l-2, by keeping h i s  t e a c h i n g  s imp le ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  

b e l i e v e r s  cou ld  see h i s  p o i n t s  from t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  r a t h e r  
t han - r e ly ing  on h i s  a u t h o r i t y .  



One: I Cor 1-2  3 

2 .  The t r u e  d i v i s i o n ,  between human and d i v i n e  wlsdom, 1:18-25; 
2: 6-16. 

The outermost  p a i r  o f  paragraphs Peatured t h e  pronouns " I r r  and 
"you," s e t t i n g  Pa*Z as  the  teacher; and carreo ta?  over  a g a i n s t  
t h e  C o r i n t h i a n s  as  t h e  e r r a n t  s t u d e n t s .  T h i s  p a i r  of paragraphs 
~ h i y t s  t o  "we" and " they , "  whCoh s e t  Paut and t h e  C o r i n t h i a n s  
t o g e t h e r  oveP a g a i n s t  t h e  wor td .  

1:18 summarzzes t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  which domznate t h e  r e s t  07 t h e  
paragraph, 1 : 2 9 - 2 5  are  a  chzasm. 

1. Summary, 1:18. The v e r s e  distinguishes "them t h a t  p e r l s h "  
from "us which a r e  s aved , "  on t h e  b a s i s  of how we and they  view 
t h e  gospe l .  Two metaphors a r e  in t roduced- - tha t  of  i n t e l l ~ q e n c e  
(accord ing  t o  which t h e  gospe l  i s  e l t h e r  " foo l i shnes s "  o r  
"wisdom"), and p h y s i c a l  a b l l i t y  (w l th  t h e  op t l ons  "weakness" 
and " s t r e n g t h "  o r  "power") .  A l l  f o u r  terms a r e  used i n  t h e  
fo l l owing  v e r s e s .  We may a r r ange  them i n  a ma t r i x ,  below.The 
upper ca se  e n t r i e s  a r e  t h e  ones a c t u a l l y  used by Pau l  i n  1:18. 
Notice  how by selecting d iagona l l y  r e l a t e d  e lements ,  he imp l i e s  
t h e  e n t l r e  ma t r i x  w i thou t  itemizing l t  exhaustively. 

Them U s  
I n t e l l i g e n c e  

P h y s i c a l  Weakness POWER 
ability 

FOP a sirnllar phenomenon, see John 6:32. 

The v e r s e s  form a  chiasm,  A B B A .  The outermoss  members (1:29- 
2 0 , 2 5 )  b o t h  p r e s e n t  reasons  Tor t h e  s u p e r i o r i t y  oP God's 
wzsdom over  man ' s ,  The innermos t  members (1 : 2 1 , 2 2 - 2 3 )  b o t h  
b e g i n  w i t h  4 n s ~ 6 f i ,  t z t epaZZy  r r s i n ~ e , t r  and e x p l a i n  how God 
i l : 2 1 1  and t h e  apos tZes  (i:22-23) p r e s e n t  t h a t  wisdom, The 
me-taphor o f  wisdom is used  throughout  the  s t r u c t u r e ;  t h a t  o,? 
s t r e n g t h  z s  i n t r o d u c e d  onZy i n  t h e  second haZ f .  

( a )  1 : 1 9 - 2 0 ,  S c r i p t u r e  shows God's wisdom s u p e r i o r  t o  t h e  
wor ld ' s .  

(b) 1 : 2 l ,  Because worldly  wisdom i s  powerless t o  r e v e a l  
God, he u se s  proclamat ion.  

( e )  1:22-24, Because of ( i n  s p i t e  o f ? )  t h e  n a t u r a l  
i n c l i n a t i o n  of t h e  unsaved, t h e  a p o s t l e s  use  p roc lamat ion ,  

(d)  1 :25 ,  Reason shows God's wisdom and s t r e n g t h  s u p e r i o r  
t o  t h e  w o r l d ' s .  



4 One: I Cor 1 - 2  

2:6a prov ides  a  suivmapy o u t l i n e  f o r  t h e  r e s t  07 t h e  paragraph. 
2:6b-9 d e s c r i b e  t h e  WISDOM t h a t  "we speak ,"  w h i l e  2r10-16 d e s c r i b e  
"them t h a t  are  p e r f e c t , "  Note trow t h e  key  word " S p i r i t , "  
i n t r o d u c e d  i n  2:20 ,  p e a s i a t s  throughout  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  

i. Summary, 2:6a .  

ii. Detail ,  2:6b-16 

( a )  "We speak wlsdom . . . ," 2:6b-9 

( i )  2:6b-%a, Pau l  STATES t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h i s  wisdom i\6 

f o r e l g n  t o  and h ~ d d e n  from t h e  world.  

( i l l  23833-9, Paul  ARGUES t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  n a t u r e  of  
t h i s  wisdom, 

( (a) 1 2 :  8b, argument from exper ience  

((b)) 2:9, argument from S c r i p t u r e  

(b )  ". . . among them t h a t  a r e  p e r f e c t  [ m a t w e ] , "  2 : 1 0 - 1 6  

I n  Greek, 2:10,12 b o t h  b e g i n  ~ L t h  "weP1 o r  " u s ,  fl w h i l e  2:11,16 
b o t h  b e g i n  1 ~ 2 t h  " f a r  who knowsv { o r  "hcs known") ,  The v e r s e s  
t h u s  form an a l t e r n a t z o n ,  o p  which t h e  f i r s t  panel summarizes 
t h e  second ,  

(i) 2 : 1 0 ,  we have s p e c i a l  wisdom from God. 

( i i )  2:11, union w i t h  God needed f o r  such wisdom. 

(iii) 2:12-15, we have s p e c i a l  wisdom, d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by 
t h r e e  c o n s t r a s t s  from t h a t  of t h e  world: 

( (a)  ) 2:12, it i s  g iven  by a  d i f f e r e n t  SPIRIT, 

Ib)) 2:X3, i t  comes i n  d i f f e r e n t  WORDS, 

( ( c ]  ) 2: 14-15, i t  comes t o  d i f f e r e n t  HEARERS 

( i v )  2 : 1 6 ,  union w i t h  ~ o d  need&? f o r  such wisdom. 

3 .  The o r i g i n  of  t h e  Cor in th ian  church,  1:26-2:5. 

Paul r e t u r n s  t o  t h e  "1"-"you" c o n t r a s t ,  Now, t h e  c o n t r a s t  i s  n o t  
t o  p o i n t  up t h e i r  ppesant  erFoE ( a s  i n  t h e  o u t e r  paragraphs ) ,  b u t  
t o  reeaZZ PauZ as t h e  evangeL ia t  and t h e p  as  t h e  a u d i t o r s  o f  t h e  
g o s p e l ,  some tzme p r e w i o u s l y .  

She recuprenee  o f  "bre thren"  a t  1126 and 211, and t h e  , f ac t  t h a t  
" I t 1  occurs  on ly  i n  2 : I - 5 ,  suggewt Chat t h i s  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  has 
two h a l v e s .  Th'is i s  eon f z~rned  by t h e  f i n e  s t r u c t ' u r e  o f  t h e  h a l v e s .  



One: I Cor 1-2 

1:26-31 g i v e s  two s t a t e m e n t s  abouZ t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  C o r i n t h i a n s  i n  
C h r i s t ,  one n e g a t i v e  and one p o s i t i v e ,  a l t e r n a t i n g  w i t h  two purpose 
s t a t e m e n t s ,  again  one n e g a t i v e  and one p o s i t i v e .  2 : l - 5  s imiZarZy 
o f f e r s  a  n e g a t i v e  a d  p o s i t i v e  s t a t e m e n t  about  t h e  C o r i n t h i a n s  ( t h i s  
t ime  about  t h e i r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  C h r i s t ) ,  and a  p o s i t i v e  and n e g a t i v e  
purpose s t a t e m e n t .  T h i s  t2me, though,  t h e  two s t a t e m e n t s  are  c o n t i g -  
uous,  as are  t h e  purpose s tatemen. t .s 'which folZow them. I f  we Zet 
c a p i t a 2  l e t t e r s  r e p r e s e n t  p o s i t i v e  u n i t s  and Z o w e ~  case  i e t t e r s  
r e p r e s e n t  n e g a t i v e  u n i t s ,  w i t h  s t a t e m e n t s  r e p r e s e n t e d  by "A" and " a f r  
and purpooe s t a t e m e n t s  by "B" and "b", t h e  overaZZ order  <s  
abAB/aAbB. 

a. The C o r i n t h i a n s '  I d e n t i t y  i n  C h r i s t ,  1:26-31 

i. Negative s t a t emen t ,  1:26-28. 

Nofe how t h e  t h r e e  o a t e g o r i e s  o f  1:26--wise,powerfuZ,  
weZZ-born--correspond t o  t h e  t h r e e  categories o f  1:27 ,  
2 8 .  Compare t h e  3 c a t e g o r i e s  o f  I Jn 2:16.  

( a )  1 : 2 6 - 2 8 a ,  t h e  d e t a i l s  of  whom God has  chosen. 

I Jn 2 p 1 6  Not t h e s e . , .  . . . bu t  t h e s e  

Pride 07 1 w i s e  a f t e r  t h e  f l e s h  1 f o o l i s h  o f  t h e  world, I 

f l e s h  
L U S  t o f  noble  ("wel l -born")  i base  ( " i l l - b o r n " )  , desp i sed  

e y e s  
(b?  l :28b ,  t h e  summary: God has chosen t h e  "are-nots1I 
r a t h e r  than  t h e  " a r e s .  " 

l i f e  

ii. ~ e g a t i v e  purpose,  1:29. 

~ u s t  o f  mighty 

iii. P o s i t i v e  s t a t emen t ,  1:30. Base Sentence: "You a re , ' '  
c o n t r a s t i n g  w i th  t h e i r  s t a t u s  i n  t h e  wor ld ' s  eyes  as "a r e -  
n o t s .  " 

weak 

i v .  p o s i t i v e  purpose,  1:31. 

b .  The C o r i n t h i a n s '  ~ n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  C h r i s t ,  2:l-5. 

i. s t a t emen t ,  2:l-4. 

(a )  2:1-3, P a u l ' s  method, - and + ( c f .  I1 Cor. 4:l-2) 

(b )  2:4, P a u l ' s  c o n t e n t ,  - and +. 

ii. Purpose,  - and +, 2 : 5 .  
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B.  A man-centered a u t h o r i t y  b e t r a y s  a f a u l t y  n e w  of C h r i s t i a n  
t e a c h e r s ,  3:5-4:13. 

3 : 5 - 4 : 5  i s  r e p l e t e  w z t h  me taphor ica l  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
t e a c h e r ,  as farmer, b u i l d e r ,  household s t e w a r d ,  4 : 6  r e f e r s  
e x p l i c i t l y  t o  zhese  metaphors:  '19hese t h i n g s  have I a p p l i e d  f i g u r a t i v e Z y  
t o  myse l f  and A p o l l o s .  Then Paul d e v e l o p s  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  
t h e  f i g u r e s ,  i n  more personal  terms,  

1. Metaphors for C h r i s t i a n  m i n i s t r y ,  3:5-4.5. 

T h i s  p a r t  has two s e c t i o n s ,  each w i t h  t h r e e  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  
f e a t u r e s :  t i t l e s  t h a e  d e f i n e  t h e  r e Z a t i o n  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r  b o t h  
t o  t h e  church and t o  God; a  me taphor ica l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  
t e a c h e r ' s  t a s k  and judgment; and an a p p l i c a t i o n  i n t r o d u c e d  
w i t h  Gat€ l r t h e r e f o r e "  and a  n e g a t i o e  Cmperat ive .  I n  t h e  second 
s e c t i o n ,  t h e s e  e l e m e n t s  come zn j u s t  t h i s  o r d e r ,  and o n l y  one 
metaphor i s  p r e s e n t e d ,  I n  t h e  f i r s t  s e c t i o n ,  two metaphors 
are  used ,  and t h e  order  i s  more complez-  S c h e m a t i c a l l y :  

Godward 

Task & 
Judgment 

A p p  Z i c a t i o n  

a. The t e a c h e r  a s  farmer a.nd b u i l d e r ,  3:5-23. 

3: 5 ,  "minzs  t e r s "  
I"wai ters"1  

3r9 ,  " l a b o r e r s  t o g e t h e r "  

i. Th$ t i t les ,  3:5,9a. 

4 : 1 ,  "s tewards"  

" m i n i s t e r s "  

From t h e i r  p a r a l l e l s  i n  4 : 1 ,  ue s e e  t h a t  t h e  t i t l e s  form a  
n a t u r a t  p a i r ,  and go t o g e t h e r ,  They are  separa ted  here  t o  
form an i n c Z u s i o  which marks o f f  t h e  farmer metaphor. 

( " a s s i s t a n t s " )  

3:  6 - 8  3 : 1 0 - 2 0  4:2-4 
Farmirig Bui l d i ~ g  S tewarding  

3:21-23 4 : 5  
- 

(a) 3: 5 ,  " m i n i s t e r s  ," BL&NOVOL,  t a b l e - w a i t e r s ,  d e s c r i b i n g  
t h e i r  r o l e  toward t h e  b e l i e v e r s .  

(b )  3: 9a ,  " l a b o r e r s  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  God ," d e s c r i b i n g  their 
r o l e  toward God. 

ii. The metaphors of farmer  and b u i l d e r ,  3:6-20. 

3:9b i s  a  t r a n s i t i o n  be tween t h e s e  paragraphs. I t s  u s e  o f  tlyoutl 
c o n t r a s t s  w i t h  " I r 1  and "he" t h a t  ape dominant i n  t h e  surrounding  
paragraphs. "You are  God's husbandry" l o o k s  back t o  t h e  image 
o f  t h e  farmer, w h i l e  "you are  God's bu i ld ing1 '  l o o k s  forward t o  
t h e  image o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  and b u i l d e r .  
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(a) 3:G-8, the farmer 

The v e r s e s  form an  a l t e r n a t i o n  be tween  man's  r o l e  ( p l a n t i n g  
and w a t e r i n g ) ,  and God ' s  ( i n  t h e  f i r s t  two p a n e l s ,  g i v i n g  
t h e  i n c r e a s e ;  i n  t h e  l a s t ,  r e w a r d i n g ) .  T h i s  metaphor 
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  w o r k e r s  w i t 2  be judged on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  
EFFORT. 

(i) 3:6ar7ar8ar the human effort. 

((a)) Plant--establish new churches. 

((b)) Water--nurture existing assemblies. 

(ii) 3:6b,7br8br the divine contribution. 

((a)) 3:6b,7b--give increase. 

((b)) 3:Ob--reward workers. 

(b) 3:9, the transition. 

(i) Paul and Apollos: laborers with God. 

(ii) The Corinthians: 

((a)) God's husbandry (looking back to w 6-81 

((b)) God's building (looking ahead to vv 10-20) 

(c) 3:lO-20, the builder. 

The s t r u c t u r e  i s  q u i t e  comp tex .  
We b e g i n  by n o t i n g  a  s h i f t  i n  pronouns from " l / h e U  

i n  1 0 - 1 5  t o  " y o u / h e r f  i n  16-20 .  These  two h a l v e s  may be 
roughZy c o n t r a s t e d  a s  i l l u s t r a t i o n  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  
The two p a n e l s  t o g e t h e r  form a  c h i a s m ,  ABCCBA, 

The o u t e r  members o f  t h e  c h i a s m  a r e  10 and 18-20,  
Z i s t i n g  t h e  q u a Z i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  workman. "Wise" i n  
10a c o r r e s p o n d s  w i t h  " w i s e "  and "wisdom" i n  18b-20.  
The workman mus t  be w i s e ,  y e t  n o t  w i t h  t h i s  w o r l d ' s  
wisdom. 

bloving i n  one Layer t o  B ,  we f i n d  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n s  
in l o b  ( " l e t  e v e r y  man . , . I r )  and 18a ( " L e t  no  man . . . " I .  

The C e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  ch ia sm  form an  a l t e r n a t i o n ,  
D E D E ,  where D d e s c r i b e s  t h e  components  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  
and E d e s c r i b e s  t h e  judgment w h i c h  w C Z Z  pass  on  t h i s  work .  

T h i s  metaphor  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  worker s  w i Z Z  be  judged on 
t h e  b a s i s  o f  what  t h e y  PRODUCE. 

(i) 3:10a,18b-20. The qualifications: heavenly wisdom. 

(ii) 3:10b,18a. The warnings: 

((a)) Let every man take heed how he builds. 

((bl) Let no man deceive himself. 
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(iii) 3:11-12,16, t h e  components of  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  

( ( a ) )  3:11, t h e  foundat ion:  C h r l s t .  

( ( b ) )  3:12, metaphors f o r  o n e ' s  work. 

( ( c ) )  3:16a, t h e  s u p e r s t r u c t u r e :  b e l i e v e s s ,  t h e  church.  

( ( d ) )  3:16b, t h e  t e n a n t :  t h e  Holy S p i r i t .  

( i v )  3: 13-l5,17,  t h e  .judgment. 

( ( a ) )  3:13-15, f r g u r a t l v e .  Purged by f i r e ;  what i s  of no 
va lue  burns  up. Compare Luke 3:16,17; Heb. 6:7,8 
(both d e s c r i b i n g  purging of t h e  b e l i e v e r s ) .  

( ( b ) )  3:17, l i t e r a l ,  "des t roy"  = " d e f i l e . "  " I f  I mess 
up God's temple,  God w i l l  mess me u p , "  

iii. The a p p l i c a t i o n ,  3:21-23. 

(a) 3: ZLa,, t h e  command: "Let  no man g l o r y  i n  men." 

(b )  3:21b-23, t h e  reason:  

(i) The mere c r e a t u r e s  t o  whom you a t t a c h e d  yourse lves  a s  
p a r t y  head.s 1 1 : 1 2 )  do n o t  own you ("1 am of [= belong 
t o ]  P a u l " ) .  Ra ther ,  you own them. They a l l  a r e  God's 
g i f t s  t o  you, 

(ii) I t  1s  n o t  t r u e  t h a t  some of you, as a d i s t i n c t i v e  
p a r t y ,  belong t o  C h r i s t .  A l l  of you do.  

(iii) Ul t imate ly ,  a l l  belongs t o  God. Compare I Cor 15:24- 
28 .  

b. The t e ache r  a s  s t eward ,  4 : l - 5 .  

RecaZZ from t h e  d iagram on page 6 t h a t  $he  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h i s  
s e c t i o n  i s  paralZeZ t o  t h a z  o f  3 : s - 2 3 .  

i. The t i t l e s ,  4 : l .  

We h a v e  t h e  same manward and Godward c a t e g o r i e s  t h a t  p a t t e r n e d  
3 : 5 , 9 a ,  bui; i.n c h i a s t i c  o r d e r  (Godward f i r s t  t h i s  t i m e ) .  

(a )  " m i n i s t e r s  [irrrqpct~s, ' a s s i s t a n t , '  of John Mark t o  
Barnabas and Saul i n  Acts  13:5j of C h r i s t  ." While 
3:9a presented u s  a.s God's  fe l lawworkess ,  and t h u s  
more o r  less on a p a r  wi th  him, h e r e  we c l e a r l y  s e e  
o u r s e l v e s  a s  h i s  s u b o r d ~ n a t e s ,  T h i s  i s  our  r o l e  
toward God. 

( b )  "s tewards  of t h e  mys t e r i e s  of  God." Compare Luke 
L 2 : 4 2 .  Our d u t y  manward, t o  f e e d  God's  people .  
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ii. The metaphor of. s teward,  8:2-8. 

(a)  4 : 2 .  The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y :  be f a i t h f u l  t o  d i s c h a r g e  
t h e  t r u s t .  

(b )  4 :3 -4 .  The judgment: 

(i) 4:3a, n o t  t h e  a p i n i o n  o f  o t h e r  men, 

(ii) 4:3b,4aI n o t  even h i s  own e v a l u a t i o n .  Cf. P s .  1 9 : 1 2 .  

l i i i )  4:4b, Only t h e  Lord, because ,  as 4:5 shows, t h e  
judgaent  i s  on t h e  b a s i s  of  mot ives ,  which on ly  
t h e  Lord c a n  a c c u r a t e l y  a s s e s s .  

iii. The a p p l i c a t i o n ,  4:5. 

(a]  The command: d o n ' t  f o m  premature judgments of men 
(by e x a l t ~ n g  some, and i gno r ing  o t h e r s ) .  

(b) The reason:  t h e  t r u e  judge i s  comlng. 

(i) B a s i s  of h i s  judgment: 

( (a) ) "Hidden t h i n g s  of  da rkness ,  " compare Eph. 5: l 1 , 1 2 .  
Suggests  s e c r e t  s i n s ,  n e g a t i v e  t h i n g s ,  

( (b) I " counse l s  of t h e  h e a r t , "  i nc lud ing  o u r  [good] 
i n t e n t i o n s .  

6 i i )  Resu l t :  every  man s h a l l  have t h e  (= h i s  p roper )  - 
praise from God. 

2 .  P a u l ' s  Example of C h r i s t i a n  M i n i s t r y ,  4:6-13. 

A f t e r  a  t r u n s i t i o n a Z  v e r s e  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  t R e  m o t i v e s  fop t h e  
metaphors  and TOP t h e  ~ o Z t o w i n g  t e s t i m o n y  ( 4 : 6 ) ,  he  a n a t y z e s  
t h e i r  b o a s t  1 4 :  7 - 8 1  and foZZows i t  w i t h  h i s  own ( 4 : Q - 1 3 ) ,  

a.  The mot lves ,  4:6, 

Note  t h e  t w o f o l d  r e p e t i t i o n  of " t h a t , "  The f i r s t  m o t i v e  i s  
more generuZ;  t h e  s econd ,  more specific. 

i. That  t hey  might  l e a r n  t h e  t r u t h  of t h e  maxim, "Don' t  
t h ink  beyond t h a t  w h ~ c h  i s  w r i t t e n , "  The syn tax  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  Paul  i s  c i t i n g  a motto o r  general.  
p r i n c i p l e  of sane  s o r t ,  exho r t i ng  people  to have minds 
c o n t r o l l e d  by S c r i p t u r e .  Compare Deut.  29: 29; I1 Cor. 
10 :4 ,5 ,  

ii, That  they  might  app ly  t h i s  maxim t~ t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  which 
he  has  a l r e a d y  c i ted  ( i n  1:19; 3 :19,20) ,  and n o t  t a k e  
s i d e s  over  human l e a d e r s .  
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b. The b o a s t s ,  4:7-13. 

i. The i r  b o a s t ,  4:7-8. 

(a) 4:7. They do  n o t  c o r r e c t l y  i d e n t i f y  t h e  GIVER. 

t i )  WHO i s  he? God, of cou r se ,  I Sam, 2:6-8. 

(ii) WHAT has  he  given? A l l  t h i n g s ,  I Chron. 29:lO-16. 

(hi) WHY do they  g lo ry?  Shows t h a t  they  n e g l e c t  t h e  
f o r c e  af t h e  f i r s t  two q u e s t i o n s .  

/b) 4:8. They do n o t  unders tand t h e  GIFT. 

( i )  What t hey  t h i n k  they  have: t h e  kingdom, on t h e  b a s i s  
of  m a t e r i a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  C o n t r a s t  Rom. 14:17. 

( i i l  P a u l ' s  c o r r e c t i o n :  they  have no t ,  i n  f a c t ,  a r r i v e d .  
Compare Phil, 3:12-15. To t h i n k  t h a t  one i s  mature 
1s one of  t h e  c l e a r e s t  s i g n s  of  immatur i ty .  

ii. P a u l ' s  b o a s t ,  8:9-13. 

(a) 4:9a. The GIVER: "God has  se t  u s  f o r t h , "  

(b) $:9b-13, t h e  G I F T .  

Though t h e  correspondenoe i s  o n l y  ZogicaZ and n o t  formal ,  
we may have here a  chiasm,  A B C B A ,  a s  deve loped below.  

(i) 4:9br13b. Worthless s t a t u s  i n  t h e  eyes  of t h e  world. 
They a r e  seen  as condemned c r i m i n a l s  f i t  on ly  t o  feed 
t o  t h e  l i o n s ;  as rubb ish  and r e f u s e ,  

(ii) 4:10,l2b-13a. A t  a d i s advan t age  w i t h  t h e i r  e v a l u a t o r s ,  
by t h e  wor ld ' s  s t a n d a r d s .  

(iii) 4:11-12aa S u f f e r i n g s .  

11. Church Unity and t h e  Ques t i on  of P u r i t y ,  4:14-6:20. 

4:14-21 and 5 : 1 - 6 : 2 0  aach have t h e i r  own chCaetCc s t r u c t u r e ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
them as  separa te  u n t r s ,  4 : 1 6  i s  t h e  heading t o  t h i s  s e c t i o n  on pract icaZ 
p u r i t y ,  answering t o  1 : 1 0 ,  arzd c o n t r a s t i n g  w i t h  t h e  appeal  e a r t i e r  NOT 
t o  folZow men, The s h i f t  zn pronouns from lrwerr t o  "Iu between 4:13,14 
shous eZearZy t h a t  4 : 1 4 , 2 5  beLong w i t h  t h e  r e s t  of 4 : 1 4 - 2 1 .  However, 
" t h e s e  t h i n g s u  i n  4 : 1 4  seem t o  r e p e r  t o  what has gone b e f o r e ,  We 
s u g g e s t ,  therz, t h a t  4:14-22 i s  a  t r a n s i t z o n a Z  paragraph Zntroducing  
t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  p u r i t y .  
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A .  The Example, 4:14-21. 

1. Two r e sou rce s  for  i n s t r u G t i n g  them, 4 : 1 4 , 2 1 .  

a. Negatrve: "shame you," "rod."  

b. P o s i t i v e :  "warn you ,"  " love  and meekness". 

2. TWO k lnds  of h e l p e r s ,  4:15,17-20, 

a .  The " i n s t r u e t o r s , "  of  wham Timothy i s  an example. 

b, P a u l ,  t h e  " f a t h e r , "  who wlll s h o r t l y  come t o  them. 

3 .  ''Be fo1l.owers of rne,ls 4:P6 ( c e n t e r  o f  ehiasm; f o c a l  p o i n t )  

B. The Exhor t a t i on ,  5:1-6:20. 

These c h a p t e r s  p r e s e n t  two concurren t  s t r u c t u r e s .  
The p i r s t  s t r u c t u r e  i s  coded through complementary d i s t r i b u t i o n  

o f  two keywords i n  c h i a s t i c  fa sh ion:  " forn-2.cat ionU and cognates  
( i n  5 : l - 1 1  and 6 : 9 - 2 0 1  and l ' judge'l  and cogna tes  ( 5 : 1 2 - 6 : 8 ) .  

The seeond s t r u c t u r e  i s  a  s h i f t  i n  t h e  middle  o f  t h e  judgment 
s e c t i o n  from d z s c u s s i n g  t h e  .church's  a t t i t u d e  toward an e r r i n g  
b r o t h e r  ( c h a p t e r  5J t o  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  b e t i e v e r ' s  personal  
invo2uement i n  judgment and p r n i c a t i o n  Iehapter  69. 

Fornzca t i~on  i s  condemned i n  b o t h  c h a p t e r s .  The a t t i t u d e  
toward judgment,  though,  i s  radicaZZy d i p f e r e n t ,  5 : 1 2 - 1 3  d i s c u s s e s  
judgnent  b e f o r e  B E L I E V E R S  concerning  an oppense a g a i n s t  G O D .  T h i s  
che C o r i n t h i a n s  had negZec ted ,  and need t o  carry  o u t .  On t h e  o t h e r  
hand, 6 ; l - 8  d i s c u s s e s  judgment b e f o r e  U N B E L I E V E R S  concerning  
o f f e n s e s  a g a i n s t  OURSELVES,  These judgments t h e  Cor in th ians  were 
u n d e ~ i a k i n g ,  and sholnld drop .  

The r e Z a t i o n s h i p  between she two c h a p t e r s  i s  emphasized n o t  onZy 
by t h e  s i m i t a r  keywords,  b u t  aZso by t h e  cZose paraZZeZ between 
t h e  Z i s t s  o f  s i n s  i n  5 : 1 1  and 6 : 9 , 1 0 .  

1, Deal ing w i th  s l n  i n  ano the r ,  5:E-13. 

1 have n u t  d e t e c t e d  as many fbrmaZ s t r u c t u r a 2  cZues i n  t h i s  
chap ter  as  t h e  o t h e r s  l ead  me t o  e z p e c t ,  So my a n a t y s i s ,  which 
z s  e s sen t iaZZy  topzcaZ ,  must be cons idered  t e n t a t i v e .  

a .  The problem, 5: l-2.  It i s  twofold:  

i, The manss s i n ,  5 : l .  

ii. The chu rch ' s  l a c k  of response ,  5:2. 

b ,  The s o l u t i o n ,  5:3-13. 

1. What Pau l  does ,  5:3-5. 

( a )  The judgment: " d e l i v e r  t o  Sa t an . "  Pau l  i s  t h e  one 
who does t h i s  ( c f .  I T i m  1:203. For  p o s s i b l e  examples, 
see A c t s  5:l-11: 13:9-11. The a p o s t l e  must be  present, 
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a t  l e a s t  " i n  s p i r i t . "  Apost les  of  t he  Lord J e s u s  could 
do s p e c i a l  t h i n g s  t h a t  we do n o t  expec t  t o  s e e  today: 
I1 Cor l 2 : l 2 .  

( b )  The purpose: " d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  f l e s h  ... s p i r i t  may be  
saved." Not v i n d i c t i v e  o r  ma l i c ious ,  b u t  w i t h  a d e s i r e  
f o r  r e s t o r a t i o n .  Was t h i s  end achieved i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  
I f  COP 2 : 5 - 8 ?  

(c)  The con tex t :  " i n  t h e  name o f  o u r  Lord J e sus  C h r l s t ,  
when you a r e  ga thered  t o g e t h e r  ..." Such a c t i o n s  a r e  t h e  
duty and p r e r o g a t i v e  of  t h e  church,  n o t  of an i n d i v i d u a l .  
Note how M a t r  18:15-19, which g ive  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  such 
proceedings ,  a r e  fo l lowed immediately by 18:20, "where 
two o r  t h r e e  a r e  ga the red  t o g e t h e r  i n  my name...." 

ii. What Paul  t e l l s  them t o  do, 5:6-13. 

( a )  The metaphor, 5:6-8. 

(i) You a r e  unleavened. Probably w r i t t e n  a t  Passover  
season.  The Cor. church began n e x t  door t o  t h e  synagogue, 
and drew i t s  e a r l y  conve r t s  from t h e r e  (Acts f 8 : 7 , 8 ) .  
Jewish C h r i s t i a n s  even today observe  Passover  f o r  i t s  
reminders of  C h r i s t .  

(ii) But a crumb remains t h a t  you missed. 

( b )  The l i t e r a l  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  5:9-13. 

( f )  The " l e t t e r "  may be  t h i s  one. Gk. l e t t e r s  o f t e n  use 
a p a s t  t e n s e  ( " e p i s t o l a r y  a o r i s t " )  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e i r  
own w r i t i n g ,  because  when t h e  r e c i p i e n t  r eads  it,  t h e  
a c t  i s  p a s t .  

(ii) "any man t h a t  i s  c a l l e d  a b ro the rN- - the se  a c t i o n s  
on ly  concern t hose  i n  t h e  assembly. 

(iii) The s i n s  which occas ion  such d i s c i p l i n e  (5:11) a r e  
t h e  s o r t  t h a t  l e ave  doubts about  a p e r s o n s s  s a l v a t i o n  
( 6 : 9 , 1 0 ) .  

( i v )  The judgment: "pu t  away". . . "no t  t o  e a t . "  Refers  a t  
l e a s t  t o  t h e  Lord ' s  Supper. 

2. Dealing w i t h  s i n  i n  o u r s e l v e s ,  6:l-20. 

6 : l - 8  a re  marked n o t  o n l y  by " j u d g e "  and " judgment , "  b u t  a l s o  by 
d e r i v a t i v e s  o f  t h e  Greek s t e m  h b ~ x -  " u n j u s t "  O f u n j u s t "  6 : 1 ;  " t a k e  
wrong" 617; "do wrong" 6 :8 ;  " u n r i g h t e o u s "  6 : 9 ) .  T h i s  keyword pu lZs  
6:9-21 toward 6 :Z -8 ,  w h i l e  " f o r n i c a t i o n v  i n  6 :9  p u l l s  it toward 
6 : 2 2 - 2 0 .  We concLude t h a t  6 :9-11  i s  a h i n g e ,  

a ,  The s i n  of t r e a t i n g  a b r o t h e r  u n j u s t l y ,  6:1-8. 

The c r i t i c i s m  has  t h r e e  s t a g e s ,  t h e  f i r s t  two a r t i e u Z a t s d  b y  
a  h i n g e  ( 6 : 6 1 ,  and t h e  Zas t  two ( 6 : 7 , 8 )  by  an e x t r a c t e d  
a Z t e r n a t i o n ,  
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1, you t a k e  one ano ther  t o  c o u r t  be fo re  unbe l i eve r s ,  6: l-5.  

(Hinge, 6 : 6 .  The f i r s t  h a l f  of t h e  v e r s e  looks  ahead t o  6:7, 
whlle  t h e  second h a l f  r e c a l l s  6:1-5.) 

ii. You t a k e  one ano the r  t o  c o u r t  a t  a l l ,  6 : l  

iii. You o f f end  one ano the r  i n  such a  way a s  t o  make c o u r t  
an o p t i o n ,  6 : 8 .  

b. Hinge, 6:9-11.  

we have two s t a t e m e n t s  a b o u t  peop l e  who s h a l 2  n o t  i n h e r i t  t h e  
k ingdom.  The f z r s t  recaZZs  611-8,  w h i l e  t h e  second a n t i c i p a t e s  
6 :12 -20 .  The n o t e  o f  encouragement  i n  6 : l I  has no c l e a r  
c o r r e s p o n d e n t .  Compare t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  Heb 6 : 9  i n  i t s  c o n t e x t .  

i. The warnings ,  6 : 9 - 1 0 .  

a ,  The UNRIGHTEOUS [6:1-8) s h a l l  n o t  i n h e r l t  t h e  kingdom. 

b. The IMMORAL ( 6 : 1 2 - 2 0 )  s h a l l  n o t  i n h e r i t  t h e  kingdom. 

ii. The encouragement, 6 : l l .  

T h e r e  i s  a s u b t l e  s t r u c t u ~ a 2  Link be tween  t h i s  v e r s e  and 
6 : 6 , 8 .  The e a p Z i e ~  v e r s e s  b o t h  have t h e  s t r u c t u r e  &AX&.. . 
u a t  ~ o o r o ~ t a O + a . , .  " b u t / n a y , . . a n d  t h a t . . , . "  6 : I l  o f f e r s  
t h e  same e l e m e n t s ,  i n  r e v e r s e  o r d e r :  wab ra0td. ... &hi&.,.  
&hh&..,&hhh.. . "and s u c h , . . b u t  .. , b u t ,  . .  but.... I I  

c .  The s i n  of  f o r n i c a t i o n ,  6:12-20. 

A f t e r  s t a t z n g  a genera2  p r i n c i p l e  / 6 : 1 2 ) ,  PauZ r a i s e s  two 
pos s ibZe  a p p l i o a t i o n s  o f  i t  ( 6 : 1 3 , 2 4 / ,  An ambiguous metaphor 
i n  t h e  second  Zeads him t o  expand i t  i n  two ways ( 6 : 1 5 - 1 8 ,  
29-20)  .. 

i, The g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e ,  6 : l Z .  " A l l  t h i n g s  a r e  l awfu l  
- unto  me" may have been a  common p a u l i n e  motto: c f .  

10:23, and t h e  i d e a  behind Rom 14:14; I T i m .  4:4,5. 
But two qualifications a r e  needed. 

( a )  Not a l l  t h i n g s  a r e  exped ien t .  Are we running t h e  
world acc .  t o  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  There i s  no law 
a g a l n s t  t r y l n g  t o  run a  c a r  on soda pop, b u t  it 
won't  work. The a t t emp t  i s  evidence of  s t u p i d i t y ,  
n o t  l i b e r t y .  , 

(b )  I w i l l  n o t  be brought  under t h e  power of  any. Cf. 
Rom 6~12-18 .  Some freedoms e x i s t  only  s o  long a s  
we do n o t  e x e r c i s e  them. 
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ii. Appl ica t ion  t o  two q u e s t i o n s ,  6:13-14 

( a )  Meat 

c i a  Exped~ency:  meat and t h e  b e l l y  a r e  in tended  f o r  one 
ano ther .  

(ii) Both w i l l  p a s s  away, The issue i s  temporal  and 
amoral. Cf. 7:29-31. 

( b )  F o r n i c a t i o n  

"Body" i s  ambiguous, Does C t  r e f e r  t o  t h e  ZndCvidual human 
corpse ,  o r  t o  t h e  assembZy ( a s  i n  c h a p t e r  1 2 / ?  The ind iv iduaZ  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  f i t s  w e l l .  But ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  prevaZence o f  
f o r n i c a t i o n  as a  c u l t i c  phenomenon i n  t h e  a n c i e n t  wor ld ,  so 
does t h e  c o r p o r a t e ,  The ZocaZ church i s  n o t  t o  i m i t a t e  t h e  
pagan temple  i n  promoting f o r n i c a t i o n ,  Paul seems t o  be 
aware o f  b o t h  s e n s e s ,  f o r  each o f  t h e  necet two paragraphs 
expounds one o f  them, 

(i) Expediency: The body ( i n  e i t h e r  s ense )  and f o r n i c a t i o n  
a r e  n o t  i n t ended  f o r  one ano ther .  

(ii) I n  view of t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  t h e  m a t t e r  has  e t e r n a l  
consequences. 

iii. The two "bodies"  and f o r n i c a t i o n ,  6:  15-20 

Both s e c t i o n s  b e g i n ,  IfKnow you n o t . .  , ," and c l o s e  u i t h  a 
command" The f i r s t  i s  about  b o d i e s  IpturaZ and t h u s  i n d i v i d u a l ) ,  
w h i l e  t h e  second i s  about  t h e  s i n g l e  body ( o f  C h r i s t ) .  The 
commands move from a p a r t i c u l a r  s i n  ( f o r n i c a t i o n )  t o  t h e  general  
need for  people t o  gLor<fy Go& 

( a )  F o r n i c a t i o n  and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  body, 6:15-18. 

(i) The p r i n c i p l e ,  6:15-17. 6:15b should  be rendered ,  
" S h a l l  I then  t a k e  away t h e  members of  C h r i s t . . . ? "  
Compare 6:9,10. F o r n i c a t i o n  and C h r i s t i a n i t y  a r e  
a b s o l u t e l y  incompat ib le .  

(ii) The command, 6:18. FLEE f o r n i c a t i o n .  Cf. Gen 39: 
7-12. C a r e f u l l y  d i s t i n g u i s h :  

( ( a ) )  R e s i s t  t h e  Devi l ,  J a s  4:7; I P e t  5:8,9;  

((b)) F l e e  you th fu l  l u s t s ,  h e r e ,  I T i m  6 : 1 1 ,  I1 T i m  2:22. 

(ili) The re in forcement ,  6:18b. 

(b )  F o r n i c a t i o n  and t h e  body o f  C h r i s t ,  6:19-20. 

(i) The p r i n c i p l e ,  6:19-20a. The temple metaphor i s  
e lsewhere  used on ly  of t h e  c o r p o r a t e  body: Eph 2:19-22, 
I Pe t .  2:4-5. 
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(ii) The command, 6 :  20b. "Glo r i fy  God." 

(iii) The re in forcement ,  6:20c. "which a r e  God's." 

~ h o u g h  7 : 1 - 2 4 ,  2 5 - 4 0  have s e p a r a t e  b l o c k  head ings ,  thep  are  c l o s e l y  
r e l a t e d .  Both d e a l  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  o f  c e l i b a c y  and marriage.  
~ o t h  c o n s i s t  o f  bZooks o f  t e s t  o f  t h r e e  t y p e s .  

2'ype A,  "Duties op marriage,l l  d e s c r z b e s  t h e  concern and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
which each spouse hue for  t h e  o t h e r t l s  n e e d s ,  

Type B, "Change Mapita2 S t a t e ? " ,  c o n t a i n s  t h e  o n l y  f i n i t e  forms o f  
t h e  v e r b  " t o  marry" i n  t h e  c h a p t e r ;  eon tempta tes  changes b o t h  from 
s $ n g l e  t o  married and from married t o  s i n g l e ;  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  new 
r e u e l a t i o n  t o  PauZ f ~ o m  ear th29  teachCngs o f  t h e  Lord J e s u s ;  and 
c o n t a i n s  t h e  onZy occurrenoes  o f  oO+ws "so"  i n  t h e  c h a p t e r ,  

Type C, "TemporaZ S t a t e , "  p r e s e n t s  a  s e r i e s  o f  temporal  c o n t r a s t s  
t h a t  do ~ o t  m a t t e r ,  and c o n t a i n s  t h e  o n l y  i n s t a n c e s  o f  ~ p d o u a ~  
" t o  use"  zn t h e  c h a p t e r  ( 2 2 , 3 1 1 ,  

Types A and C are  e imiZar  i n  t h a t  b o t h  g i v e  reasons  n o t  t o  change 
m a r i t a l  s t a t e ,  w h i l e  5 t e l l s  when a  change i s  a p p r o p r i a t e .  The 
f i r s t  b l o c k  p r e s e n t s  t h e s e  t y p e s  Cn t h e  o r d e r  ABC, w h i l e  t h e  second 
i n v e r t s  t h i s  chiasm t o  p r e s e n t  BCxAB, 

Our e x p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e s e  bZocks assumes t h a t  t h e  C o r i n t h i a n s ,  i n  an 
e f f o r t  t o  c o n t r o l  f o r n i c a t i o n ,  sough t  t o  proczaim c e z i b a c y  as  a  
u n i v e r s a l  l i f e  s t y l e ,  and t h a t  t h e  l e t t e r  mentioned i n  7 : 1  sought  
PauZfs  endorsement o f  t h a t  s t r a t e g y .  The chap ter  does n o t  g i v e  such 
an endorsement ,  b u t  t a e t f u l Z y  p o i v t s  o u t  t h a t  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s  i s  i n  
most cases  an amoral i s s u e ,  t o  be dec ided  on t h e  b a s i s  of  i n d i v i d u a l  
g i f t  and c i rcums tance  r a t h e r  than  eccZesiastCcaZ f i a t ,  

Block 2 
"NOW concerning t h e  t h i n g s  whereof ye wrote  unto  me" 

7:l-24 

7 : 6 - 1 7  are  s e t  o f f  by an i n t e r n a x  i n c Z u s i o  between 7 : 6 - 7  and 7 : 1 7 ,  
Leading t o  an o v e r a l l  t h r e e - f o l d  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  i s  conf i rmed by 
t h e  correspondences  w i t h  t h e  fo l lowing  b lock  noted  above. 

I. The Du t i e s  o f  Marriage,  1 : l -5 .  

A .  The Corinthian c l a im ,  7:l. " I t  i s  good f o r  a  man n o t  t o  touch 
a  woman," Pau l  uses  wahBs " [ a e s t h e t i c a l l y ]  good," n o t  aya9dg 
" [mora l ly ]  good," t hus  q u a l i f y i n g  t h e l r  c la im [ a s  we have 
r e c o n s t r u c t e d  x t )  even a s  he  summarizes it. 

B. The Pau l ine  q u a l i f i c a t i o n ,  7:2-5. 

1, The need f o r  mar r iage ,  7:2. C f .  P ~ O V  5 :15-20 .  
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2 .  The n a t u r e  of marriage, 7:3-5. 

a .  I t  i s  n o t  a  p l a t o n i c  r e l a t l o n s h i p ,  7:3-4. Cf. Exod 21:10 

i. 7:3, husband and w l f e  owe a f f e c t i o n  t o  one ano ther .  
Compare Eph 5:25. Command and l o v e  can c o e x i s t .  

li. 7 : 4 ,  husband and w i f e  c o n t r o l  one a n o t h e r ' s  bodies .  

b. Under t h r e e  conditions, p h y s i c a l  r e l a t i o n s  may be suspended, 
7: 5. 

i. "with consen t . "  Must be a  mutual d e c i s i o n ,  n o t  t h e  whim 
of one p a r t y  o r  t h e  o t h e r .  

ii. " f a s t i n g  and p r a y e r . "  

( a )  The purpose i s  s p i r i t u a l  e x e r c i s e .  Compare Exod 19:15; 
I Sam 21:4,5; Zech 12:12-14, 

(b) The need i s  s o  p r e s s i n g  t h a t  t h e  a p p e t i t e  f o r  food i s  
t o  be denied a s  w e l l .  

iii. " f o r  a  time..,come coge ther  aga in . "  The a b s t e n t i o n  i s  
t o  be temporary. 

c .  P a u l ' s  l n s t r u c t l o n s  h e r e  sugges t  t h a t  t h e  Cor in th i ans  were 
sugges t i ng  t h a t  b e l i e v e r s  who were a l r e a d y  marr ied  should  
abstain from p h y s l c a l  a f f e c t i o n .  H i s  comments r e j e c t  such 
an ~ d e a ,  wh l l e  r e c o g n ~ z i n g  l e g i t i m a t e  occas ions  f o r  temporary 
abstention. 

11. Should b e l i e v e r s  seek t o  change t h e i r  m a r i t a l  s t a t e ?  7:6-17. 

A c h i a s t i c  i n c l u s i o  prom 7 :6 -7  t o  7:37 s e t s  o f f  t h e  s e c t i o n ,  which i s  
d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  p a r t s  b y  P a u t , ' ~  comments t o  each o f  t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  
groups.  

A .  The i n c l u s i o ,  7:6-7,17. 

1. P a u l ' s  authority, 7:6,P7b. "I speak t h l s . . . s o  I orda in . . . "  
The c o n t r a s t  between "permiss ion"  and "commandment" i n  7:6 
i s  probably  between "commandments" g iven by t h e  Lord du r ing  
h i s  e a r t h l y  l i f e  ( c f .  7:10,259 and r e v e l a t i o n s  which Paul  
i s  g rac ious ly  "permi t t ed"  t o  convey. One 1s n o t  more 
a u t h o r i t a t i v e  than  t h e  o t h e r .  

2 .  The p r i n c i p l e  of  pe r sona l  g i f t ,  7:7,17a.  

B. The d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s i o n ,  7:8-16. 

Two parameters govern each o f  t h e  t h r e e  s e c t i o n s :  t h e  group be<ng 
addressed ,  and t h e  source 07 P a u l ' s  comments, The i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  
t h e  second group come ( 7 : 1 0 )  prom t h e  L o r d ' s  e a r t h l y  t e a c h i n g ,  w h i l e  
t h e  t h i r d  group comes 1 7 : 1 2 /  through PauZ, 7:8 does n o t  s p e c i f y  
t h e  source ,  u n l e s s  7:6 i s  c a t a p h o r i c ,  i n  which case  t h e  t h r e e  s e t s  
o f  i n s t r u c t i o n s  porm a  chCasm, "PauZ-Lord-Paul." 
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1. pau l  add re s se s  t h e  unmarried and widows, 9 : 8 - 9 .  

There i s  Z i t t Z e  d e t a i l  h e r e ,  probably because t h i s  group comes 
more i n t o  focus i n  7 : 2 5 - 4 0 .  

a .  J : 8 .  Cel ibacy i s  nah6s, a e s t h e t i c a l l y  good. 

b .  7:9. But mar r iage  i s  p r e f e r a b l e  t o  s i n  (and t h u s  
i m p l i c i t l y  n o t  s i n f u l ) .  

2 .  The Lord commands saved c o u p l e s ,  7:lO-11. 

The t h i r d  group, t h e  " r e s t "  o f  7 : 1 2 ,  e l e p l i c i t l y  c o n s i s t s  o f  
beZeevers  marreed t o  unbeZCevers.  T h i s  s t rongZy s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
t h e  "married" o f  t h e  second group are  coupZes b o t h  o f  whose 
members are  b e l i e v e r s .  

a .  7:10,11a. I n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  wi fe .  

i. 7:lO. Don ' t  l e a v e  t h e  husband. 

ii. 7 : l l a .  I f  you do l e ave ,  e i t h e r  

( a )  s t a y  s i n g l e  o r  

(b) b e  r econc i l ed .  

( c )  Note t h a t  one s o  s e p a r a t e d  i s  NOT a t  l i b e r t y  t o  
marry someone e l s e .  They a r e  n o t  i n  t h e  ca tegory  
of  "unmarried and widows" of 7:8. 

b. 7 : l l b ,  I n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  husband: d o n ' t  p u t  away t h e  
wi fe .  Unllke t h e  w i f e  i n  ii above, t h e r e  i s  no second 
s e t  of i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  c a s e  t h e  f i r s t  i s  broken. 

3 .  paul  i n s t r u c t s  unequal ly  yoked b e l i e v e r s ,  7:12-16. 

The Lord ' s  e a r t h l y  t e a c h i n g s  on marriage and d i v o r c e  were i n  t h e  
c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  Zaw of Moses and t h e  community o f  I s r a e l ,  and t h u s  
presume t h a t  b o t h  members o f  t h e  marriage are  a l s o  members o f  
c o d ' s  peopZe. I n  t r e a t i n g  t h e  problem o f  mixed marr iages ,  Paul 
eannot  appeaZ t o  t h a t  t e a c h i n g ,  b u t  here  p r e s e n t s  new r e v e l a t i o n .  
He here  shows t h a t  mixed marr iages  are  t o  be handled d i f f e r e n t l y  
i n  t h e  church t h a n  the2  were i n  I s r a e l  (Ezra  9 - 1 0 ,  though we 
should  n o t e  t h a t  t h e s e  mixed marr-iages probably r e s u l t e d  from 
t h e  saZva t ion  o f  one member o f  an unsaved c o u p l e ,  w h i l e  t h o s e  
i n  Ezra r e s u l t e d  from a b e l i e v e r  e n t e r i n g  i n t o  marriage w i t h  
an unbeZ iever i  . 

Paul g i v e s  i n s t r u c t i o n  for two c a s e s .  I n  each ,  he p r e s e n t s  
f i r s t  a  command, t h e n  an e r p l a n a t i o n .  

a. I f  t h e  unbe l iev ing  p a r t n e r  wishes  t o  remain, 7:12-14. 

i. 7:12,13. The b e l i e v e r ,  whether husband o r  w i f e ,  i s  
n o t  t o  i n i t i a t e  a s e p a r a t i o n .  
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The OT forb<ds mixed marr iages  i D t  7 : 3 , 4 ;  23:s-8;  1 K 2 1 : 2 - 1 3 ;  
Neh 9:30;  Z 3 r 2 3 - 3 0 ;  Ezra 9 , 1 0 1  on two m o t t u e s :  t h e y  m i r  t h e  
holg i= s e p a r u t e l  p ~ o p Z e  w z t h  t h e  unholy  i e f ,  Ezra 9 : 2 / ,  and 
t h e y  endanger t h e  s p i r i t u a l  weZfare o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  PauZ's 
e ~ p l a n a t i o n  d e a l s  w i t h  each 07 t h e s e  i a s u e s ,  and seems t o  
presume an acquain tance  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  Cor in thzans  w z t h  
t h e  07 teaching, 

( a )  The unbe l iev ing  mate i s  sanctified by t h e  b e l i e v e r ,  t hus  
d e a l i n g  w i th  t h e  h o l i n e s s  problem. 

(b )  The c h i l d r e n  w i l l  n o t  be o s t r a c i z e d  from t h e  people of  
God, a s  they would have been under. t h e  OT law. 

b. I f  t h e  unbe l iev ing  p a r t n e r  wishes  t o  d e p a r t ,  7:15-16. 

i. 7:  15a. Command: L e t  them d e p a r t .  

f i .  7:15b-16. Explanat ion.  

(a) "Not under bondage." The Greek verb  1s 6ouhBw " t o  
ens l ave , "  d i s t i n c t  from t h e  ve rb  6kw " t o  b ind"  which 
is used i n  7:39: Rom 7:l-3. The b e l l e v e r  1 s  under no 
o b l l g a t ~ o n  t o  s e r v e  t h e  d e s i r e s  of  t h e  depar ted  mate, 
i n  regard ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t o  t h e  d u t i e s  of  7:2-5,  But 
n e ~ t h e r  a r e  they f r e e  t o  remarry.  The "bondage" has  
ceased,  b u t  t h e  mar r iage  "bond," a  d i s t ~ n c t  t h i n g ,  
remains. 

(b )  " c a l l e d  u s  t o  peace ."  A s  f n  7 ~ 1 1 ,  i f  t h e  oppo r tun i t y  
for  a  reconciliation a r i s e s ,  we a r e  t o  t a k e  it. 

(c) 7:16. W e  must remember t h a t  God may use  t h e  b e l i e v e r  
t o  b r i n g  t h e  unbe l i eve r  t o  h imse l f .  

c, Comment: Th l s  s e c t i o n  assumes t h a t  marr iages  con t r ac t ed  
b e f o r e  salvation remaln zn  e f f e c t  a f t e r .  There i s  no evidence 
i n  t h e  NT t.hat people  f e l t  t h e l r  mar r iages  annul led  by s a l v a t i o n  
and s o  remarr ied .  Imp l i ca t i ons :  

1, M a r r ~ a g e  IS an i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  unbe l i eve r s  as w e l l  a s  b e l i e v e r s .  

11. D ~ v o r c e  and remar r iage  wh i l e  t h e  f i r s t  mate l i v e s  c o n s t i -  
t u t e s  bigamy, r e ~ a r d l e s s  of  t h e  r e l a t i v e  chronology of 
t h e  dzvorce,  t h e  r emar r i age ,  and t h e  p o i n t  of  s a l v a t i o n .  

I .  The Nature of t h e  Temporal S t a t e ,  7:18-24. 

i J 0  z Z Z u s t r a t i o n s  deve lop  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  our ternporaZ s t a t e  i s  amoral.  
61ch is deve foped  w i t h  t h e  same Ghree p o i n t s ,  

A. The i l l u s t r a t i o n  of c i r cumc i s ion ,  7:18-20. 

1. 7:18. The presence  o r  absence of t h e  p h y s i c a l  s i g n  i s  
no th ing  i n  i t s e l f .  ( ~ c t s  16:l-3 shows t h a t  even t h e  
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prohibi t l ion  h e r e  of c i rcumcis ion  i s  pragmat ic  r a t h e r  than 
moral. 1 

2 .  7:19. What m a t t e r s  1s n o t  t h e  s i g n  i t s e l f ,  b u t  obedience 
t o  God's law (which under t h e  o l d  o r d e r  it s i g n i f i e d ) .  

3, 7:2Q.' "Let  every  man ab ide  wherein he was ~ a l l e d . ~ '  

B, The illustration of  s l a v e r y ,  7:21-24. 

1. 7 ~ 2 1 .  The presence  o r  absence of  s e r v i t u d e  i s  no th ing  i n  
l t s e l f  [though aga in ,  a change i s  al lowed f o r  temporal ,  
p r a g m a t ~ c  r ea sans )  . 

2 .  7:22-23. What m a t t e r s  is  o u r  spiritual s t a t u s  a s  f r e e  from 
s l n  and s l a v e s  of God. 

3 .  7: 2 4 .  "Le t  every  man, wherein he IS c a l l e d ,  . . . ab ide . "  

Block 3 
"Now Concerning V f  r g f n s "  

7: 25-40 

See dtagram, o o e r l e a f ,  fop t h e  oweraZt c h i a s t i c  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h i s  
s e c t i o n ,  The e x p o o i t i o n  w i Z Z  proceed from t h e  ends toward t h e  
midd le .  

I.  Should b e l i e v e r s  seek t o  change t h e i r  m a r i t a l  s t a t e ?  7:25-28a, 
36-40. 

A .  P a u l ' s  l 'judgment,l '  7:25b, 40b. Pau l  t hus  i n t roduces  new 
revelation, wi thou t  c l e a r  p r eceden t  i n  t h e  L o r d s s  e a r t h l y  
teaching. 

B. I d e a l s  and o p t i o n s ,  7:26-28a, 36-40a. 

7 : 2 6 - 2 8 a  makes a s i n g l e  sh t j@t  f ~ o m  t h e  a e s t h e t i c  i d e a l  o f  
s i n g l e n e s s  t o  t h o  m o r a f l y  a c c e p t a b l e  o p t i o n  o f  marriage.  T h i s  
i s  t r i p z e d  t o  produce t h e  a l t e r n a t i o n  o f  7:36-40a. 

a .  7:26,27. The i d e a l :  s t a y  as you a r e ,  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
s i n g l e .  The ve rb  vou~Co "I suppose" f s  used elsewhere 
i n  the NT in M t  5:17; 10:34; 20:lO; Lk 2:44; 3:23; Acts  
7:25: 8:20; 1 4 ~ 1 9 ;  16:13,27; 17:29; 21:29; I T i m  6:s .  
I n v a r i a b l y ,  it i n t r o d u c e s  a s u p p o s i t i o n  which t u r n s  o u t  
t o  be wrong, o r  a t  b e s t  h igh ly  doub t fu l .  I t  i n t roduces  
doub t fu l  assertions. Here, it s e v e r e l y  q u a l i f i e s  t h e  
approval  w h ~ c h  Paul  might  o therwise  be  understood t o  be 
o f f e r i n g  t h e  c e l i b a t e s .  

b. 1:28a. The moral op t i on :  t h e r e  i s  no s i n  i n  marrying. 
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The i d e a l / o p t i o n .  2's n o t  on22 t r i p l e d ,  b u t  r e v e r s e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  
h i g h l i g h t  t h e  c k i n s t i c  s t rwocure  o f  t h e  passage.  

Are t h e  i ~ s t r u c t z o n s  i n  7 : 5 6 - 3 8  t o  t h e  groom o r  t h e  f a t h e r  of  
t h e  b r i d e ?  The v e r b  yap&To i s  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  father ( " g i v e  i n  
m a ~ r { a g e ~ ' )  Cn t h e  second oentul-y A D D ,  But i t  i s  n o t  known 
b e f o r e  t h e  NT, so  we do n o t  halie any examples ,  independent  of 
thCe passage,  t o  i u d g e  i t s  meaning h e ~ e .  M o ~ p h o l o g i c a l l y ,  t h e  
v e r b  means, " t o  cause t o  mamy ,"  The f a t h e r  does  do t h i s  i n  
g i v i n g  h i s  d a u g h t e ~  i n  marr iage ,  But t h e  groom a l s o  does i t ,  
i n  pupsuing h i s  o o u r t s h i p  to f uZ f i2Zmen t .  EtsewZtsre throughout  
c h a p t e r  7 ,  t h e  d a e i s i o n s  ~ e g a r d i n g  marrCage arld &eZ%bacy l i e  
w i f h  t h e  par tZes  t o  t h e  unCon, no6 wCth t h e i r  paren t s  o r  o t h e r s .  
So  i t  seems s i m p l e s t  t o  re taCn t h a t  sense  here ,  and unders tand 
t h e  passage o f  t h e  groom r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  f a t h e r  o f  t h e  b r i d e .  

a. 7:36-37, f i r s t  c y c l e ,  

i, 7:36, t h e  moral  o p t i o n  o f  marr iage .  

T h ~ e e  o o n d z t i o n s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h i s  o p t z o v  should  be t a k e n .  

( a )  A s u s p i c i o n  of unbecoming conduct.  "Think" = VOUCLO, 
t h e  ve rb  of doubtful.  a s s e r t i o n  used i n  7:26 ("I 
suppose" ) .  

(b )  " I f  one pass  t h e  peak ,"  The verb  marks no gender;  
" f lower"  i s  sxmply "peak,"  and may r e f e r  t o  f e e l i n g s .  
One i s  i n  danger of b e i n g  overwhelmed by a f f e c t i o n  and 
swept l n t o  s i n f u l  conduct.  

( c )  "Need s o  require," Th i s  seems t o  summarize t h e  
p reced ing  * two. 

ii. 7:37, th,e a e s t h e t i c  i d e a l  of  c e l i bacy .  

Four c o n d z t i o n s  f n d z e a t e  t h a t  t h i s  o p t i o n  should be t a k e n .  

[ a )  " s t ands  s t e d f a s t  i n  h i s  h e a r t . "  Th is  is  t r u l y  h i s  
d e s l r e .  

(b )  "having no n e c e s s i t y "  o r  compulsion. H i s  cho ice  must 
be f r e e l y  made, wi thour  compulsion (e.g. from zealous  
c e l i b a t e  a s s o c i a t e s ) .  

(c) "has  power over  h i s  own w i l l w - - b e t t e r ,  "wishes,  
Skhnpa, n o t  Bouhq o r  Bodhqua, which would r a t h e r  
emphasize t he  w i l l .  S lmi l a r  f o r c e  t o  ( a )  above. 

(d )  "ha th  s o  decreed I n  h i s  h e a r t . "  Here t h e  w i l l  comes 
l n  

b. 7 : 3 8 .  Second cyc l e .  Serves  e s s e n t i a l l y  a s  a summary of 
t h e  f i r s t .  
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c .  7:39-40a. The t h i r d  cyc l e .  

u n l i k e  t h e  f i r s t  two c y c l e s ,  which deaZt  m o s t l y  w i t h  v i r g i n s ,  
t h i s  c y c l e  Looks a t  t h e  widow. 

i. 7:39. The moral  op t i on .  

( a )  While t h e  husband l ives ,  t h e  w i f e  i s  bound (6Ew) t o  him, 
Rom. 7:l-3, even though by I Cor 7 ~ 1 5  she  may n o t  be 
under bondage (60uhBo) t o  him. 

(b )  I f  t h e  husband d i e s ,  

(1) She may remarry,  

(ii) But it must be a  b e l i e v e r .  

ii. 7:40a, t h e  a e s t h e t i c  i d e a l :  remain s i n g l e .  

11. Temporal concerns and m a r i t a l  d u t i e s ,  7:28b-35.  

As t h e  diagram on page 20 s u g g e s t s ,  t h i s  s e c t i o n  Cs u n i f i e d  by P a u l ' s  
s t a t e m e n t  o f  h i s  mothues b e f o r e ,  a f t e r ,  and i n  t h e  m i d d l e .  The two 
paragraphs c o n t a i n i n g  h i s  message b o t h  s t a t e ,  " T h i s  I say" or " T h i s  
I speak," and r e p e a t  t h e  arguments o f  7 : 1 1 5  and 7 : 1 8 - 2 4  for  remaining  
i n  t h e  m a r i t a l  s t a t e  i n  which one i s .  

A. P a u l ' s  mot ives ,  7:28b, 32a, 35b. 

The f i r s t  two m o t i v e @  have d z f f e r e n t  perspec t i rres .  The t h i r d  
summarizes aLl t h e  r e l e v a n t  perspectives. 

1. 7:28b. To s p a r e  t r o u b l e  i n  t h e  f l e s h .  The p e r s p e c t i v e  i s  
self-ward.  The c u r s e  i n  Genesis  ( p a i n  o f  c h i l d b i r t h  f o r  
the woman: work f o r  food f o r  t h e  man) f a l l s  h e a v i e r  on t h e  
marr ied  than  on t h e  s i n g l e .  

2.  7 : 3 2 a .  Be wi thou t  c a r e f u l n e s s  (= worry,  a n x i e t y ) .  The fo l lowing  
paragraph shows t h a t  t h i s  worry may be toward t h e  Lord o r  
toward o t h e r  people.  I n  e i t h e r  c a s e ,  i t  i s  undes i rab le .  

a .  Not t o  s n a r e  them. Pau l  r e f u s e s  t o  o r d e r  e i t h e r  u n i v e r s a l  
c e l i b a c y  o r  u n i v e r s a l  marr iage .  To some, h i s  arguments seem 
a  s n a r e  whichever way t hey  t u r n .  

b. But f o r  t h r e e  reasons:  

i. "for your own p ro f i t v ' - - t he  se l f -ward p e r s p e c t i v e .  

I1 i f o r  t h a t  which is comely"--our r e l a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  people.  

iii. " a t t e n d  upon t h e  Lordu--God-ward. 
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B, P a u l ' s  message, 3:29-31, 32b-35a. 

1. The Nature o f  t h e  Temporal S t a t e ,  7:29-31, 

7:29a,31b r e f e r  t o  t h e  t r a n s z t o r i n e s s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  o r d e r ,  and 
form an i n c Z u s i o '  about  t h e  c e n t e r  s e e t i o n ,  which p r e s e n t s  f i v e  
c o n t r a s t s  which w i Z Z  v a n i s h  under  t h e  new o r d e r ,  

a .  7:2ba, 3 l b ,  t h e  i n c l u s i o .  

i. 7:29a. "The t ime i s  s h o r t , "  l i t e r a l l y  "wrapped up,"  
l i k e  Ananias i n  Acts  5:6, o r  l i k e  t h e  s a i l s  o f  a  s h i p  
i n  a storm. T-Pme does n o t  flow r e l e n t l e s s l y .  C f .  
Rev 10:6. 

ii. 7:3lb. The outward appearance  passes  away. Rev 21: l ;  
11 P e t  3:lO-13. 

i f i ,  I l l u s t r a t i o n :  Pau l  seems t o  be  d e p i c t i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  
o rde r  a s  a s t a g e  p l a y ,  i n  which t i m e  and space  a r e  
n o t  e t e r n a l  a b s o l u t e s ,  b u t  can be v a r i e d  and molded 
by t h e  playwrightfto s u i t  h i s  purposes.  On a  l a r g e r  
s c a l e ,  t h e  t ime and s e t t i n g  of our  p r e s e n t  l i v e s  a r e  
j u s t  a s  transitory, e x l s t i n g  only  f o r  God's purposes 
and s u b j e c t  t o  t e rmina t i on  when he  i s  through w i th  
them, 

b ,  7~30-31a .  C e r t a i n  f e a t u r e s  o f  l i f e  a r e  " p a r t  of  t h e  
p l a y , "  b u t  w l thou t  e t e r n a l  consequence and t hus  amoral.  

i. L i s t o f  f i v e  amoral t h i n g s ,  among which i s  marriage.  
I n  7: 31, "abusing" 1 s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  nega t ive .  We 
might  r a t h e r  r ende r ,  "They t h a t  use  t h i s  world [ w i l l  
be ]  a s  [though t hey  were] n o t  us ing  it t o  t h e  f u l l . "  

ii. NB: Some a c t i o n s  DO have consequences o f f - s t a g e ,  and 
ARE moral .  I f  w e  d isobey t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  of  t h e  
playwright ,we s h a l l  have t o  answer t o  him a t  t h e  door. 

2 .  The Dut ies  of Marriage and S ing l enes s ,  7:32b-35a. 

a .  The o v e r a l l  s t r u c t u r e :  
S ing l e  Married 

b. Both mar r ied  and s i n g l e  have t h e i r  wor r ies :  

i, Married: d u t i e s  t o  t h e  mate, c f .  7:2-5. 

ii. Sing le :  concern over  servxng t h e  Lord, how t o  s t a y  
"holy  i n  body and s p i r i t "  i n  t h e  f a c e  of  temptat ion.  
Lk 10:38-42 sugges t s  t h a t  it i s  a s  wrong t o  be 
wor r led  about  s e r v i n g  t h e  Lord as about  anything 
e l s e .  We should  b e  "wi thout  worry,"  pe r iod .  Phil 4:6. 
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"Now concerning t h i n g s  o f f e r e d  unto  i d o l s "  
8 : l - 1 l : l  

T h i s  b l o c k  i s  a  chiasm,  A B A t A  A ( c h a p t e r s  8 and 9 1  and A '  ( 1 0 : 1 4 - 1 1 : l )  
are  a L t e r n a t i o n s ,  o f  two and t h r e e  pane l s  r e s p e c t i v e t y ,  matching P a u l ' s  
EXHORTATION t o  t h e  CorinthCans w i t h  h i s  personal  EXAMPLE.  The c e n t e r  
s e c t i o n  B (10 : l -131  d e r i v e s  t h e  p r i n c z p l e s  which Paul i s  u rg ing  i n  
t h e r o u t e r  members from I s r a e l ' s  e x p e r i e n o e s  i n  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s .  

I. F i r s t  Exhortation/Example Sec t i on ,  8-9. 

The f i r s t  panel i s  l i t e r a l ;  t h e  second,  f i g u r a t i v e ,  p i c t u r i n g  t h e  
Christian Z i f e  a s  an a t h l e t i c  c o n t e s t ,  I n  eaah paneZ, t h e  f i r s t  
h a l f  emphasises  t h e  pronoun tlyou,n whiZe t h e  second emphasiaes 
" I " ,  

A.  Exhortation and Example on pe r sona l  r i g h t s ,  8:l-9:23. 

8 : l - 1 3  and 9 : l - 2 3  d i f f e r  i n  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r .  The f i r s t  concerns  
e a t i n g  meat o f f e r e d  t o  i d o l s ;  t h e  second,  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  
apoetZe t o  be paid for  h i s  m i n i s t r y ,  Another d i f f e r e n c e  i s  
t h a t  second person pronouns predomCnate i n  8 : l - 1 3 ,  w h i l e  t h e  
f i r s t  person a i n g u l a r  "1" occurs  o n l y  i n  8:13 and c h a p t e r  9 .  
The occurrence  i n  8:13 i s  a  Zink t o  chap ter  9 ,  a n t i c i p a t i n g  
it and t h u s  s e r v i n g  as  a  t r a n s i t i o n  i n t o  i t .  

1. Exhor ta t ion  t o  su r r ende r  pe r sona l  r i g h t s ,  8:l-13. 

Both 8 : 1  and 8:4 s t a t e ,  "Concerning /-. , . 7 t h i n g s  o f f e r e d  
u n t o  i d o l s ,  we know . , I i  A f t e r  The first such  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  
we have an e x p o s i t i o n  o f  knowledge and l o v e  i n  two pane l s ,  b u t  
w i t h  no ment ion  o f  food. A f t e r  che second i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  t h i s  
t h e o r y  o f  knowledge and Love i s  appZ{ed t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  food.  

a .  The Theory of  Knowledge and Love, 8: l-3.  

i. 8 : l .  They d i f f e r  en d i r e c t i o n .  

( a )  Knowledge " p u f f s  up" [ t h e  SELF]. 

(b )  Love " e d i f i e s "  [OTHERS]. 

ii. 8:2-3, They d i f f e r  i n  accuracy.  

( a )  8:2. Knowledge dece ives .  I t  i s  easy  t o  have t oo  
high a n  estlmate of one ' s  knowledge. 

(b) 8: 3. Love conf i rms.  We can never ove re s t ima te  
God's l ove  f o r  us .  

b. ~ p p l i c a t i o n  of Knowledge and Love, 8:4-13. 

8:4-6,8 d i f f e r  from 8:7,9-13 i n  two W ~ Y G ,  F i r s t ,  t h e  
pronouns are  d i f f e r e n t ,  A t  f i r s t ,  Paul groups h i m s e l f  w i t h  
a l l  t h e  C o r i n t h i a n s  as  " u s . "  L a t e r ,  he d i v i d e s  them i n t o  
"you" and " t h e y / h e , "  and s t a n d s  a p a r t  h i m s e l f  a s  " I . "  Second, 
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i n  b o t h  8 : 4 - 6  avd 8 : 8 ,  P a u l ' s  s t a t e m e n t s  imp ly  t h a t  b e l i e v e r s  
are  free i n  t h e  m a t t e r  of" e a f z n g ,  But 8 : 7 , 9 - 2 3  i n s t r u c t s  
them t o  r e s t r i c t  t h i s  freedom, 

Using c a p i t a z  l e t t e r s  f o r  t h e  Zarger b l o c k s  o f  materiaZ and 
lower case  for  che i s o l a t e d  v e r s e s ,  8 ~ 4 - 1 3  t h u s  foZZows t h e  
p a t t e r n  AbaB, where Phe "b" and "a" are  balanced l i n k e d  key -  
words s e r v i n g  do t i e  t o g e t h e r  *he l a r g e r  s e c t i o n s .  

i. 8:4-6,8. The viewpoint  of  knowledge (toward s e l f ) .  

( a )  8:4, The f a c t :  an i d o l  i s  nothing.  

(b )  8:s-6. The reason1,ng: 

( 1 )  8:5. The pagan view, w i th  many equa l l y  p o t e n t  
gods,  might  countenance an i d o l  a s  meaningful.  

(IL) 8:6. But t h e  Christian view, t h a t  God made 
a l l  eh lngs  ( i nc lud ing  t h e  ~ d o P 1 ,  dep r ive s  i t  
of s p e c ~ a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

( c )  8:8. A f u r t h e r  consequence of God as Crea to r  of  
a l l :  c f .  I T i m  4:4-5. We are f r e e  t o  t a k e  ( o r  
l e ave  i 1 meat. 

ii. 8:7,9-12. The viewpoint  of l o v e  ( toward o t h e r s ) .  

Paul t h r e e  t i m e s  men t ions  t h e  conse ienoe  ~ U V V E ~ ~ ~ U L S )  of 
t h e  weaker C h r i s t i a n  a s  affected by a b o l d e r  b e l i e v e r ' s  
conduo t ,  The word means, f i r s t ,  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  ( i n e n  o p  
God),  and t h e n ,  t h e  moral s e n s i t i v i t y  which r e s u Z t s  from 
t h i s  auareness  t h a t  God i c  c o g n i z a n t  of o n e ' s  t h o u g h t s  and 
deeds .  

( a )  8:7, The consc ience  can b e  d e f i l e d .  A s  one who 
fo rmer ly  worshipped l d o l s  j o i n s  aga in  i n  i d o l a t r o u s  
f e a s t s ,  the oonsctousness  of  t h e  f a l s e  god under 
which he once l i v e d  pushes i n  and t h r e a t e n s  t o  
r e p l a c e  t h e  consciousness  o f  t h e  t r u e  God which 
should  now dominate h i s  thoughts .  The emphasis 
h e r e  i s  on t h e  p a s s i v e  contaminat ion o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r .  

(b)  8:9-11. The consc ience  can be  s t r eng theded  ( i . e .  
t o  s i n  a c t ~ v e l y )  . 

( c )  8:12. The conscience  can be  wounded. Now t h e  
b o l d e r  b r o t h e r  1 s  dep ic t ed  a s  ma l i c ious ly  wronging 
t h e  l e s s  mature b e l i e v e r ,  

iii. 8: 13. T r a n s i t i o n  t o  c h a p t e r  9 .  

( a )  sugges t s  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  course  of a c t i o n  f o r  t h e  
s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n  of  meat o f f e r e d  t o  i d o l s .  

( b )  By t h e  use of t h e  f i r s t  pe r sona l  pronoun "I," 
a n t i c i p a k e s  P a u l ' s  p e r s o n a l  example i n  chap t e r  9 .  
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2 .  Exarnple of su r r ende r ing  pe r sona l  r i g h t s ,  9 :  1-23. 

Paragraphs are  marked by s h i f t a  i n  t h e  number o p  t h e  f i r s t  per-  
sonal  pronoun, from s lngu2ar  f9:1-21  t o  pZuraZ ( 9 : 3 - 1 4 )  and 
back t o  ainguZar 1 9 : 1 5 - 2 3 / ,  g i v i n g  an overaZZ c h i a s t i c  p a t t e r n  
{ " T " - f l ~ e  "-"I") 

a .  P a u l ' s  p o s i t i o n ,  9:l-2. 

1. An a p o s t l e .  This  i s  t he  first i n  rank of  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  
g i f t s ,  1 2 ~ 2 8 .  

51, F r ee ,  n o t  on ly  p o l i t i c a l l y  (Acts 22:28),  b u t  a l s o  
s p i r i t u a l l y  (Rom 8 : 2 ) ,  and thus  a t  l i b e r t y  t o  enjoy 
h i s  p r i v i l e g e s .  

i i i ,  One who has  seen t h e  Lord. He c ~ u l d  match t h e  c la ims 
o f  t he  h a u g h t i e s t  p a r t y  a t  Co r in th .  See no t e  a t  
Block 1, r A 1 a on 1 : l 2 ;  3:4. 

i v .  Has borne f r u i t ,  which s e r v e s  t o  a t t e s t  h i s  a u t h e n t i c i t y ,  
c f .  Matt  7:l5-20. 

b .  The p r i v i l e g e s  wh4ch r e s u l t  from t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  9:3-14. 

i. S t a t e d ,  9:3-6. 

(a) 9:4 .  To expec t  t h e  assemblfes  t o  f e e d  them. 

(b )  9:s. TO expec t  t h e  assembl ies  t o  suppo r t  t h e i r  
wives on t h e i r  j o u r n i e s ,  as w e l l .  (Emphasis on 
" l e a d  about . "  T h e i r  r i g h t  i s  n o t  j u s t  t o  be  
marr ied ,  b u t  t o  t a k e  t h e i r  wives w i th  them.) 

( c )  9 :6 .  To be f r e e  from s e c u l a r  employment. 

ii. Defended, 9 :  7-14. 

T h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  an ~ Z t e r n a t i o n  o f  two pane2s.  Each pane2 
moves from human e x p e r i e n c e  through  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  S c r i p t u r e  
t o  a  c o n c l u s i o n .  Paul cannot  c i t e  e x p e r i e n c e  u i t h o u t  
S c r i p t u r e ,  f o r  t h a t  would be unbibZicaZ.  He w i t 2  n o t  c i t e  
S c r i p t u r e  w i t h o u t  e x p e r i e n c e ,  Z e s t  he be i m p r a c t i c a l .  

The two panels  move from genera2 ( t h e  r i g h t  o f  any workhan 
t o  a s a l a r y )  t o  s p e c C f i c  ( t h e  r i g h t  o f  e v a n g e 2 i s t s  t o  be 
s u p p o r t e d ) ,  

( a )  F i r s t  p a n e l  ( g e n e r a l ) .  9: 7-11, 

The t h r e e  p a r t s  o f  t h e  pane2 are  jo ined  t o g e t h e r  by 
h i n g e s  a t  9 : 8  (moving from e r p e r i e n c e  t o  s c r i p t u r e )  
and 9 :  9b ,  ZOa IwDoth God. . . our s a k e s ? " ;  moving from 
S c r i p t u r e  t o  oonbZus ion) ,  

(i) 9 :  7. Human expe r i ence ,  i n  t h r e e  examples: t h e  
s o l d i e r ,  t h e  farmer ,  and t h e  h e r d e r .  
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(ii) 9:9, S c r i p t u r e :  Deut 25: 4 ,  t h e  l a w  of  t h r e sh ing  
oxen, 

(iii) 9: 10-11. Conclusion.  

(b) Second pane l  (specific) . 9 :12-14. 

(1) 9:12a. Human exper ience :  t h e  conduct  of  o t h e r  
apostLes  w ~ t h  t h e  Cor in th i ans .  

[9:12b i s  a l i n k  a n t i c i p a t i n g  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  which 
Pau l  w i l l  t a k e  .on i n  9:l5-23. H i s  argument i n  f avo r  
of  suppo r t  i s  becoming s o  s t r o n g  t h a t  he must remind 
h i s  r e a d e r s  t h a t  he i s  e r e c t i n g  it on ly  t o  emphasize 
t h e  even s t r o n g e r  p r i n c i p l e s  whfch l e a d  him to  reject 
i t s  consequences i n  h i s  own m i n i s t r y . ]  

[ l i j  9:  13. S c r i p t u r e ,  Po r t i ons  o f  many o f  t h e  
s a c r i f i c e s  a t  t a b e r n a c l e  and temple belonged t o  
t n e  p r l e s t s .  

(iii) Y:14. ConcYinsion. Note t h a t  it a p p l i e s  t o  
" those  who preach  t h e  gospe l ,  " t h e  " e v a n g e l i s t t t  
of Eph 4 : l E ,  t h e r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from t h e  
"pas fo r  and t e a c h e r , "  Pau l  i s  arguing f o r  t h e  
suppo r t  of  i t i n e r a n t  church p l a n t e r s ,  n o t  of 
r e s i d e n t  elders/overseers/pastors, whom he 
commands e lsewhere  t o  e a r n  t h e i r  own l i v i n g s  
(Acts 20:33-359. 

c ,  The r e s p o n s i b i l i t ~ e s  which r e s u l t  from t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  
9:  15-23 (" r t ' )  . 

Paul b e g i n s  t h i s  s e c t i o n  1 9 : 1 5 - 1 8 1  w i t h  f requen t  r e f e r e n c e s  
t o  preaching t h e  g o s p e l ,  I n  9 : 2 9 - 2 2 ,  t h e r e  i s  no e s p l i c i t  
r e y e r e n e e  t.o t h e  g o s p e l .  The f i r s t  h a l f  d i s c u s s e s  h i s  
r e j e c t i o n  o f  a  s a l a r y ;  t h e  second,  h z s  genera2 s e l f - d e n i a 2  
for  t h e  sake o f  m i n i s t r y ,  The f i r s t  h a l f  may echo "Am 
I n o t  an a p o s t l e ? "  o f  9 : 1 ,  and .the second,  beg inn ing  "For 
though 1 be f ree , "  may rccaZZ "Am I n o t  yree?" 

i. 9:15-18. P a u l ' s  s p e c i f i c  s e l f - d e n i a l  ( i n  t h e  mat te r  
of  a s a l a r y ) .  

we o u t Z i n e  below some e v i d e n c e  of c h t a s t i c  s t ruc t .ure  i n  
t h i s  paragraph,  The c v e ~ a Z Z  i d e a  i s  t h a t  r e f l e c t e d  i n  
L k  1 7 : 7 - 1 0 .  P a u l ' s  8erv;ce t o  t h e  Lord i s  n o t  a  favor  
for  which he e x p e o t s  pagrnent, b u t  i s  a l r e a d y  payment 
a g a i n s t  t h e  d e b t  which he owes t h e  Lord Sor hZs s a l v a t i o n .  

(a) 9:  15a,18e. PauY does n o t  "use"  (15a X&.OUUL , " u s e r t t  
18c ~ a c a ~ p & o p a ~  "abuse,  use  t o  t h e  f u l l " )  t h e  r i g h t  
t o  s a l a r y  which he has  defended i n  9:7-14. 

(b) 9:15b,P%b. He makes t h e  gospe l  f r e e  of  charge.  



2 8 Four: I c o r  9 

( c )  9:15c,I8a.  Th is  f r e e  gospe l  i s  i t s e l f  h i s  "g lo ry ing"  
( 1 5 ~ )  and "reward" (18a) .  

(d)  9: 16a ,  l3b.  The mere f a c t  o f  preaching i s  no m e r i t ,  
because he i s  under " n e c e s s i t y "  ( l 6 a ) ,  a  d i v i n e  
l td ispensat ion ' t  (17b) . 

(e) 9:l6b119a.  I t  i s  expected t h a t  he  w i l l  p reach.  Th is  
i n  i t s e l f  merits n e i t h e r  reward nor  pena l t y .  The 
e x c e p t i o n a l  e a s e s  a r e :  

(i) 9:16b. I f  h e  does n o t  preach a t  a l l ,  he w i l l  S u f f e r  
f o r  it. 

( ~ i )  9:13a. If he  p reaches  w i l l i n g l y  ( i n  t h i s  con t ex t ,  
wi thou t  t h e  added mot iva t ion  of  a s a l a r y  , he w i l l  
be rewarded, 9:18a. 

ii. 9:19-22 .  P a u l ' s  g e n e r a l  p r a c t i c e  o f  s e l f - d e n l a l .  

9:19,22b form an i n c l u s i o  s e t t i n g  o f f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  They 
a l s o  f u r n i s h  an o u b l i n e ,  a  genera l  p r i n c i p l e ,  which he 
a p p l i e s  t o  four  s p a c i f i c  c a s e s  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  
i n c Z u s z o .  

( a )  9 : 19,22b. The i n c l u s i o :  g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e .  Note 
t h e  s i m f l a r i t y  between t h e  l i n e s :  

"I made myself s e r v a n t  un to  a l l ,  t h a t  I might  ga in . .  . 
I am made a l l  t h i n g s  t o  a l l  men, t h a t  I might save .  . . I 1  

(b) 9:20-22a. ~ p e c f f i c  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  

She f i r s t  t h r e e  groups t o  which Paul a p p l f e s  t h i s  
general  p r i n c i p l e  were no doubt  r e c o g n i z e d  as  l e g i t i m a t e  
t a r g e t s  o f  e v a n g e l i s m ,  r e q u i r i n g  s e  l f - s a c r i f i c e .  The four th  
group, t h e  "weak," i s  t h e  group w i t h i n  t h e  church whose 
needs  had been n e g l e c t e d  by t h e  b o l d n e s s  o f  t h e  v s t r o n g e r "  
b e l i e v e r s .  Paul argues t h a t  i f  one w i l l  endure s e p f -  
p r i v a t i o n  t o  b r i n g  someone i n t o  t h e  f o l d ,  one c e r t a i n l y  
ought  t o  deny o n e s e l f  i f  needed t o  e s t a b Z i s h  t h e  new 
C h r i s t i a n ,  

(1) 9:20a. The Jews, 

(ii) 9 : 20b. Those "under t h e  law"--perhaps p r o s e l y t e s  
t o  Judaism. 

(iii) 9:21. The G e n t i l e s .  (Note t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n - -  
i n  adap t ing  t o  o t h e r s ,  t h e  e v a n g e l i s t  must n o t  
v i o l a t e  the law of God under which he  himself  
l i v e s .  ) 

(iv) 9:22a. The weak. 
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111. 9:23. P a u l ' s  o v e r a i l  purpose i n  t h i s  s e l f - d e n i a l ,  
s p e c i f i c  and gene ra l .  It i s  t h e  way t h a t  one who 
t r u l y  i s  a b e l ~ e v e z  i n  and fo l l ower  of  t h e  Lord 
J e sus  C h r i s t  ought  t o  l i v e .  Cf. Heb. 3:6,14. 
One who l i v e s  always f o r  s e l f  r a t h e r  than o t h e r s  
has reason  t o  q u e s t l o n  whether one t r u l y  i s  a  
p a r t a k e r  i n  the  gospel .  

B. Exho r t a t i bn  an6 Example i n  metaphor, 9:24-27. 

Paul i l Z u s t r a t e s  t h e  need f o p  d t s c i p l i n e  and s e r f - d e n i a t  w i t h  
t h e  metaphor o f  a t h l e t S c  cumpe. t i t ion ,  once aga in  moving from 
"you" t o  " I " "  i n  b o t h  caser?, he pailzts ou t  b o t h  t h e  p r i z e  f o r  
which one con tends ,  and t h e  prooess  necessary  co o b t a i n  i t .  
T h i s  s e c t i o n  ,is t h u s  an a l t e r n a t i o n  i n  two p a n e t s .  Between t h e  
two,  9:25a s t a t e s  t h o  ppine ipZe  which a p p l i e s  b o t h  t o  t h e  
Corenth ians  and t o  Paul .  The pane l s  o f  t h e  ~ Z t e r n a t i o n  t h u s  
s tand  c h i a s t i c a Z  t y  abuzrt t h i s  o e n i r a l ,  f oea t  e t e m e n t .  

1. Exhor ta t fon ,  9:24. EX YOU"^ 

a .  9:24a, 'the p r i z e .  

b .  9:24b, t h e  process--run,  i n  o rde r  to o b t a i n ,  

2 .  The gene ra l  p r i n e l p l e ,  9:25a. Temperance i n  a11 things. 

3. Example, 9:  2533-27, ("1") 

a .  9:25b, the p r i z e :  an ~ n o o r r u p ' c i b l e  crown. 

b. 9:26-27, the process---dlselpY1ned t r a i n i n g .  

11. comparison with I s r a e l  i n  the  Wilderness ,  10:l.-13. 

The s e c t i o n  has t h r e e  paragraphs., The f i r s t  p r e s e n t s  e p i s o d e s  
from I s r a e Z 1 s  ~sz lderrzess  e z p e r i e n c e s  ( 1 0 : l - P ? .  The second 
( 1 0 : 6 - 1 1 1 ,  marked o f f  by an i n t e r n a l  i n a l u s i o  ( 1 0 : 6 , 1 1 J ,  
e x h o r t s  t h e  presen t  g e n e r a t i o n  ("you," ';we," Cn c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e  
"them" o f  t h e  f z r s  paragraph] on t h e  b a s i s  o f . t h C s  h i s t o r y .  
The concZus ion  ( 1 0 : 2 2 - 2 5 1 ,  s e t  o f f  y ~ o m  ohshe second p a r a g ~ a p h  by 
t h e  i n c t u s i o ,  is a t s o  marted bg t h e  i n t ~ o d u c t o r y  f l w h e ~ e f o r e " .  

A .  The Old Testament ExampEe, l0:1-5,  

~ a u Z  moves from t h e  f ~ e q u e n - t t y  repeaced  uaZZ1l o f  1 O : l - 4  t o  
"many" i n  1 0 : 5 ,  i n o z t i n g  us t o  c o n s i d e r  an unnamed t h i r d  
c a t e g o r y ,  t h e  " few" who make t h e  d z f S e r e n c e  between t h e s e  
two groups ,  

1. The common expe r i ence  of  "al.1," 10:  1 -4 .  

PauZ f i t s  I s r a e Z P s  etperazenee z n t o  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  t h e  
ChpistCan s a e ~ a m e n t s  o f  bap t i sm  and t h e  Lord ' s  Supper,  t o  
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emphasize t h a t  t h e i r  o o n d i t i o n  i s  analogous t o  t h a t  07 a  
b e l i e v e r  e n j o y i n g  t h e  fulZ p r z v i l e g e s  07 membership i n  t h e  
v i s i b l e  ehuroh,  The f a i l u r e s  ou tZ ined  i n  t h e  n e r t  s e c t i o n  
are not: t h o s e  o f  t h e  unevangebzzed ,  b u t  o f  peopZe who gave 
e v e r y  outward appearanoe o f  be ing  i n  feZZowship w i t h  God. 

a .  The i r  "baptism," 1 0 : l - 2 .  

i. The even t :  c r o s s i n g  t h e  Red Sea. They were s h u t  i n  
by t h e  s e a  on e i t h e r  hand t h e  t h e  c loud  above, a s  t h e  
b e l i e v e r  is surrounded by t h e  bap t i sma l  wa t e r s .  

ii. The person:  Moses, who 1s f r e q u e n t l y  cx t ed  a s  a n t i c i p a t i n g  
and i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  m i n i s t r y  of  C h r i s t ,  i n t o  whom 
b e l i e v e r s  a r e  now bap t i zed :  Deut 18 : f5 ;  J n  l : l 7 :  
Heb 3:l-6. 

b. The i r  "Lordis  Supper, " Y O :  3-4. 

i. The bread,  PO:3. Manna, which C h r l s t  had a l r eady  used 
a s  i l l u s t r a t i v e  of h i s  f l e s h ,  J n  6:31-35, 

f i .  The d r i n k ,  10:4. Water from t h e  rock ,  which Pau l  
e x p l i c i t l y  i d e n t i f i e s  wi th  C h r i s t ,  thus  complet ing t h e  
analogy wi th  t h e  Lord ' s  Supper. 

2 .  The e v a l u a t i o n  o f  "most, Ii 1 0  : 5 .  

a .  God's r e a c t i o n .  H e  was n o t  "we l l  p l e a s e d  w i  th"  (~d60nCu 
6 ~ )  them. This is a  very  high s t anda rd ,  a f f i rmed  i n  t h e  
NT only  of C h r l s t  (Matt 3 : l 7 ;  17:s ;  Mk l:ll; Lk 3:22; denied 
of men he re  and Heb EO:38Y. 

b .  The consequences of n o t  be ing  "wel l  p l e a s i n g "  t o  God. They 
were des t royed i n  t he  w i lde rnes s .  

3 .  The impl ied  "few." I n  f a c t ,  they  were on ly  two. Of t h e  
gene ra t i on  t h a t  l e f t  Egypt,  on ly  Joshua and Caleb ( ~ u m  11:30) 
d i d  n o t  p e r i s h  i n  t h e  w i lde rnes s .  

B. The App l i ca t i on  t o  Cor in th ,  PO:6-19. 

1. f n c l u s i o ,  EO:Ga,ll, General .  

a .  Both b r a c k e t s :  t h e s e  even t s  were "examples" ( T ~ T L O L ,  " t y p e s " ) .  
( N B t  "Types" In t h e  NT are always examples f o r  conduct ,  
never  s imply f o r  d o c t r i n e . )  

b. The second b r a c k e t  emphasizes " t h e  end of  t h e  ages . "  For  
s i m i l a r  exhortations t o  godlaness  based on t h e  l a t e n e s s  
of  t h e  hour ,  c f .  I P e t  4:7; TI P e t  3:11,12. 

2 .  S p e c i f i c  examples, lO:6b-10. 

Paul Z i s t s  f i v e  d e t a i Z s  o p  s i n ,  b u t  o n l y  t h r e e  punishments .  
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The f i r s t  t h r e e  d e t a i l s  o f  s i n  a l l  o c c u r  i n  a  s i n g l e  OT s t o r y  
abou t  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  w a n d e r i n g s .  The f i r s t  pun ishment  f i t s  
t h i s  s t o r y ,  t o o .  So i t  seems r e a s o n a b l e  t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  
s e c t i o n  a s  an  a l t e r n a t i o n  o f  t h r e e  p a n e l s ,  each  pane2 g i v i n g  
f i r s t  t h e  o f f e n s e  and second  t h e  pun i shmen t ,  w i t h  t h e  o f y e n s e  
t r i p l e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p a n e t .  

a .  lO:6b-8, The Apostasy a t  Baal-Peor ( ~ u m  25:1-9).  

i. 10:6b-8a, t h e  s i n ,  

( a )  10:6b, l u s t .  

( b )  EO:7, i d o l a t r y .  

il. 10:  8b, t h e  punishment, 

3s. 1 0 : 9 ,  The Serpen ts  (Num 2 1 3 4 - 6 ) .  

i. 10:9a ,  t h e  s i n  

ii. f0:9b,  r he  punishment. 

c. 1 0 :  1 0 ,  Murmuring [Num 1 6 :  41-42?) . 
;i . 10:EOa, t h e  s i n .  

t i .  PO:YOb, t h e  punishment. 

C. Conclusion,  YO:12-13. 

The two v e r s e s  seem t o  a d d r e s s  d z s t i n c t  a u d i e n c e s ,  and a r e  s u p p o r t e d  
by d i f f e r e n t  s egmen t s  o f  t h e  I s r a e l i t e  p o p u l a t i o n  t n t r o d u c e d  i n  
1 0 : 1 - 5  b$ way o f  i Z Z u s t r a t z o n ,  

1. warning t o  t h e  overconfident, 10:12. Those who t r i f l e  w i t h  
s p i r i t u a l  d i s c i p l i n e s  ( t h e  " s t rong t1  b e l i e v e r  of  chap t e r  8 )  
should  remember t h e  t r a g i c  end of  t h e  "many" of 10:5. 

2.  Encouragement t o  t h e  t im id ,  10:13. Those who lack  t h e  
s p l r i t  t o  r e s i s t  t empta t ion  ( t h e  " ~ e a k ' ~ o f  chap t e r  8?) 
should  remember t h a t  t h e r e  were a  "few" of  t h e  " a l l "  
who were n o t  among t h e  "many.'I 

111. Second ~ x h o r t a t i o n / ' ~ x a m p l e  Sec t i on ,  fO:l4-1L:l.  

Four p a n e l s  a l t e r n a t e  e x h o r t a t i o n  (marked by  i m p e r a t i v e s  and 
pronouns,  such  a s  f i r s t  p e r s o n  p l u r a l  and second  per son ,  which  
i n c l u d e  t h e  r e a d e r s 1  w i t h  P a u l s s  p e r s o n a l  ezample  (marked by  
e z c z u s i v e  u s e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r ) .  The f o u r t h  pane l  
i s  much s h o r t e r  and more genera2  t h a n  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e ,  and s e r v e s  
a s  a summar2 o f  t h e  e n t i r e  s e c t i o n .  

The t h r e e  d e t a i Z e d  p a n e l s  p r o g r e s s  from s e t t i n g  f o r t h  a  l i m i t e d  
app l ~ i c a t i o n  ( m e a t s  and i d o  1 s )  t o  a  l i m i t e d  a u d i e n c e  ( t h e  i n d i v i d u a Z ) ,  
t o  a  g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  b e n e f i t s  many p e o p l e ,  
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A .  Deta i l ed  p a n e l s ,  ~0 :14 -33 .  

1. How does t h e  ques t l on  o f  mear a i f e c t  t h e  individual? 
10: 14-23. 

a.  Exhor ta t ion ,  Y0:14-22. 

i. Command, 10:14. F l e e  from s r n .  Don ' t  s ~ t  around t o  
t e s t  10:i3. Compare 6 :18 ;  I T r m  6 : I l ;  11 Tlm 2:22, and 
c o n t r a s t  J a s  4:s ;  1 P e t  5 :8 ,9 ,  

ii. Argument, 1 0 :  15-22 .  

( a )  Two examples of t h e  s l g n ~ f ~ c a n c e  of t a b l e  fe l lowship ,  
Y O :  16-18.  

1 1 0 : 1 6 - r r ,  che ~ o r d ' s  Supper. 

l1.11 l O : Y b ,  cf, hxud ~2x43-48 ,  I s r a e l ' s  s a c r i f i c l a f  
system 

(bl  Conclusion, 10:20: t o  ea t  a  s a e r l f l c e  i s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  
I n  worshlpinq what ~t i s  s a c r l f l e e a  t o ,  

( c )  Appr ica t lon ,  Y O :  21-22. For a  cnvls t i a n  t o  p a r t a k e  
of  an l a o l a t r o u s  f e a s t  r s  

( 1 1  PO: 2 1 ,  lncompat lb le  w i t h  t h e  Christian p o s i t i o n ;  

( i i l  Y O :  2 2 ,  spiritually unsafe ,  

b. Example, EO:23. Compare 6:L2. Pau l  recognizes  i n t e r e s t s  
h ighe r  than l i b e r t y .  

2 .  How does t h e  ques t l on  of  meat a f f e c t  o t h e r s ?  10:24-30. 
Note t h e  keyword "eonsezenee" .  

a .  Exhortation, PO : 24-28a. 

i. The prlncsiple,  i 0 :  2 4 .  Note t h a e  now a wider  p u b l f c  i s  
brought  i n e o  vlew. 

Paul anaZyzee two cases , .  Each z s  marked b> t h e  phrase,  
"For che e a r t h  i s  t h e  L o r a v s ,  a ~ d  t h e  f u l n e s s  t h e r e ~ f . ' ~  
I n  t h i s  f i r s t  c a s e ,  ~ h z s  UT c z t a t z c n  foZiows t h e  d i s c u s -  
s i o n  of t h e  c a s e ,  b u t  zn she soaond ,  z t  comes zn t h e  
midd le ,  gzvzng t h e  pu2.ter.n o f  a foZdsd ehiasm ( A B - A B A I .  

ta) 10:25,26. The case of rood purchased f o r  p r l v a t e  
consumption: irs o r l g l n  does n o t  m a t t e r .  

(b) 10:27-29a. T h e  e a s e  of food consumed i n  p u b l i c .  

(19 i0:27.  I f  lcs or lqxn  1s n o t  discussed, you may 
partalce . 
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P i x )  10:28-29a. If you learn from those with you 
chat it is a sacrifice, do not partake, for 
chelr sake. 

b. Example, i0:29b-30. 

Paul s z p t a z n s  h t e  own a b e t e n t z o n  bu n o t i n g  two t h i n g s  t h a t  
be long t o  him, ;.hat wouLd be compromised b y  t h e  response  o f  
o t h e r s  tf he were t o  p a r t a k e .  

r 10:29b, Hls hberty wouid be compromised by the 
judgment of others. 

11. lO:30. His thanksglvlng would be compromised by 
rhe blasphemy of others. 

3 .  HOW does llfe in general affect others in general? E0:31-33. 

The E;chor!cl:ton and Bsampie s e c t z o n s  form t w o  panels  o f  a chiasm,  
each c l a ~ r n ~ n g  u n i u e r s a l  a p p Z . i ~ a b i Z i t y  axd a  u n i v e r s a l  audience  
f o r  t h e  pr ;nczp le  of s e 2 f - d e n i a l ,  

1. 10:3l. The extent of the prinelple: all things. 

11. YO:32. The 'sothers'' who enter into such a decision: 
aPP men. 

b, Example, 10:33, 

i, lO:33a. "1 please all"--audience. 

ii. 10:33b, ",..in all"--extent of applicability. 

B. Summary panel, 11:l. 

1. Exhortatron: "Be followers of me . . . ti 
2 .  Example: ", . . even as 1 also am of Christ." 

Block 5 
"Now I praLse you, brethren" 

11: 2-34 

The c o n t ~ a s t  be tween "Now I prazse  you" 1 2 1 : 2 1  and "Now I p r a i s e  
you n o t n  ( ! I : 1 7 i '  s x g g e s t s  a d i - u i s i o n  o f  t h e  e h a p t e r  i n t o  t w o  p a r t s .  
T h i s  d i v i s i o n  agrhees w z t h  the  d i s t r i b ~ u t i o n  o f  s u b j e c t   matte^ i n  
t h e  c h a p t e ~ .  

The f i r s t  h a l f  i ; f  t h e  c h a p t e r ,  deaZzr2g w i t h  the  r e l a t i o n  o f "  
God, Chrzsa,  mun,uxd uoman, recaLZs t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  marriage i n  
chapcex* ?, wh?:!.e t h e  d e t a i l s  0% .the L o r d s s  Supper i n  t h e  second 
h a l f  07 t h e  chapser  r e c a l l  she q u e s t i o n  o f  i d o l a t r o u s  f e a s t s  
stztdied :.n chapteras 8 - 7 0 >  We s u g g e s t  t h a t  having answered t h e  
C o ~ i n t h z a n s '  s p e c i f ' t c  q u e s t z o n s  about  t h e  s u b j e c t s  o f  man and 
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woman ( c h a p t e r  71 and r e t z g z c u s  f s s s t s  ( c h a p t e r s  8-101, he now adds 
some f u r t h e r  though t s  of h2s own, EZoclp, 5 t h u s  S o ~ m s  an a z t e r n a t i o n  
w f t h  b l o c k s  2-3 and 4 ,  

The f i r s t  h a l f  o f '  t h e  chap ter  t a c k s  t h e  f reqxan t  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  
t h e  church "come t o g e t h e r "  chat  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  second h a l f  111: 
17,28,20,33,341. We s u g g ~ s z  t h a t  onZy t h e  second h a l f  e c p r e s s l y  
addresses  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  C'hr is t zan  eonduct  i n  t h e  assembZed body.  
The f i r s t  haZf i s  more generaZ, and z s  n o t  paeussed on t h e  church 
assemb2ed. T h i s  a l l o w s  a  ~ e a d y  harmonzzat ion  of 11:5,13 w i t h  
t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  t o  women so speak  i n  t h e  assembZy e n  14:34 ,35 .  

Paul p r a i s e s  them i n  t h e  f i p s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  c h a p t e r ,  b u t  n o t  
i n  t h e  second.  T h i s  suggeszs  t h a c  t h e 3  were by and large  i n  order  
on t h e  m a t t e r  of  t h e  r e l a t i o n  between men and women, and t h a t  
P a u l ' s  comments on t h i s  s u b j e c t  a re  occas ioned bg a  problem w i t h  
one o r  a  few peopZe t h a t  has n o t  y e t  become uzdespread .  I n  t h e  
m a t t e r  o f  t h e   LOP^)^. S u p p e ~ ~  thotrgh, *here  i s  common d i s o r d e r .  

I. I n s t r u c t i o n s  eoneernlng men and women, Ti:2-16. 

The passage z s  a ch iosm,  We wzLZ summarise correspondzng e l e m e n t s  
t o g e t h e r .  

A .  The a u t h o r i t y  behlnd P a u l Y s  teaching he re .  ll:2,16. 

1. S t a t e d  p o s ~ t ~ v e l y ,  Y1:2. The a p o s t o l i c  o rd inances .  (NB: 
"ordinance" he re  1s "tradition," nor  "sacramenr,"  and may 
govern C h r i s t ~ a n  l ~ f e  o u t  of a s  we11 a s  i n  assembly. Com- 
pare  I1 Thes 3:6-8,) 

2 .  S t a t e d  n e g a t ~ v e r y ,  IT:E6. Nel ther  t h e  churches nor  t h e  
a p o s t l e s  s a n c t l o n  any o t h e r  conduct .  Tnere i s  no p receden t  
f o r  t hose  who would cha l l enge  t h i s  t each ing .  

B. Men and women i n  r e l a t l o n  t o  God. ~1 :3-7 '13-15 .  

These s e c t z o n s  correspond z n  t h e  re f cerence  t o  shame i n  11:4-6,14p 
t o  g lory  i n  1 - :7 ,15;  and t o  speech  and prayer i n  T I : 4 - 5 ,  13,  a l l  
o f  which are  absen t  i n  t h e  o t h e r  s c c t z o n s .  They d i f f e r  i n  t h a t  
t h e  f i r s t  i s  ZzteraL whzZe t h e  second i s  p r i m a r i t y  p i g u r a t i v e .  

1. The l i t e r a l  s t a t emen t ,  1k:3-7. 

A cha in  o f  authorzcg  f ~ o m  God i t h ~ o u g h  C h r i s t l  t o  man and t h e n  
t o  woman i s  p resen ted  tn. 3:3 ,7b , for rnzng  an i n o l u s i o  about  t h e  
prac t icaZ zmpZicatzone drawn z n  31:4-?a. These i m p l i c a t i o n s  
themseZves move from man i 1 1 : 4 i  t o  woman i11:51 t o  woman ( 1 1 : 6 /  
and back t o  rnan l l l : 7 a j ,  g i v i n g  t h e  whole a  c h i a s t i c  s t r u c t u r e .  

a .  The r e l a t i v e  pos~ i z ions  o t  man and woman, iP:3,7b. 

1. 11:3, t h e  cha ln  of a u t h o r i t y .  From g r e a t e s t  a u t h o r i t y  
t o  l e a s t ,  t h e  o r d e r  1s God, C h r l s t ,  man, woman. 

i f .  Y1:7b, t h e  cha ln  of  g lo ry .  Because man cannot  look 
d i r e c t l y  on Godss unmedlated g l o r y  (I T i m  6 : 1 6 9 ,  h i s  
only  view of t h a t  g l o r y  comes through c r e a t i o n .  Man 
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1s c h r  crown of t h a t  g l o r y ,  and woman An t u r n  i s  
t h e  epltomy of man's g l o r y ,  s e r v l n g  t hus  a s  t h e  
h i g h e s t  m a n l f e s t a t l o n  of g io ry  l n  t h e  n a t u r a l  
c r ed  t l o n .  

b .  The resulting conduct  o f  man and woman, l l :4-Sa.  

1. l l : 4 -5 ,  conducr a s  ~ m p i z e d  by t h e  c h a m  of headship.  

"Head" h e r e  r e f e r s  tc, t h e  b o d z t y  member; " h i s  head" o r  
" h e r  head" r e p e r s  co t h e  n e x t  member up t h e  c h a i n  o f  
a u t h o r i  t b  . 

I t  i s  zmporcant  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h o  modes o p  speech  under  
d i s c u s s z o ~  a r e  modes o f  s p e e c h  i h a t  r e l a t e  man and 
God, w h e t h e r  pragor ( f r o m  man La Godl o r  prophecy ( f r o m  
God t o  rnanl. 

( a ]  1 1 : 4 .  Because man i s  t h e  nex t  s t e p  below rhe  
d l v l n e  In t h e  c h a i n  o f  a u t h o r i t y ,  l t  1s h i s  
appropriate r o l e  t o  speak t o  and f o r  God, wi thou t  
media t ion.  it i s  t h a s  Inapp rop r i a t e  f o r  him t o  
cover  h ~ s  head and the reby  Imply t h a t  he cannot  
go d i r e c e l y  t o  God. ( N B :  Manss approach t o  God 
1s mediated by C h r l s t ,  I T l m  2 : 5 ,  i n  t h a t  C h r i s t  
has reconciled man and God, But now t h a t  t h i s  
r e c o n c l l ~ a t i o n  has  been e f f e c t e d ,  man prays  
d ~ r e c t l p  r o  r h e  F a t h e r ,  l 

(b) 5  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  cha in  of command 
~ .mp i l e s  tha't woman should  yo through man i n  
c ~ n ~ r r ~ u n l c a t i o n  with God. This  i s  I n  t ens ion  
w l t h  t h e  t r u t h  c h a t  a s  an independent  member o f  
t h e  body of C h r i s t ,  she  has d ~ r e c t  access  t o  t h e  
F a t h e r .  Her p o s i t l o n  a s  a b e r i e v e r  i s  skewed 
with r e s p e c t  t o  h e r  p o s i t i o n  a s  a  woman, To 
n e g l e c t  e l t h e r  p o s i t ~ o n  is an e r r o r .  Thus she  
may speak d i r e c t l y  t o  and f o r  God, b u t  o n l y  
whi le  wear lng a symbol of h e r  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  
cha in .  

i l ,  1l :6-"/a,  conducc a s  impl ied  by t h e  cha in  of g lo ry .  

Heu.6 Paul appea ' l s  ?,mpL7~@i;tly t o  t h e  argument  o f  1 1 : 2 4 - 1 5 ,  
t h a t  l o n g  h a i r  zs  a  wornaa's g l c r y  b u t  a  man's  shame. 

( a ]  11:6. The g l o r y  of  h e r  h a i r  i l l u s t r a t e s  how a  
woman's g lo ry  1s enhanced by a  cover ing.  

(b)  lL:7a, Conversely,  t h e  man's s h o r t  h a i r  impl ies  
t h a t  he oughr noc t o  be covered. 

iii. The e i l l t u r a l  n a t u r e  of  symbols. Much of t h e  
significance of t h e  head cover ing  wi th  r e l a t i o n  t o  
t h e  t r u c h s  of  headship  and g lo ry  may o r i g i n a l l y  have 
been s p e c i f l c  t o  t h e  l o c a l  c u l t u r e  which Paul  
addressed.  Because of t h i s ,  it i s  sometimes argued 
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t h a t  we can z e r a l n  t h e  meaning w i thou t  r e t a i n i n g  a 
symbol whlch has  l o s t  i t s  c u l t u r a l  con t ex t .  Those 
who o f f e r  such an argument shoufd cons ide r  t h a t ,  
consistently a p p l i e d ,  i t  would a l s o  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  
church t o  discontinue t h e  p r a c t i c e  of wa t e r  bap t i sm 
and t h e  L o r d i s  Supper, both  of which a r e  symbols 
which had t h e i r  o r a g i n  i n  c u l t u r a l  c o n t e x t s  now 
l a r g e l y  l o s t ,  We r e t a i n  t h e  sacraments ,  n o t  because 
they s t i l l  have t h e  c u l t u r a l  meaning they once had,  
bu t  because S c ~ i p t o r e  has  g iven them a f u r t h e r  
and more permanent meaning, and commands b e l i e v e r s  
t o  observe  them. The same r e a s o m  urge  us t o  fo l low 
P a u l ' s  i n j w c c l o n s  about  cover ing  and uncovering 
today.  

2 .  The figurative s t a t emen t ,  ll: 13-15. 

As 1 1 : 3 - 7  aZZwded co t h e  z t l k s t r u t z o n  zn l l : 6 ,  7a,  s o  t h z a  s e c t i o n  
aZZudes t o  t h e  i n r e r p r e z a t z a n  zn  i 1 : 1 3  b e f o r e  d e t e Z o p i n g  t h e  
i Z Z u 8 t r a t z a n  more f u z z y  

a .  l l : l 3 .  The implication: women nhorrld be covered (WCLTU- 
x&hunrog) when pray lng ,  References  t o  coverfng earlier 
i n  t h e  chap t e r  a r e  a l l  r e l a t e d  t o  one o r  t h e  o t h e r  of  
t h e  elements i n  t h l s  word, 

b. l l : l $ - 1 5 .  The ~ l l u s t r a t l o n :  

i. P 1 : 1 4 .  I t  x s  a  shame f o r  a  man t o  have long h a i r ,  

ii. 1E:i5. Rut che woman's h a i r  i s  given t o  h e r  f o r  a  
v e i l  Y r t ~ p ~ f 3 6 h a ~ o v ,  " t h a t  which i s  thrown about  [ t h e  
f a c e ] , '  used on iy  h e r e ) .  The use of  d i s t i n c t  
vocabulary  f o r  t h e  cover ing  (which Pau l  en] o i n s  1 
and t h e  long h a i r  [which t h e  woman a l r eady  has )  shows 
t h e  two t o  be d i s t i n c t .  

C .  Men and women In r e l a t i o n  t o  one anorher .  Yl:8-9,11-12. 

There  < S  no ~ e f e ~ e n c e  h e r e  t o  s p e a k i n g  t o  o r  f o r  God. The f o c u s  
i s  on t h e  r e l a t i o n  be tween  man and woman, Note t h a t  t h e  
c o r r e s p o n d i n g  e l e m e n t s  g i v e  t i g h t Z y  b a l a n c e d ,  r e c i p r o c a l  s t a t e -  
men t s  a b o u t  man and woman, 

According.  t o  Eph 5 , 2 3 , 2 5 ,  h e a d s h i p  impLie8  b o t h  ruZe  and 
r e s p o n s C b i l z t y .  These  , verses  seem 2 0  be  g i v i n g  reason8  por 
man t o  e z e r e i s e  boeh  fun ,c t zons  toward  woman, 

1. Why should  man r u l e  woman? EP:8-9.  

a .  l 1 : 8 ,  he i s  her sou rce  (Gen 2:21-22). 

b. l P : 9 ,  he  i s  h e r  purpose ,  Gen 2:18. 

c .  Note t h a t  t h e s e  reasons  a r e  drawn from man's p r e - f a l l  
cond i t i on ,  Paul  does n o t  cons ide r  t h e  r e l a t i v e  p o s i t i o n  
o f  man and woman t o  be  a consequence o f  s i n ,  and thus  
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l i a b l e  t o  r e v e r s a l  by t h e  c r o s s .  Ra ther ,  t h e  o r d e r s  
of  headship  and g lo ry  between man and woman a r e  . 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  eden i c  c o n d i t i o n  t o  which C h r i s t  
i s  r e s t o r i n g  h i s  peop le ,  

2 .  why should  man c a r e  top  woman? 11: I E - 1 2 .  

a .  1I:ll. She, a s  w e l i  a s  he ,  i s  a member of  t h e  body 
of C h f i s r ,  I n  whleh no one IS t r u l y  independent  of  
ano ther .  Eurrher  l m p l l c a t i o n s  of  this body concept  
w i l l  be drawn i n  chap t e r  12. Though i n  one s ense  
woman i s  for rhe man, i I : g l  i n  ano the r ,  they a r e  
f o r  each  o t h e r .  

b.  l l : l Z .  Though woman came from man, 11:8, he i s  h imself  
a c r e a t u r e  of God, and i n  fact owes h i s  l i f e  t o  a  mother. 

Note t h e  r h z u s c t c  grrangemena of 1 1  ; 8 - 9 , 1 1 - 3 2 ,  w i t h  11 : 8 , 2 2  
b o t h  d e a % z r ~ y  W i t h  c r z g i % s ,  und i2:0,11 b o t h  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
purpose.  

D .  The f o c a l  po lnc  of t h e  chlasm, l E : l O ,  

l. It to have power on t h e  heaa ,  " 

a .  " t h e  head ,"  n o t  "he r  head,"  t hus  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  bod i ly  
member. 

b .  " t o  have powerw is s u s c e p t ~ b l e  of two i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ,  
which do n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  exclude one ano ther .  

i. "power" may s t a n d  f o r  the syn~bol  of power o r  a u t h o r i t y ,  
t h e  cover ing  which she  wears a s  an i n d i c a t i o n  of  h e r  
p o s i t l o n  I n  t h e  cna in s  of  headship  and g lo ry .  

i t .  Itto have power on" e lsewhere  (Rev Y l : 6 ;  1 4 :  18 ;  20:6) 
means " t o  can t roL,"  She ought  t o  e x e r c i s e  c o n t r o l  
over  h e r  head by v o l u n t a r i l y  cover ing it. (But no t e  
t h a t  t h i s  seems to be a p e c u l i a r l y  Johannine con- 
s t r u c t i o n , )  

2.  "because of t h e  a n g e l s . "  They monitor  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of  
God, and n o t  j u s t  i n  assembly. Beb 1 : 1 4 :  I Cor 4 : 9 ;  
I P e t  1: 1 2 .  Note from Sob 1:8 t h a t  God is g l o r i f i e d  
b e f o r e  them by rhe  obed i en t  l i v e s  of  h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  This  
shoilld be  a motive f o r  obedience i n  genera l .  Here it i s  
app l i ed  KO t he  s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  

11. f n s t r u e t l o n s  concernxng t he  Lord ' s  Supper. 11: 19-34. 

S e v e r a t  s t ruec i l ra l  obser,uaczons a s s i s t  U S  i n  a n a l y z i n g  t h 5 s  s e c t f o n .  
Though t h e  trerb "oorne together."  occurs  f i v e  t imes  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n ,  

i t  on ly  oocups twice i n  she i n d i c u t i t r e  mood, i n  1 1 : 1 7 , 3 4 ,  t h e  f < r s t  
and l a s t  v e r s e s  oS t h e  seetion. Thus i t  ,foi"orms an i n c Z u s i o  about  
t h e  whole .  
"1 p r a i s e  you n o t t t  forms am i n c t u s i o  about 7 2 : 1 7 - 2 2 ,  and marks 
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them as  a  u n i t ,  T h i s  unit d e s c r i b e s  t h e  probZem w z t h  which Paul i s  
d e a l i n g .  
&ST€ "where j o ~ e "  occurs  o n l y  in 11:27,33 i n  t h e  s e c t i o n ,  and 

s ignaZs  a  two-par t  c o n c l u s i o n  frcm 1 1 : 2 7 - 5 4 ,  T h i s  s e c t i o n  is marked 
by commands and by conseqztenees o f  desobed ience ,  

Once t h e  i n i t i a Z  ( 2 2 r 2 7 - 2 2 1  and final (11~27-349 s e c t i o n s  have 
been CsoZated, t h e  remaznder :12:23-26) t s  s e e n  t o  be a  coheren t  
r e p o r t  o f  t h e  origi lr  07 t h e  L o r a r e  Supper and t h e  implCcatCons o f  
i t s  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  chureh ,  

A. The Problem, Pl:l7-22 

Paul t w i c e  u s e s  .the p c r t z e i p l a  cf "come t o g e t h e r , "  a p p a r e n t l y  i n  
a  temporal  s e n s e ,  "when $ 0 ~  come i o g e t h a r "  (II:l8,201. These 
i n t r o d h c e  two s t a t e m e n t s  of t h e i r  problem, one m O r G  general  and 
t h e  o t h e r  s p e c i p t o .  

1. The gene ra l  problem, 11: 18-i9, d i v i s i o n  in t h e  church.  
Reca l l  1:lO-13 and t h e  e n t i v e  f i r s t  s i x  chap t e r s .  

2. The s p e c l f l c  problem, 11:20-22.  Their  s e l f - c e n t e r e d ,  
s ch i sma t i c  a r t l t u a e s  r e s u l t e d  i n  disorders a t  t h e  Lord ' s  
Supper. 

a .  I1:21, they d l d  n o t  w a i t  f o r  each o t h e r .  

b.  11:22, rhey should  have ca r ed  f o r  p r l v a t e  needs i n  p r i v a t e ,  
n o t  by abusing t h e  ga the r ings  of t h e  Lord ' s  people .  

B, A h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  11:23-26. 

The ZogicaZ connec t ion  bezween t h i ~  paragraph and t h e  l a s t  seems 
t o  be t h a t  a  proper a p p r e c z a m o n  o f  t h e  meanzng o f  t h e  Supppr would 
do much t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  s e l f z s h n e s s  uhzoh t h e y  were showCng t h e r e .  

1. When d id  t h e  Lord i n s t i t u t e  t h e  Supper, l1:23? "The same 
n i g h t  i n  which he was be t r ayed , "  a t  a p o i n t  when even t hose  
c l o s e s t  t o  him showed more concern f o r  themselves than 
f o r  him. Note t h e  emphasis thus  on h i s  s e l f l e s s n e s s .  

2. What d i d  t h e  Lord do? 11:24-25. We may s i n g l e  o u t  two 
f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  e lements  which he  i n s t i t u t e d ,  w i thou t  
emplying t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  only o r  even t h e  primary ones 
before  P a u l ' s  mind a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  

a. The OT knows o f  s a c r ~ f i c i a l  meals ,  b u t  t h e  blood f s  
s t r i c t l y  fo rb idden  t o  t h e  workhipper,  Pa r t ak ing  of  t he  
blood ( symbol lea l ly ,  i n  the cup) a s  w e l l  as t h e  body 
r e f l e c t s  t h e  complete p a r f i c l p a t i o n  of t h e  b e l i e v e r  i n  
the s a c r i f i c e  of Chras t .  

b .  The two elemencs remlnd one of  two " i m p i ~ t a t i o n s "  involved 
i n  salvation: 

i. The blood i s  f r e q u e n t l y  mentioned e lsewhere  (e.9. Heb 
9:141 as t h e  agency of e l e a n s ~ n g  from s i n ,  and b r i n g s  
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t o  mind the  imputa t ion  of t h e  b e l i e v e r ' s  s i n  t o  C h r i s t .  
"He I t he  Fa the r ]  ha th  made him who knew no s l n  [ C h r i s t ]  
t o  be s i n  r o r  us,'' 11 Cor 5 :2 la .  

ii. The body of C h r i s t  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  'the b e l i e v e r ' s  
s a n c t i f l . c a t i ~ n ,  Heb 10 :9,10.  I t  was i n  t h e  body t h a t  
C h r i s t  manifes ted  p e r f e c t  snbmission and obedience t o  
t h e   ath her's w i l l ,  and t h u s  demonstrated p e r f e c t  
r i gh t eousnes s ,  which i s  imputed t o  t h e  b e l i e v e r :  
' I . .  . t h a t  w e  mlght  be  made t h e  r igh teousness  o f  God i n  
him," 11 C O r  5:21~. 

3. Why does t h e  church c e l e b r a t e  r h e  supper?  E l : 2 6 ,  t o  t l s h o ~ n  
luatayyclhhw, "preach" 9 :  141 t ne  Lord ' s  dea th .  The Supper 
shou ld  have been proclaiming zo a l l  who witnessed ~t t h e  
s e l f l e s s  c h a r a c t e r  of C h r i s t "  I n s t e a d ,  rhe  Cor in th ians  
were provlng tnemselves i g n o r a n t  o t  t h l s  c h a r a c t e r .  

C. P r a c t i c a l  Irisrruscrlons , 11: 2 " i D 4 .  

The r e p e t i  t s o s  o f  ) ) l ;here fo~"e  in i i : 2 7 , 3 3  d i v i d e s  t h i s  section 
l n t o  two paY5tg. 2'h6 f z ~ s " t  d e a l s  wlCh t h e  znner  a t t i t u d e  o p  
t h e  b e l i e v e r  a c  zho su.pper, and cosrssponda w i t h  t h e  general  
problem i n  11 :  1 8 - 2 9 ,  The seco*rd . s p e c i f i e s  outward conduct  t h a t  
c o r r e c t s  t h e  c f p e n s e s  o f  I 1 ; 2 0 - 2 2 .  B o t h  s e e t z o n s  emphasize 
commands and consequences of d z s o b e d i e n e e .  

1. Inne r  a t t i t u d e s :  our  consciousness  of  t h e  "body," l1:27-32. 

a .  Note the  a l t e r n a t i o n  between command and consequence: 

Command i29b) 

Consequence 27' 29a 30 3  2 

b .  Though l l : 2 9 b  is n0.t i n  t he  imperat i .ve,  it does r e f e r  
t o  a  du ty  t hey  were n o t  f u l f i l l i n g ,  and thereby i n c u r r i n g  
judgment. An a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  phrase  "d i s ce rn ing  t h e  
~ o r d ~ s  Body" sugges t s  even c l o s e r  t i e s  w i th  11:28,31. 

i . "body" 

(a) There 1s no r e f e r e n c e  t o  rhe "blood." I n  every  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  t n e  e lements  of  the  supper  throughout 
l1:17-34, bo th  e lements  are mentioned i f  e i t h e r  one 
1s. "Body " 1s p a l r e d  wlch "blood,  " "bread" w i th  
"cup,"  " e a t "  w i t h  "d r ink . "  Because "body" i s  he re  
a l o n e ,  ~ . t  probably  does n o t  refer t o  t h e  b read ,  o r  
t o  t n e  p h y s l c a l  body symbolized by t h e  b read .  

( b )  We sugges t  t h a t  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  1s t o  t he  church a s  
t h e  body o f  C n r l s t ,  a metaphor which Pau l  i s  about 
co develop extensively I n  chap t e r  1 2  ( c f .  1 2 :  2 7 ) .  

ii. "discern" j6~aupIYvol i s  t h e  same verb  used i n  1 1 ~ 3 1 ,  
" I f  we wouid ludge o u r s e l v e s , "  r e f e r r i n g  t o  s e f f -  
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iii, Synthes i s .  To "d i s ce rn  i n e  L o r d i s  body" i s  t o  know 
and examine t he  assembly w ~ t h  which one b reaks  bread.  
F i r s t ,  one must examirre onese l f  111:28), thus  meeting 
t h e  requirement  of Matt  7: l-5 ( e s p e c i a l l y  7:5) f o r  
examining o t h e r s .  B u t  one must n o t  look on ly  a t  
o n e s e l f ,  l e s t  one f a l l  i n t o  t h e  s e l f - c e n t e r e d  ways 
o f  ehe Cor in th i ans .  Compare P a u l s s  command t o  them 
to "udge" and Ifnot e a t "  w i t h  t h e  f o r n i c a t o r  i n  
c h a p t e r  5 ,  1P:3E1 "we judge omrselves ,"  i s  a  summary, 
i nc lud ing  bo th  i n d i v i d u a l  se l f - judgment  and t h e  
r e c i p r o c a l  examination of t h e  body by i t s e l f .  The 
o b j e c t i v e  of bo th  judgments i s  n o t  degree  o f  ma tu r i t y ,  
b u t  whether o r  n o t  one is i n  the  body, i . e .  a  new 
c r e a t u r e  i n  C h r i s t .  Compare II Cor 93:5; Rom. 14:l-3;  
l 5 : 7 .  

2.  o u t e r  a e t l o n s ,  11:33-34. 

a. Commands, fl:33-34a. 

These c o ~ r e s p o n d  oqe  ?or one w z t h  -che abuses m e n t z o n e d  i n  
11 :20-22 .  

i. 11:33, t a r r y  one f o r  ano the r ,  ef. l E : 2 1 .  

ii. l1:34a, s a t i s f y  p r i v a t e  needs a l  home, cf .  1 1 : 2 2 .  Note 
t h e  importance of c a r i n g  for t h e  p h y s i c a l  needs of the 
body a s  p a r t  of d e a l i n g  w i th  s p i r i t u a l  problems. 
Compare I Tim 5 : 2 3 ;  H e b  13: 17 (where " sou l"  = " l i f e , "  
and i n d i c a t e s  the e i d e r s s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  t e m -  
p o r a l  a s  w e l l  as the s p i r i t i r a l  needs of t h e  body).  

b. Consequences, 11: 34b. Judgment awai ts  those  who con t inue  
t o  abuse the Lords  s Supper. 
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Block 6 
"Now Concerning S p i r i t u a l  Ones" 

12-14 

T h i s  b l o c k  i s  a  ch ia sm ,  aBcDcBa, where t h e  upper  c a s e  l e t t e r s  
i n d i c a t e  e x t e n d e d  p o r t i o n s  o f  t e x t  (12:4-30;  13;  14:  2 - 4 0 ] ,  and 
t h e  Zouer c a s e  L e t t e r s  i n d i c a t e  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  1 1 2 : l - 3 ) ,  
t r a n s i t i o n s  (12 :31 ;  1 4 : l )  and eoncZus ion  / 1 4 : 3 6 - 4 0 ) ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  
Note t h a t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n ,  w h i l e  b e a r i n g  c l e a r  paraZZeZs t o  t h e  
i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  a l s o  has  forma2 f e a t u r e s  w h i c h  l e a d  one t o  i n c l u d e  
i t  w i t h i n  t h e  second  ' B '  s e c t i o n .  The overaZZ c h i a s t i c  p a t t e r n  
i s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  ' D l ,  w h i e h  i s  i t s e Z f  u  ch ia sm .  

I. I n t r o d u c t i o n  and Conclusion,  12: l -3 ;  14:36-40. 

These  papagraphs emphas i z e  t h a t  s p i r i t u a l  g i f t s  mus t  be  e x e r c i s e d  
i n  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  Lordsh ip  o f  C h r i s t .  The cor re spondences  
be tween  them a r e  c h i a s t i o a Z Z y  o r d e r e d .  

A .  12 : l a ;  14:39b. The i s s u e :  " s p i r i t u a l  ones" ( i . e .  people)  
and t h e  g i f t s  (most no tab ly  tongues and prophecy) which 
they  e x e r c i s e .  

B. 12 : lb ;  14:39a The addressees :  "b re th ren" .  

C .  1 2 : l c ;  14:38. The danger of ignorance .  

D. 12:3: 14:36-37. Two t e s t s  of a pe r son ' s  s p i r i t u a l  cond i t i on .  

1. 12:3. The con fe s s ion  t h a t  Jesus  i s  Lord shows whether a 
person i s  speak ing  by t h e  Holy S p i r i t .  (N.B. "Lord," 
u d p ~ o s ,  se rved  i n  t h e  Greek O l d  Testament t h a t  Pau l  and 
h i s  r e a d e r s  used a s  a  t r a n s l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  name o f  God. 
Thus t h f s  con fe s s ion  i n c l u d e s  t h e  concept  t h a t  J e sus  i s  
God. 

2 .  14~36-37 .  The acknowledgment t h a t  P a u l ' s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
have d i v i n e  a u t h o r i t y  shows whether a  person i s  s p i r i t u a l .  

11. The S e t t i n g  of t h e  G i f t s ,  E2:4-30; 14:2-40. 

These  c h a p t e r s  emphasiae t h a t  s p Z r i t u a l  g < f t s  a re  i n t e n d e d  f o r  
f u n c t i o n  i n  t h e  c h u r c h ,  n o t  I p r i m a r i l y l  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  p r o f i t .  
They r e s e m b l e  each  o t h e r ,  and d i f f e r  from 13 ,  i n  t h e i r  f r e q u e n t  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  God and C h r i s t ,  and- i n  t h e i r  dominant  u s e  o f  t h e  
pronouns " I "  and.  " f h o u " .  The c h a p t e r s  a r e  a l s o  s i m i l a r  i n  t h a t  
b o t h  deveZop .a  metaphor  f o r  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  C h r i s t i a n s  t o  one 
a n o t h e r .  Bu t  t h ~ . m e t a p h o r  i s  d i f f e r e n t  i n  each  c h a p t e r .  I n  
12 ,  t h e  b e l i e v e r s  form t h e  body o f  C h r i s t .  I n  1 4 ,  t h e y  a re  an 
a s s e m b l y ,  bxxXqola. Though t h i s  i s  t h e  word u s u a l  t y  t r a n s  Zated 
"church"  i n  t h e  NT, it d o e s  n o t  c a r r y  t h e  s a c r e d  o v e r t o n e s  t h a t  
" church"  does  f o r  u s ,  b u t  r e f e r s  f i r s t  o f  a22 t o  t h e  P u b l i c  
assembZy t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  GreBk Z i f e .  
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A ,  1 2 :  4-30, The G i f t s  I n  rhe  Body. 

1 2 : 1 2 - 3 0  are an A B B A  chiasm whose paneZs correspond as  a t t e r n a t i o n s .  
T h i s  reguZar s t r u c t u r e  e s t a b Z i s h e s  t h e  major break i n  t h e  chap ter  
between v e r s e s  1 1  and 1 2 .  ThematicaZZy, t h e  c h a p t e r  o f f e r s  t w o  
answers t o  t h e  probtem o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  u n i t y  i n  t h e  e x e r o i s e  o f  
d i v e r s e  g i f t s .  F z r s t ,  t h e  g i f t s  havs a  common source ,  God. 
Second, t h e y  have a  common s e t t i n g ,  t h e  body.  

1. 1 2 ~ 4 - 1 1 ,  The Source of t h e  G i f t s .  

1 2 : 4 - 6  are  u n i t e d  by t h e i r  r e g u l a r  s y n t a c t i c a Z  p a t t e r n i n g ,  w h i l e  
1 2 : 7 , 1 1  form an i n c t u s i o  marking 1 2 : 7 - 1 2  as a  u n i t .  The f i r s t  
i s  a  summary about  g i f t s  i n  g e n e r a l ,  w h i l e  t h e  second l i s t s  
s e v e r a l  p a r t i c u l a r  g i f t s .  

a .  1 2 : 4 - 6 ,  t h r e e  g e n e r a l  n e w s  of  g i f t s .  

The t h r e e  t i t l e s  ( g i y ~ s ,  m i n i s - t r i e s ,  o p e r a t i o n s )  are  n o t  
t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  g i f z s ,  b u t  t h r e e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
o f  aZZ g i f t s  a s  t h e 3  are  viewed from t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  o f  each 
member o f  t h e  t r i n i t y .  

i. 1 2 2 4 .  G i f t s  (lit. "grace  g i f t s " )  emphasize our  
unworthiness ,  and a r e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  S p i r i t ,  
t h e  immediate g i v e r  o f  t h e  g i f t s .  

ii. 12:5. M f n i s t r l e s  emphasize t h e  u t l l i t y  of  t h e  g i f t s  
and t h e  need t o  e x e r c i s e  them i n  obedience t o  the 
Lord ,  who a s  r u l e r  i s  named he re .  

iii. 1 2 : 6 .  Workings emphasize t h e  d i s p l a y  of t he  F a t h e r ' s  
power through t he  g i  f  ts  . 

b. 12:7-11, some s p e c i f i c  g i f t s .  

1. 12:7,11, t h e  ~ n c l u s l o .  The d i v e r s e  g i f t s  a r e  g iven t o  
different people  by t h e  same S p i r i t .  

ii. 1 2 : 8 - 1 0 ,  t h e  g i f t s .  

Two d i f f e r e n t  Greek words for  "ano therr r  are  used t o  
enumerate t h e  g z f t s  i n  t h e s e  v e r s e s .  Most i n s t a n c e s  ape 
t h e  word i n d i c a t i n g  "ano ther  o f  t h e  same k i n d .  rr But 
" f a i t h u  i n  1 2 : 9  und " tongues"  i n  1 2 : 1 0  are  marked as  
"uno ther  o f  a  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d , "  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  Paul i s  
o u t l i n i n g  t h r e e  broad c a t e g o r i e s  o f  g i f t s .  These would 
progress  from t h e  most ra t ionaZ  ( t e a c h i n g  and preach ing)  
t o  t h e  Leas t .  

2 .  12:12-30, The S e t t i n g  of  t h e  G l f t s .  

T h i s  s e c t i o n  has your p a ~ a g r a p h s .  The i n n e r  two form an 
a Z t e r n a t i o n  and deve lop  the metaphor o f  t h e  body.  The o u t e r  
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two a re  a l s o  an a l t e r n a t i o n ,  and a p p l y  t h e  body metaphor t o  
b e l i e v e r s  i n  t h e i r  u n i o n  w i t h  one a n o t h e r  and w i t h  C h r i s t .  

a .  1 2 : 1 4 - 1 9 ,  20-26. The metaphor of  t h e  body. 

i. 12:14,20, t h e  one body has  many members. 

ii. 12:15-16, 21. Thejmembers speak.  Note two e r r o r s :  

( a )  12:15-16. T t  i s  wrong t o  r e j e c t  onese l f  because 
one l a cks  g i f t s  t h a t  o t h e r s  have. 

(b )  12:21. I t  1s wrong t o  r e j e c t  o t h e r s  because they 
lack c e r t a i n  g i f t s .  

lii. 12:17-19, 22-26. The c o r r e c t i o n  t o  t h e  e r r o r  i s  
t o  recognize  t h a t  "God has  se t / tempered."  The 
members need one ano the r .  

b. 1 2 :  12-13, 27-30. App l i ca t i on  t o  b e l i e v e r s .  

i. 12:12,27. We a r e  members i n  a body. 

ii. 12:13a, 28a. The S p l r i t  (God) has  p laced  us i n t o  
t h i s  body. 

iii. 12:13b, 28b-30. The r e l a t i o n  of  d i f f e r e n c e s  t o  
t h i s  un i t y .  

( a )  12:13b. S o c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  (Jew/gent i le ,  bond/f ree)  
a r e  overcome. 

(b) 12:28b-30. D i f f e r e n t  g i f t s  a r e  necessa ry  t o  
implement t h i s  u n i t y .  

B. 14:2-40, The G i f t s  i n  t h e  Assembly. 

Occurrences  o f  " b r e t h r e n "  a t  1 4 : 6 ,  20, and 2 6  s u g g e s t  d i v i s i o n s  
a t  t h e s e  p o i n t s ,  l e a d i n g  t o  f our  paragraphs .  T h e m a t i c a l l y ,  
t h e  f i r s t  two argue  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  r e a s o n  o r  Logic  t h a t  prophecy 
i s  s u p e r i o r  t o  t o n g u e s ,  a p p a r e n t l y  c o u n t e r i n g  a  C o r i n t h i a n  
emphas i s  on t h e  more s p e c t a c u l a r  g i f t .   he n e x t  paragraph ,  
14:20-25, a r g u e s  a g a i n s t  t o n g u e s  from Old T e s t a m e n t  s c r i p t u r e .  
FinaZZy, 14:26-40 p r e s e n t s  a  group o f  i m p e r a t i v e s  ( " L e t  . . .")  
growing from t h e  ZogicaZ and s c r i p t u r a Z  arguments  which  have 
been  p r e s e n t e d .  T h i s  g e n e r a l  p a t t e r n  o f  r e a s o n i n g  from l o g i c  
and S c r i p t u r e  t o  a  concZus ion l  appear s  a l s o  i n  9 : 7 - 1 4 ,  See pp 
2 6 - 2 7  a b o v e .  I n n e r  s t r u c t u r a Z  f e a t u r e s  c o n f i r m  t h e  d e l i m i t a t i o n  
o f  paragraphs n o t e d  h e r e ,  and w i Z Z  be  d e v e l o p e d  be low .  
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1. 1 4 : 2 - 1 9 ,  A Logica l  C r i t i q u e  o f  Tongues. 

The d i v i s i o n  a t  1 4 : 6 ,  marked by t h e  a d d r e s s  t o  " b r e t h r e n , "  
para lZeZs  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l  pronouns .  14:Z-5  u s e  
p redominan t l y  t h e  t h i r d  p e r s o n  ( " h e " ) ,  w i t h  "I" and "you" 
i n t r o d u c e d  i n  1 4 : s  by  way o f  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  14 :6 -19 ,  where 
" I / y o u / t h e e u  ( f i r s t  and second  p e r s o n s )  predominate .The  two 
paragraphs t h u s  d e l i m i t e d  c o r r e s p o n d  a s  summary o f  concZus ions  
and d e t a i l e d  argument .  

a. 14:Z-5, summary of conc lus ions .  

Paul c o n t r a s t s  t o n g u e s  and prophecy by a l t e r n a t i n g  from one 
t o  t h e  o t h e r .  The c o n t r a s t s  i n  t h e  t a b l e  be low summarize 
how t h e  two g i f t s  d i f f e r ,  a o c o r d i n g  t o  t h e s e  v e r s e s .  

b. 1 4 :  6 - 1 9 ,  d e t a i l e d  argument. 

The predominant  f i r s t  and s econd  p e r s o n  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  
s e c t i o n  i s  b roken  o n l y  i n  1 4 : 2 3 ,  one o f  t h e  r a r e  i m p e r a t i v e s  
b e f o r e  1 4 : 2 6 .  We t a k e  1 4 : 1 3  a s  P a u l ' s  c o n c l u s i o n ,  and 
r e c o g n i z e  two d i f f e r e n t  arguments  Zeading t o  t h a t  c o n c l u s i o n  
i n  t h e  paragraphs b e f o r e  and a f t e r  i t .  

i. 14:13, conclus ion:  tongues must be  accompanied by 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  

ii. 14:6-12, an argument from t h e  n a t u r e  of language. 

Language i s  a  t r a n s a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  a  s p e a k e r  and a  h e a r e r ,  
b o t h  o f  whom b e a r  c e r t a i n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  Paul d e v o t e s  
14:6-9  t o  t h e  s p e a k e r  and 14: lO-12  t o  t h e  h e a r e r ,  g i v i n g  
i n  each  c a s e  an  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  language  o r  communica t ion ,  
an a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  h i m s e l f  ( " I w ) ,  and a  c o n c l u s i o n  f o r  h i s  
h e a r e r s  ( " y o u " ) .  

(a) 1 4 : 6 - 9 ,  t he  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  speake r .  

(1) 14:7-8. I l l u s t r a t i o n  of communication: musical  
i n s t rumen t s ,  which must be  p layed  c l e a r l y .  

(ii) 1 4 ~ 6 ,  " I"  must speak comprehensibly i f  t he  church 
is t o  p r o f i t .  
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(iii) 1 4 :  9 ,  "you" should  a l s o  speak "words easy t o  
be understood.  " 

(b) l 4 : l O - 1 2 ,  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  h e a r e r .  

(i) l 4 : l O .  I l l u s t r a t i o n :  of t h e  many k inds  of  human 
language,  none l a c k s  meaning. 

( ~ i )  1 4 : l  "I" must unders tand what i s  s a i d  i f  I am 
n o t  t o  be a barbarean.  

(iii) 1 4 :  1 2 ,  "you" should  keep t h i s  i n  mind, and 
p r e f e r  g i f t s  t h a t  uni  t e  t h e  church,  r a t h e r  than 
those  t h a t  cohld  make some b e l i e v e r s  ba rba r i ans  
t o  o t h e r s .  

iii. 1 4 : 1 4 - 1 9 ,  an argument from t h e  n a t u r e  of  man. 

The pronouns d i s c l o s e  u  c h i a s t i c  s t r u c t u r e ,  w i t h  "I" i n  
t h e  o u t e r  m e h e r s  and " thou"  a t  t h e  c e n t e r .  

( a )  14:14-15, 18-19, "I"  . P a u l ' s  thought he r e  seems 
t o  i nc lude  t h e s e  e lements :  

(1) Regenerate man i n c l u d e s  bo th  " s p i r i t "  (Rom 8: 1 6 :  
I Cor 2:11; channel  of  communication w i th  God) 
and "mind" ("unders tanding";  organ of reason and 
of  communication wi th  man). 

( if)  Tongues e x e r c i s e s  only t h e  s p i r i t ,  n o t  t h e  mind. 

(iii) Paul ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of  t h e  church 
assembled, dec ide s  t h a t  t h e  mind cannot  be  thus 
excluded.  

(b) 1 4 :  16-17, " thou."  I f  t h e  Cor in th i ans  exclude t he  
mind, t h e  assembly cannot  f unc t i on .  

2 .  14:20-25, A S c r i p t u r a l  C r i t i q u e  o f  Tongues. 

A f t e r  an opening  chaZZenge, Paul c i t e s  I s a  2 8 : 1 0 - 1 3 ,  and 
draws from it  c o n c l u s i o n s  about  t h e  i n t e n d e d  audience  and 
e f f e c t  o f  t o n g u e s ,  a l t e r n a t i n g  t h e s e  w i t h  h i s  own o b s e r v a t i o n s  
abox t  prophecy.  For a  fuZZer d i s c u s s i o n ,  s ee  m y  paper,  "The 
G i f t  o f  Languages. " 

a .  1 4 :  2 0 ,  t h e  cha l l enge .  To unders tand God's purpose for  
tongues r e q u i r e s  ma tu r i t y .  

b. l4 :21,  t h e  t e x t ,  I s a  28:lO-13. 

P a u l ' s  c i t a t i o n  draws t o g e t h e r  phrases from throughout  t h e  
t e x t ,  w i t h o u t  c i t i n g  i t  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y .  We should  probably 
conclude  t h a t  he has t h e  whole t e x t  i n  mind. 
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c .  1 4 :  22-25, t h e  e x p o s i t i o n .  

1. 14:22, t h e  in tended  audlence o f  tongues i s  unbe l i eve r s  
( I s a  28:12, those  who r e l e c t e d  God's o f f e r  of rest, t h a t  
i s ,  f l r s t  cen tury  Sews who r e j e c t e d  J e s u s  a s  mess iah) .  
Prophecy i s  t h e  g i f t  i n t e n d e a  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  b e l i e v e r s .  

11. 14:23-25, t h e  e f f e c t  of tongues i s  t o  harden unbe l ievers  
i n  t h e i r  r e j e c t i o n  (cf .  I s a  28-13] ,  wh i l e  prophecy 
b r i n g s  unbe l ievers  t o  salvation. Compare t h e  e f f e c t s  
of  tongues and prophecy ( P e t e r ' s  sermon) on Pen t ecos t ,  
Acts  2. 

3 .  1 4 : 2 6 - 4 0 ,  I n s t r u c t i o n s  Governing Tongues and Prophecy. 

The s h i f t  Prom d e c l a r a t i v e  i n  14:26a t o  i m p e r a t i v e  i n  24:26b-40 
l e a d s  t o  a  two-foZd d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  s e c t i o n .  

a. 14:26a, Desc r ip t i on  o f  t h e  chu rch ' s  worship.  

i. Occasion: "when you come t o g e t h e r . "  Th is  i s  t h e  verb  
used t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  Lord ' s  Supper i n  11:17-34, and 
occurs  e lsewhere  i n  P a u l ' s  e p i s t l e s  on ly  a t  1 4 2 3 .  

ii. The i r  p a t t e r n :  each brought  an o f f e r i n g  f o r  the Lord. 
Compare t h e  OT an t eceden t  i n  E x  2 3 ~ 1 5 ;  34:20; Deut 
16:16,17. 

b. 14:26b-40, P r e s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  t h e  chu rch ' s  worship.  

Three s o r t s  o f  commands make up t h i s  s e c t i o n .  14:26b and 
4 0  are  t h e  most generaZ,  and form an i n c l u s i o .  1 4 : 2 7 - 3 5  
g i v e s  s p e c i f i c  r e s t r i c t i o n s  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e  o f  open 
shar ing  o u t l i n e d  i n  14:26a.  14:36-39 a d d r e s s ,  n o t  conduct  
i n  church worsh ip ,  but. a t t i t u d e  toward PauZ 's i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  
and a l s o  s e r v e  as t h e  cZos ing  b r a c k e t  t o  t h e  i n c l u s i o  which 
marks t h e  e n t i r e  b l o c k  o f  m a t e r i a l  i n  c h a p t e r s  1 2 - 1 4 .  

i. 1 4 :  26b, 40 .  General  p r i n c i p l e s :  t h e  church ' s  worship 
i s  t o  be  conducted 

( a )  unto ed i fy ing- - lead ing  t o  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  growth o f  
b e l i e v e r s ;  

( b )  decent ly-- in  a decorous,  d i g b i f i e d ,  becoming way: 

(c) i n o r d e r .  

ii. 14:27-35. S p e c i f i c  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  t o  14:26a. 

Each o f  t h e  t h r e e  paragraphs i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t e l l s  when 
t h e  person i n  q u e s t i o n  may speak ,  and when t h e  person may 
n o t .  I n  t h e  second and t h i r d  paragraph, a  reason  i s  g i v e n  
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f o r  t h e  r e s t ~ i c t i o n .  Probab Zy, a s i m i Z a r  ezp  Zanat ion  
i s  o m i t t e d  from t h e  f i r s t  paragraph because  i t  c o n c e r n s  
t o n g u e s ,  which  were a l r e a d y  d i s c u s s e d  i n  d e t a i l  e a s l i e r  
i n  t h e  c h a p t e r .  We w i Z Z  i n s e r t  a summary o f  t h a t  d i s c u s s i o n  
h e r e  t o  show t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  paragraphs  a s  we 
u n d e r s t a n d  t hem.  The r e a s o n s  i n  each  c a s e  depend on t h e  
metaphor o f  un  ussbmbZy f o r  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  l i f e  
o f  b e l i e v e r s .  

( a )  14:27-28, t h e  Tongues speaker .  

(i) 1 4 ~ 2 7 .  He may speak under two cond i t i ons :  

( ( a )  1 Two and no more than t h r e e  p a r t i c i p a t e .  

( (b )  ) There i s  an i n t e r p r e t & .  

(ii) 1 4 :  28. S l l e n c e  is  commanded i f  t h e r e  is  no 
i n t e r p r e t e r .  

( i i i ) T h e  reason:  an assembly must be  a b l e  t o  understand 
i t s  members. 

(b)  1 4 :  29-33a, the  Prophe t .  

(i) 1 4 : 2 9 .  Again, two cond i t i ons :  

( ( a ) )  There i s  t o  be m u l t i p l e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  b u t  
t h i s  t ime t h e r e  is no upper bound. 

( (b)) Others  a r e  t o  judge. 

(ii) 14:30. S i l e n c e  i s  commanded i f  ano the r  has 
something t o  say.  

(iii) 14:31-33a. The reasons  a r e  drawn from t h e  
p r i n c i p l e  of p l u r a l i t y :  an assembly should 
r e f l e c t  t h e  views of  more than  one person.  

( ( a )  ) 31,  t h e  f l o o r  1 s open t o  a l l .  

( (b )  32, cannot  p l e a d ,  " t h e  S p i r i t  made me do it. I' 
Each p a r t i c i p a n t  i s  a b l e  and r e spons ib l e  t o  
govern h i s  own behav ior .  

( (c )  ) 33, God i s  n o t  p l ea sed  wi th  clamor. 

( c )  14:33b-35, t he  Woman. 

( i)  1 4 : 3 5 .  She may speak a t  home. 

(if) 14:34a, 35b. She i s  t o  b e  s i l e n t  i n  t h e  church. 
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(iii) 14:34b. Reason: an assembly should  have we l l -  
de f ined  l i n e s  of  a u t h o r i t y .  

( ( a )  ) Pau l  quo t e s  Gen 3:16-17 t o  show t h a t  speaking 
i s  r e l a t e d  t o  be lng  i n  a u t h o r i t y .  

( ( b ) )  Compare I Cor 11:3. Man, a s  t h e  l e a d e r ,  i s  
r e spons lb l e  t o  speak.  I n  d a i l y  l i f e ,  t h e r e  
will be t imes  when a woman needs t o  go d i r e c t l y  
t o  God, o r  speak f o r  him. The head cover ing  
p rov ides  f o r  ' this .  But when t h e  church i s  
ga thered ,  w i th  t h e  men b r i n g i n g  o f f e r i n g s  f o r  
t h e l r  f a m i l i e s ,  t h e r e  i s  no such need. 

iii. P4:36-39. The a u t h o r i t y  o f  P a u l ' s  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  

See d i s c u s s i o n  on p 4 2 .  

111. T r a n s i t i o n s  from " G i f t s "  t o  "Love," 1 2 ~ 3 1 :  l 4 : l .  

These t w o  v e r s e s  are  h i n g e s ,  j o i n i n g  t h e  o u t e r  d f s c u s s z o n  o f  g i f t s  
t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  c h a p t e r  on l o v e .  I n  b o t h ,  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  g i f t s  
i s  n e a r e s t  t o  t h e  g i f t  c h a p t e r s ,  whiLe a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  rlZovelr o r  
t h e  "more e x c e l l e n t  way" is c l o s e s t  t o  t h e  c e n t ~ r .  Thus t h e ~ e  
h inges  c o n t i n u e  t h e  c h i a s t i c  s t ~ u c t u r e  o f  t h e  whole b l o c k .  Both 
are commands. 

I V .  The Motive of  t h e  G l f t s ,  13. 

The chap ter  i s  an A B A  chiasm.  The o u t e r  paragraphs, marked by 2 

f i r s t  personal  pronouns lpredominantZy "I"), d e a l  w i t h  l o v e  and 
g i f t s  t o g e t h e r ,  and show t h e  r e 2 a t i v e  impor tance  o f  l o v e .  The 
c e n t r a l  s e c t i o n  o u t l i n e s  t h e  i n t r i n s i c  n a t u r e  o f  l o v e .  

A.  13:l-3,  8-13, the importance o f  Love compared w i t h  G i f t .  

1. 13:l-3.  G i f t s  w i thou t  l ove  a r e  w o r t h l e s s .  

There i s  a  p r o g r e s s i o n  among t h e  t h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  g i f t s  
here o u t l i n e d .  The d i v i s i o n  i s  marked by t h r e e  " though. . . " /  
c o n c l u s i o n  s e c t i o n s .  

a.  1 3 : l .  Eloquent  speech i s  no s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  love .  

b. 13:2. Even t h e  knowledge and f a i t h  necessa ry  t o  back 
up speech a r e  no t .  

c .  13:3. Even when good deeds show t h a t  t h e  f a i t h  i s  a l i v e ,  
t h e r e  is no guaran tee  of love .  

2 .  13:8-13. Love wi thou t  G i f t s  w i l l  be  heaven. 

T h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  c h i a s t i c ,  
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a .  13:8,13. Pau l  c o n t r a s t s  t h r e e  g i f t s ,  which a r e  temporary, 
w i th  t h r e e  permanent g r ace s .  

b. 13:9-10, 12,  Both p a r t s  c o n t r a s t  t h e  p a r t i a l  p r e s e n t  
w i th  t h e  p e r f e c t  f u t u r e .  

c .  1 3 : l l  o f f e r s  t he  illustration of  growth from childhood 
t o  m a t u r i t y ,  suggesting t h a t  n o t  on ly  tongues and 
prophecy b u t  a l l  of  t h e  g i f t s  a r e  accommodations t o  
s p i r i t u a l  immatur i ty ,  and w i l l  n o t  con t inue  when we 
reach  f u l l  growth. 

B. 13:4-7, the  Intrinsic Nature of  Love. 

T h i s  s e c t i o n ,  coming a t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  a  chiasm,  i s  i t s e l f  
c h i a s t i c .  The o u t e r  members are  p o s t t i v e ,  d e s c r i b i n g  what 
l o v e  does ,  o h i l e  t h e  v e r y  c e n t e r  i s  n e g a t i v e ,  outZindng what 
i t  does n o t  do.  

1. 13:4a,  7 .  What l o v e  does.  Gbrnpare Matt 5:43-48. We 
t e s t  love  by how it t r e a t s  o u r  enemies. 

a .  13:4a. Love's  response  t o  people  who do n o t  love  me. 

b .  13:7! Love's response  t o  t h e i r  unkind a c t i o n s .  

2. 13: 4b-6. What love  does n o t  do. 

The s ingZe  i o s i t i v e  s t a t e m e n t ,  t h e  Z a s t ,  i s  jo ined  f i r m l y  
t o  t h i s  s e c t i o n  by i t s  c o n t r p s t  w i t h  t h e  n e x t  t o  Las t ,  b u t  
aLso s e r v e s  a s  a t r a n s i t i o n  GO t h e  o u t e r ,  p o s i t i v e  s e c t i o n .  

Block 7  
"Now I d e c l a r e  unto  you, b r e t h r e n ,  t h e  gospe l .  " 

l5 : l -58  

The i n t e r n a l  c h i a s t i c  s t r u c t u r e  o f  1 5 : l - 1 1 ,  and an a Z t e r n a t i o n  
whose two paneZs are  15:12-34 and 15:35-58 ,  marks t h e s e  as t h e  
t h r e e  major d i v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  c h a p t e r .  The s u b j e c t  i s  t h e  r e s u r r e c -  
t i o n ,  a  s u b j e c t  on which t h e  C o r i n t h i a n s  have r e c e i v e d  some f a l s e  
t e a c h i n g .  T h e i r  i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  f a l s e  t each ing  s tands  i n  
c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e i r  z e a t  fo r  secondary g i f t s ,  and i s  equaZZy i n  
need o f  c o r r e c t i o n .  L f  t h i s  bLock i s  t h u s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  
prev ious  one,  we have a n o t h e s  i n s t a n c e  o f  t h e  k ind  o f  r e l a t i o n  
which we observed  between bZocks 2 - 3  and b l o c k  4 ,  where Paul 
foZZows t h e  answer t o  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s  from t h e  Cor in th ians  
w i t h  an e x p o s i t i o n  a t  h i s  own i n i t i a t i v e .  
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I. The P lace  of  Resu r r ec t i on  i n  t h e  Gospel. 15:l-11. 

T h i s  s e c t i o n  has t h e  s t r u c t u r e  AB C A B .  Tha t  i s ,  i t  i s  a  t h r e e -  
member chiasm whose o u t e r  members form an a l t e r n a t i o n .  The verbs  
i n  A and B o u t l i n e  t h e  work o f  t h e  Preacher and t h e  Hearer o f  t h e  
g o s p e l ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  w h i l e  C o u t l i n e s  t h e  Content  o f  t h e  g o s p e l .  

A. 15:1, 9 - l l a ,  t h e  Preacher .  

1. 15:9-10, he exper ienced t h e  gospe l  h imse l f .  

2 .  15 : l b ,  l l a ,  he preached ~t t o  t h e  Cor in th i ans  i n  t h e  p a s t .  

3 .  15: la ,  he con t inues  t o  d e c l a r e  ~t t o  them. 

B. 15: lc-2 ,  l l b ,  t h e  Hearer .  

1 q 5 :  l e - 2  presenc f i v e  a c t i o n s ,  arranged c h i a s t i c a l l y  Cn t i m e ,  from 
t h e  pasz ( o u t e r  members) through the  p r e s e n t  t o  an a n t i c i p a t i o n  
of t h e  f u t h r e  s t a t e  ( a t  t h e  c e n t e r ) .  The t i m e  i n v o l v e d  i s  n o t  
t h e  grammatical t e n s e  o f  t h e  v e r b s ,  b u t  when i n  t h e  b e Z i e v e r f s  
e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  e v e n t s  d e s c r i b e d  t a k e  p l a c e .  1 5 : l  l b  r e c a l Z s  on ly  
t h e  pas t  p a r t  o f  the h e a ~ e r  ' s  c r e t i v i t y .  

1. Pas t :  " rece ived"  (15:1) ,  "be l i eved"  (15:2,11b).  

For t h e  n o t i o n  o f  b e l i e v i n g  i n  v a i n ,  n o t e  1 5 : 1 4 , 1 7 ,  and compare 
Lk  8:15; Acts  8 : 1 2 ;  2 6 : 2 7 .  

2. P re sen t :  ' l s tand,  " "hold  f a s t . "  

3 .  Future :  " a r e  be ing  saved ,"  a n t i c i p a t i n g  a s t a t e  n o t  y e t  
a t t a i n e d .  The Greek t e n s e  emphasizes t h e  cont inuous  na tu r e  
o f  t h e  a c t i o n .  

C .  15:3-8, t h e  con t en t .  

Four " t h a t "  c l a u s e s  presen t  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  what PauZ "deZ iveredV  
t o  t h e  C o r i n t h i a n s .  The f i r s t  and t h i r d  are  m o d i f i e d  by "according  
t o  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s , "  w h i l e  t h e  second and f o u r t h ,  which do f u l f i l l  
OT a n t i c i p a t i o n s ,  are  n o t ,  The reason i s  probably t h a t  t h e  second 
and f o u r t h  are  t o  be  read as  e v i d e n c e s  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  two main 
p o i n t s  of  t h e  g o s p e l .  Compare Rom 4 : 2 5  for  ano ther  summary o f  
P a u t ' s  gospeZ. Note where PauZ spends t h e  b u l k  o f  h i s  emphasis--  
on t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n .  

I.. 15: 3-4a (1 1 / 2  v e r s e s )  , C h r i s t  d i e d  f o r  our  s i n s ,  a s  e v i -  
denced by h i s  b u r i a l .  

2. 15:4b-8, C h r i s t  r o s e ,  as evidenced by h i s  appearances t o  
many w i t n e s s e s ,  
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11. The 'Fact of t h e  Resur rec t ion .  15:12-34. 

T h i s  s e c t i o n  and t h e  n e x t  have she same t h r e e - f o l d  s t r u c t u r e ,  
w i t h  a  summary o f  erroneous  t e a c h i n g  fo2Zowed by an e x t e n s i v e  
c o r r e c t i o n  which Leads t o  a  eZos ing  admonzt ion,  

A .  15:12, t h e  Error :  "There 1 s  no r e s u r r e c t i o n . "  Perhaps 
t h i s  i s  t h e  same e r r o r  a s  t h a t  i n  11 T i m  2:18, " the  
r e s u r r e c t i o n  i s  p a s t  a l r e a d y . "  Tha t  fs ,  the b e l i e v e r ' s  
co - r e su r r ec t i on  w i th  C h r i s t ,  which i s  p a s t ,  i s  t h e  only  
r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  and t h e r e  w i l l  be  no bod i ly  r e s u r r e c t f o n .  

B. 15: 13-32, khe Cor r ec t i on .  

T h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  c h i a s t i c ,  A B A .  The o u t e r  s e c t i o n s  are  e o n d i t i o n a Z ,  
and are  b o t h  marked by t h e  c l a u s e ,  " i f  r;he dead r i s e  n o t "  and i t s  
synonyms. They o u t Z i n e  t h e  eonsequences o f  denying  t h e  r e s u r r e c -  
t i o n  for  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h  ( 2 5 . 1 3 - 1 9 )  and p r a c t i c e  ( 2 5 : 2 9 - 3 2 ) .  
The c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  a f f i ~ m s  v i t h o u t  q u a Z i f i c a t i o n ,  "But now i s  
C h r i s t  r i s e n .  

1. 15:13-19, 29-32, the Imp l i ca t i ons  of  no r e s u r r e c t i o n .  

a. 15:13-19, t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  C h r i s t f a n  f a i t h .  

T h i s  paragraph i s  a  foZded chiasm.  Four i t e m s  are  arranged 
c h i a s t i c a Z Z y  i n  15:13-15 Three o f  them are  t h e n  presen ted  
i n  Zinear order  i n  15r16-18.  Taken 5% sequence ,  t h e s e  f o u r  
i t e m s  draw a s e r i e s  o f  concZztsions from t h e  cLaZm t h a t  t h e r e  
i s  no r e s u r r e c t i o n .  

Chiasm Linear  

i. 

ii. 

Denia l  of r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  a s  suggested 
by f a l s e  t e a c h e r s  a t  Cor in th .  

Then one must conclude t h a t  C h r i s t  
d i d  n o t  r i s e .  

iii. 5 I 
iv .  17,18 

But t h i s  makes t h e  a p o s t l e s ,  who 
preached t h e  r e s u r r e c t f o n ,  l i a r s .  

Not only  s o ,  b u t  i t  removes t h e  
assurance  of s a l v a t i o n  from t h e  gospel .  

b. 15:29-32, t h e  implications f o r  C h r i s t i a n  p r a c t i c e .  

PauZ observes  i m p l i c a t i o n s  riot on ly  for  h i s  own L i f e ,  b u t  
aZso for  " themu--perhaps .the p e r p e t r a t o r s  o f  t h e  faZse 
t e a c h i n g .  

i. 15:29. "Theyn--why b a p t i z e  f o r  t h e  dead? Note t h a t ,  
whatever "bapt lsm f o r  t h e  dead" i s ,  it i s  a  p r a c t f c e  
of "them," n o t  of  P a u l  and h i s  a s s o c i a t e s .  
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ii. 15:30-32. "Wew--why s u f f e r  pe r secu t i on?  

2 .  15:20-28, t h e  Aff i rmat ion  o f  r e s u r r e c t i o n .  

PauZ d e v e l o p s  h i s  thotrght  h e r e  a s  an  e s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  OT 
p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  p i r s t f - r u i t s  a s  a me taphor  f o r  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  
o f  C h r i s t .  

a .  15:20, t h e  metaphor. Lev 23:5-11: F i r s t f r u i t s  were 
o f f e r e d  t h e  Sunday a f t e r  t h e  Sabbath of  t h e  seven days 
a f t e r  Passover-- the day of  C h r i s t ' s  r e s u r r e c t i o n .  

b. 15: 21-28, t h e  e x p o s i t i o n .  

i. 15:2l-22, f i r s t f r u i t s  lmply t h a t  t h e r e  i s  more t o  come. 
Pau l  he r e  probably  has i n  mlnd, n o t  on ly  t h e  r e s u r r e c -  
t i o n  of  b e l i e v e r s ,  b u t  o f  a l l  men, c f .  Dan l2 :2;  J n  5: 
28-29; Acts 24:Y5. " In  C h r i s t "  i n  15:22 1s n o t  t h e  
phrase  commonly used to denote  believers, b u t  d i f f e r s  
slightly, and probably  means h e r e ,  "by means o f  C h r i s t . "  

il. l5 :23 ,  f i r s t f r u i t s  imply an o rde r :  C h r i s t  f i r s t ,  o t h e r s  
a f t e r .  

lii. 15:24-28, f i r s t f r u i t s  were p r e sen t ed  t o  God, j u s t  a s  
C h r i s t  and h i s  people  s h a l l  be .  

T h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  c h i a s t i c a Z Z y  a r r a n g e d  a b o u t  1 5 : 2 6 .  Note 
t h a t  t h e  d e a t h  i n  v i e w  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  p h y s i c a Z ,  
n o t  s p i r i t u a l .  

( a )  15:24a, 28b. C h r i s t  w i l l  d e l i v e r  a l l  t h i n g s  t o  
t h e  Fa the r .  

(b )  15:24b, 28a. This  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  he come i n t o  con- 
t r o l  of  a l l  t h i n g s .  

( c )  15:25,27. The s c r i p t u r e s  a n t i c i p a t e  t h i s :  

(i) 15:25 quo tes  Ps  1 1 0 : 1 ,  where C h r i s t  a s  Lord 
awai t s  t h e  submission of  a l l  t h ings .  

(4i) 15:27 quo tes  P s  8:6, where C h r i s t  a s  Man r e c e i v e s  
t i t l e  t o  a l l  t h ings .  

(dl  15:26 a n t i c i p a t e s  t h e  f i n a l  d e f e a t  of  p h y s i c a l  dea th .  
Cf. Rev 20:13,14. 

C .  15:33-34, t h e  Admonition. watch o u t  f o r  t h o s e  who ho ld  such 
views. Beware t h a t  some [ l n  t h e  church] may n o t  be  b e l i e v e r s .  
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111. The Nature  o f  t h e  R e s u r r e c t i o n .  15:35-58. 

A. 15:35, t h e  E r r o r :  challenging t h e  r a t i o n a l e  o f  a  b o d i l y  
r e s u r r e c t i o n .  

Here,  a s  i n  1 5 : 1 2 , t h e  e r r o r  i s  s t a t e d  u s i n g  a  q u e s t i o n ,  But 
h e r e  t h e  q u e s t i o n e r  i s  t h e  h e r e t i c ,  whiZe t h e r e  i t  was Pau l .  

B,  15:36-57, t h e  C o r r e c t i o n .  

15:50-57 u se  t h e  f i r s t  and secoqd  p e r s o n ,  and t h u s  s t a n d  a p a r t  
from 25:36-49,  which  u s e  t h e  t h c r d  p e r s o n .  The e x c e p t i o n s  i n  
25:36-49 a r e  t h e  second  per son  s i n g u Z a r  " t h o u t t  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  
L ink ing  t o  t h e  imayznary  h e r e t i c  07 15:35 ,  and "we" i n  1 5 : 4 9 ,  
wh ich  s e r v e s  $0 e f f e c t  a  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  25:50-57 .  

As t h e  change i n  pronouns s k g g e s t s ,  t h e  f i r s t  s e c t i o n  
d e v e t o p s  an a b s z r a e t  i d e a  i t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  body i s  d i f f e r e n t  
from t h e  p r e - d e a t h  b o d y ) ,  whiZe t h e  second  s e c t i o n  appZ ie s  
t h i s  i d e a  t o  PauL and h i s  r e a d e r s .  Bo$h s e c t i o n s  emphas i ze  
t h a t  Chr>is t  z s  t h e  cause  o f  zhe  r e s u r r e c t i o n .  

1. 15:36-49, The resurrection body is  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  
body t h a t  d i e s .  

1 5 1 4 2 ~  marks t h e  f z ' r s t  d i v z s i o n  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  be tween  
r e s u r r e c t i o n  (named o n l y  i n  2 5 : 4 2 - 4 9 ) ,  and n a t u r a l  anaZogies  
w i t h  which  i t  i s  compared (15:36-421  by t h e  e x p l i c i t  " s o  
a L s o . .  . . I1 

a. 15: 36-41, Examples from d a i l y  l i f e .  

15:39-41 have i n t e r n a t  u n i t y ,  w h i c h  s e t s  them o f f  from 
15:36-38 .  

i. 15:36-38, The p r i n c i p l e  o f  d i v i n e  a c t i o n .  

( a )  15:36-37. Man's p a r t :  he  sows t h e  g r a i n .  

(b )  15:38. God's p a r t :  h e  g i v e s  it a body a s  i t  
p l e a s e s  hfm. 

R e s u r r e c t t o n  i s  a  superna turaZ  work ,  a  work o f  God. So 
i t  s h o u l d  r2ot s u r p r i s e  anyone if i t  i s  p u z z l i n g  from a  
r a t i o n a l  poCnt o f  v i e w .  Who cou ld  have f o r e t o l d  from 
t h e  appearance  o f  a s e e d  t h e  s o r t  o f  p l a n t  i t  would 
become? 

ii. 15: 39-41, T h e  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  c r e a t e d  t h i n g s  d i f f e r .  

15:40 i s  a  h i n g e ,  j o i ~ i n g  t h e  t e r r e s t r i a t  b o d i e s  o f  
15:39 w i t h  t h e  c e L e s t i a S  b o d i e s  o f  1 5 : 4 1 .  
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( a )  15:39, t e r r e s t r i a l  bod les  d i f f e r  from one ano ther .  
(NB: They a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  " f l e s h . " )  

(b) 15:41, c e l e s t l a l  bod ies  d i f f e r  from one ano ther .  
(NB: They a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by "q lory . " )  

(c)  l5:40 ( t h e  h i n g e ) .  The t e r r e s t r i a l  bod i e s  d i f f e r  
from t h e  c e l e s t l a l  bod ies .  

It i s  no c r i t i c i s m  o f  r ' e surrec t zon  t o  p o i n s  ou t  t h a t  t h e  
dead, c o r r u p t e d  body cannot  r i s e .  Wherever we look  i n  
c r e a t i o n ,  we s e e  d i f f e r e n c e t i  between t h e  t h i n g s  God 
makes, I t  should n o t  surprzae  us  i f  t h e  body he b r i n g s  
from t h e  grave d i f f e r s  from t h a t  which went i n .  

b. 15:42-49, The l e s s o n  drawn from t h e  examples. 

1 5 : 4 2 - 4 4 a  z t e m i s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  be tween a  corpse  and a r a i s e d  
body,  i n  t h e  r e g u l a r  s y n t a c t i c a L  frame, " I t  i s  sown, ..it i s  
r i s e s ,  .. . "  T h i s  p a t t e r n  s t o p s  i n  1 5 : 4 4 b - 4 9 .  The l a t t e r  
v e r s e s  s t i l l  d e s c r i b e  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  b u t  t h i s  t ime  t h e y  are  
between Adam and C h r i s t .  

i. 15:42-44a, t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t he  d i f f e r e n c e s  between a 
corpse  and a  r a i s e d  body. 

(a) 15: 42b, corruption/fncorruption. 

(b )  15:43a,  d i shonor /g lo ry .  Cf. Gen 23:4,8, t h e  n a t u r a l  
d e s i r e  t o  g e t  a  corpse  o u t  of view. 

I c )  15:43b, weakness/power, C f .  Rom 1 : 4 ,  where C h r i s t ' s  
power a s  t h e  Son o f  God i s  a t t e s t e d  by t h e  r e s u r r e c e  
t i o n .  

(d) 15: 44a, n a t u r a l  ( s o u l i s h ) / s p i r i  t u a l .  Fo r  t h e s e  
c a t e g o r i e s  a s  t h e  two extreme s t ta tes  of  man, 
mediated by t h e  c a r n a l ,  see 2:14-3:4. In P a u l ' s  
o t h e r  exposition o f  t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s ,  Rom 7:5-8:39, 
t h e  f i n a l  exp re s s ion  of  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  man ( chap t e r  
8 )  i s  i n  t h e  new body (8:14-30).  

if.  15:44b-49, t h e  cause  of t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s .  

Compare here  Rom 5 : 2 2 - 2 1 .  ~ o t h  passages t r a c e  man's cond i -  
t i o v  t o  h i s  i d e n s i t y  e i t h e r  w i t h  Adam o r  w i t h  C h r i s t .  
There ,  s t a n d i n g  w i t h  ~ o d  i s  i n  v i e w :  h e r e ,  p h y s i c a l  s t a t u s .  
T h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  d i v i d e d  by t h e  two c o n t r a s t s  between 
Adam and C h r i s t  which i t  draws. The two s e c t i o n s  which 
r e s u Z t  each have t h e  same t h r e e  p a r t s ,  forming an a l t e r n a -  
t i o n ,  T o g e t h e r ,  t h e  two s e c t i o n s  g i v e  an e z p o s i t i o n  o f  
Gen 2 : 7 ,  a d i f f e r e x t  p a r t  o p  whzch i s  quoted  i n  each.  
Compare t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  Hos 7 3 : 1 4  i n  1 5 : 5 5 - 5 7 .  
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( a )  15: 4433-46, t h e  n a t u r a l / s p i r i t u a l  c o n t r a s t  ( c f .  
15:44al ,  

(i) 15:45a quo t e s  Gen 2:7b. 

(ii) 15: 45b c o n t r a s t s  t h i s  a s p e c t  of  Adam wi th  
C h r i s t .  

(iii) l5:46.  The o rder :  Adam f i r s t ,  then C h r i s t ,  

( b )  15: 47-49, t h e  ea r th ly /heaven ly  c o n t r a s t  ( c f .  
15:39-41). 

(i) l5:47a quo t e s  Gen 2:7a. 

(11) 15:47b c o n t r a s t s  Adam and C h r i s t .  

( i if) 15:48-49. The o rde r :  Adam f i r s t ,  then C h r i s t .  

2 .  15: 50-57. We w i l l  exper ience  t h l s  change. 

Each o f  t h e  two paragraphs i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  demarcated by  
i t s  oun i n n e r  s t r u c t u r e  and u n i t y .  

a.  15:50-54. The e x t e n t  o f  t h e  change: t h e  l i v i n g  a s  
w e l l  as  t h e  dead w i l l  r e c e i v e  new bodies .  

T h i s  paragraph i s  a  c k r ~ e - p a n e l e d  a z t e r n a t i o n .  Each panel  
p r e s e n t s  two d e s c r z p t i o n a  o f  t h o s e  who w i t 2  r e c e i v e  new 
b o d i e s ,  one a p p l y i n g  t o  t h e  dead ,  and one t o  t h e  l i v i n g .  
The v e r b s  u sed  i n  t h e  p a n e l s  grow c o n s e c u t i v e Z y  s t r o n g e r .  
W i t h  t h e  two c a t e g o r i e s  o f  peop l e  who w i Z 2  change h e r e ,  
compare Jn  1 1 : 2 5 - 2 6  and I Thes  4 : 2 3 - 7 8 .  

1. 15:50, t h e  necessity of  t h e  change. 

( a )  The l i v l n g  a r e  " f l e s h  and blood,  " t h e  dead a r e  
" c o r r u p t 1  on. " 

(b )  The verb  is "cannot."  

ii. 15:51-52, t h e  c e r t a i n t y  of t h e  change. 

( a )  The l i v i n g  a r e  "we," t h e  dead a r e  " t h e  dead." 

( b )  The ve rb  i s  " s h a l l  be changed." 

iii. 15:53-54, t h e  meaning of t h e  change (quo t ing  I s a  
25: 8 ) .  

( a )  The l l v i n g  a r e  "mor ta l "  ( s u s c e p t i b l e  of d e a t h ) ,  
t h e  dead a r e  " c o r r u p t i b l e "  ( l i a b l e  t o  co r rup t i on1  

(b )  The verb  1s "must." 
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b. 15:55-57, t h e  s o u r c e  of t h e  change. 

Paul f r e e l y  q u o t e s  Nos 1 3 : 1 4 ,  and t h e n  expounds  each  o f  two 
key  t e r m s  from t h a t  t e x t .  

i. 15:55, t h e  t e x t ,  Hos 13:14. 

il. 15:56,  e x p o s i t i o n  of " s t i n g . "  Death does have one-- 
s i n ,  working through t h e  law. (Cf ,  R a m  7:7-13) 

iii. 15: 57, e x p o s i t i o n  o f  " v i c t o r y .  " This be longs ,  n o t  
t o  d e a t h ,  b u t  t o  us,  through t h e  Lord J e s u s  C h r i s t .  

C .  15:58, t h e  Admonition. 

Two commands a r e  f o l l o w e d  by  a  m o t i v e .  

1. The commands: 

a.  "become s t e a d f a s t ,  unmoveable. " I m p l i e s  t h a t  t h e y  were 
n o t  t h i s  y e t .  c f .  Col l :23:  Eph 4:14. This  i s  a  d o c t r i b h  
n a l  s t e a d f a s t n e s s ,  i n  t h l s  c a s e  concern ing  t h e  r e s u r r e c -  % 

t i o n .  

b. "always abounding I n  the work o f  t h e  Lord ."  

2. The motive: God will reward ( n o t a b l y ,  i n  r e s u r r e c t i o n ) .  

Three  s h o r t  s e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  l a s t  c h a p t e r  b e a r  t h e  s t a n d a r d  h e a d i n g s ,  
"Now c o n c e r n i n g . .  . "  ( 1 6 : l - 1 1 ,  1 2 )  and "Now I b e s e e c h  you,  b r e t h r e n u  
f 1 6 : 1 5 - 1 8 ) .  Not o n l y  t h e  u e r s e s  t h a t  f o l t o w  f 1 6 : 2 9 - 2 4 ,  c f .  11 Cor 
1 3 : 1 2 - 1 4 ) ,  b u t  a l s o  26:13-14 ( c f .  II Cor 13:111  f i t  i n t o  t h e  
p a t t e r n  o f  c l o s i n g s  o f  P a u l ' s  l e t t e r s .  We s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  
peop l e  named Ln t h e  marked s e c t i o n s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  a s  examples  o f  
t h e  q u a l i t i e s  t o  which  t h e  C o r i n t h i a n s  a r e  e x h o r t e d  i n  16 :13 -14 ,  
and t h a t  t h e s e  marked s e c t i o n s  t h u s  r e a l l y  be long  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n ,  
r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  body ,  o f  t h e  l e t t e r .  The s e c t i o n s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  
o p  16:13-14 b o t h  c o n c e r n  t h r e e  peopZe ( 1 6 : l - 1 2 - - P a u l ,  T i m o t h y ,  
ApoZZoa; 16 :15 -18r -S t ephanas ,  F o r t u n a t u s ,  A c h a i c u s ) .  I n  b o t h  
e a s e s ,  t h e s e  peop l e  a r e  t r a v e l i n g  be tween  C o r i n t h  and Ephesus 1 1 6 :  
1-12 concern  p o s s i b l e  t r i p s  t o  C o r i n t h ,  w h i t e  t h e  peop l e  named 
i n  16:15-28 have a r r i v e d  i n  Ephesus  from C o r i n t h ) .  Because o f  t h e  
c l o s e  u n i t y  among t h e s e  s e c t i o n s ,  we t r e a t  them a22 a s  one b l o c k .  

Block 8 
C l o s i n g  
1 6 :  1 - 2 4  

I .  E x h o r t a t i o n s ,  16: l-18.  

As n o t e d  above ,  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  an  A B A  ch ia sm ,  where  A g i v e s  
i l l u s t r a t i o n s  of t h e  q u a l i t i e s  named i n  B .  
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A.  T h e  Illustrations. 

1. 1 6 : l - 1 1 ,  "Now concerning t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  s a i n t s . "  

The s h i f t  from P a u l ' s  p lans  t o  TimoGhyts d i v i d e s  t h e  s e c t i o n  
i n t o  t w o  paragraphs a t  1 6 : 1 0 .  

a .  1 6 : l - 9 ,  Paul .  

i. 1 6 : l - 4 ,  t h e  o f f e r l n g  and h i s  r o l e  i n  it. 

ii. 1 6 :  5-7, h i s  purpose t o  m i n i s t e r  among them f o r  
an extended pe r iod .  

i l l ,  16:8-9, h i s  p r e s e n t  m i n i s t r y  i n  Ephesus. 

b. 1 6 : l O - 1 1 ,  Timothy. 

2. L 6 : 1 2 ,  "Now concernlnq Apol los ."  Did he de lay  h i s  v i s i t  
because of  t h e  p a r t y  s p l r i t  i n  Cor in th?  

3 .  16:15-18, "1 beseech you ...." Stephanas,  Fo r tuna tu s ,  
Achaicus. 

B. 16 :  13-14, the  Qualf t i e s .  

A.  1 6 :  19-20a, from t h e  b e l i e v e r s  a t  Ephesus. 

B. 16:20b, t o  t h e  b e l i e v e r s  a t  Cor in th .  

111. P a u l ' s  pe r sona l  s a l u t a t i o n ,  16:21 ( c f .  Col 4:18a; I1 Thes 
3 :17) .  

IV. Benedic t ion,  16:22-24. 

The c l o s i n g  b e n e d i c t i o n  i s  t h e  most  u n i v e r s a L  f ea ture  o f  P a u l ' s  
L e t t e r s ,  appearing i n  eoery  one ,  But t h i s  one i s  unusuaZ i n  
i n c l u d i n g  a  c u r s e  I f ' nega t iue  b e n e d i c t i o n " )  and an i n v o c a t i o n  o f  
PauZ f s  own Love as  w e l l  as an i n v o c a t i o n  o f  C h r i s t ' s  grace.  

A .  1 6 :  2 2 ,  c u r s e  (nega t i ve  bened i c t i on )  . 
B. 16 :  23,  s t anda rd  bened i c t i on .  

C .  1 6 : 2 4 ,  P a u l ' s  own love .  



5 8  Syn thes i s  

Syn thes i s  

The e n t i r e  book i s  an even-membered chiasm. The e f f e c t  of such 
a  s t r u c t u r e  i s  n o t  t o  emphasize any p a r t i c u l a r  e lement ,  b u t  t o  
un i fy  and b ind  t o g e t h e r  a l l  t h e  p a r t s .  

The c e n t r a l  p a i r  of  members a r e  c h a p t e r s  7-10 ( i n c l u d i n g  11:l) 
and 11:2-34. These form an a l t e r n a t i o n ,  ABAB, where A i s  
i n s t r u c t i o n  concerning famlly  l i f e  (7 ;  11 :2 -161  and B i s  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n  concerning church f e l l owsh ip  8 - 1 :  1 : 1 7 - 3 4 .  I n  t h e  
f i r s t  pane l  of  t h e  a l t e r n a t i o n  ~ a u l  1s responding t o  Cor in th i an  
ques t i ons ,  a s  shown by t h e  "now concern ing . . . "  openings.  I n  t h e  
second pane l ,  in t roduced  by "Now I p r a i s e  you, b r e t h r e n , "  he  i s  
initiating d i scus s ion  of  some p o i n t s  of  h i s  own. 

Moving o u t  from t h e  c e n t e r ,  1 : l O - 6 : 2 0  and c h a p t e r s  12-15 correspond 
i n  s e v e r a l  ways. 

1. Both emphasize t h e  Holy S p i r ~ t ,  e i t h e r  a s  t h e  one who enab les  
t he  b e l i e v e r ,  o r  a s  descriptive o f  h i s  c h a r a c t e r ,  Note t h a t  
chap t e r  15 may be s a i d  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  body (15:44-46), 
and a s  such fu f i f i l l s  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n  of 12:8-13. 

2. Both a r e  d iv ided  i n t o  two major p a r t s ,  one o f  which concerns  
d o c t r i n e  1 0 - 4 3  1 5 ) ,  and t h e  o t h e r ,  conduct (4:14-6:20; 1 2 - 1 4 ) .  

3 .  The d o c t r i n e  i n  both  c a s e s  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  P a u l ' s  i n i t i a l  
m in i s t ry  i n  Cor in th  ( 2 :  1-5; 9: 1-2; 15: 1-11). 

4 ,  The conduct t o  which t h e  C o r ~ n t h i a n s  a r e  exhor ted  on t h e  
b a s i s  of  t h e  d o c t r i n e  i s  i n  each ca se  one of t h e  s u b j e c t s  t aken  
up i n  t h e  c e n t e r  two elemenks: f o r n i c a t i o n ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  family  
l i f e  ( 4 :  14-6 :  201, and s p i r i t u a l  q l f t s ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  church 
f e l l owsh ip  2 - 1 4  (It i s  i n  t h i s  l a t t e r  connect ion t h a t  t h e  
church meetings I n  both 11 and 1 4  a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  w i th  t h e  
verb "come toge the r .  " ) 

We have c h a r a c t e r l z e d  1 : l O - 6 : 2 0  and 12-15 a s  s i n g l e  corresponding 
u n i t s ,  because of  t h e  lack of  a  major s e c t i o n  b reak  between t h e  
two p a r t s  o f  1-6.  But we should  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  S r a c t i c a ?  s e c t i o n  
of each l i e s  toward t h e  c e n t e r ,  wh l l e  t h e  d o c t r i n a l  s e c t i o n  l i e s  
toward t h e  o u t s i d e ,  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  o v e r a l l  c h l a s t i c  e f f e c t .  

The outermost  members c o n s i s t  of t h e  e p i s t o l a r y  opening ( 1 : l - 9 )  
and c l o s i n g  ( 1 6 ) .  
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